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ADDFA’Dl'M, 


Foot-note to pn^o *2, '54 ] 

Lord MnhoTi. howrvor. in liis History. Yol. VTT, poo.s so 

far ns to name the otlier leman witli wliom iMis. (Land Avas sitid to 
liave “ returned 1,0 Ihirope. us tin* eeinj’uiiien" when “ fer^ake^'■ by 
f’laiieis. — a ^Ir. \\ illiain i^Iaeiutosh : and lie ^ives. in a, footoiole, 
as his 'oit.hoiity f<tr this stat.(*nn nn. an •• unpubli^lied bioj^raphy of 
]\lr C'liarles ^Taeiiitosh, as (jnot.ed in the Quarteily Th‘Vi(*\v, Xo. clxvii. 
(s/e; ]>at:^(* 70.' to wliieli Ave ha\’(> had no oppoi tnnity of lefi'rnn”’. 

laird .Malioii ^C'eius to lely. however, in ins al'n^ion to the T'raiieid- 
(ir.iiid aJVair. alto^^elluT on •* Xiehotl.s’s Ueeolli'etions." as quoted by 
JMi Fnipey, exce]^. Avlien' he of liiiusrlf a11eir< s t-hal ^Irs. (iraud Ava.«J 
* a la<l^ of SeotLisii birth, the Avifi* of a i’ahuitLa.lJ.ii lister."* 


eoinU';( TioN. 


Pair*' liiu‘ l‘b fo/ut ‘v^See Appendix. V 




It is conveiiic.ni soniotiuies t« put old wine into new 
bottles, not tvitli the object of improving it by the 
transfer, but so that, when tj^’ought irom its cellar and 
decanted, it may be more ready for the table. 

SoTncthing similar to this has been attemptetl in the 
following pages ; in other words, the writer has gone to 
sources of information mostly old and mouldy, and has 
drawn from them some account of the b}’-gono times 
and celebrities of Calcutta, with the view of putting it 
into an accessil)le form, unincumbered with details, and 
suitable for the majority of readers. 

The subjects thus dealt with are those which will 
always be historically associated with this cit}’, and 
which, it may he presumed, all who come to India would 
wish to read abofit, or would be expected to be re^on- 
ably accpiaintcd with. 

These j»apers lay no claim to commcnd'ation as I’cgards 
their literary setting; .several of them appeared from 
tiim*. to time in the EtKjlifihman Avith the object 
of interesting rather than instructinix Uie jreneral News- 
paper reader, and by the courteous permission of its 
proprietor they are colhseted and reproduced now wdth 
but little change from their ephemeral garb. 

The article on Madame Crand appears now for the 
first time, and it may be added that the account of the 
fanidlis trial contained 'in, it is derived from oflicial ai^d 
etlier records not before printed. 

The extracts from the series of jirivate letters from 
the Governor-Ceneral to Mrs. Hastings ar*e also now 
published for the IhSY time. 
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©hi; glKlt itlt. 


“ \Vp liavo always ihoujrht it strangle that while the history of the 
Spaiii.'^h Empire in America is familiarly known to all the natiorft of 
I'hirope, th<i jrreat actions of our conntr^'inen in the East should, even 
amoiiij ourselves, excite little interest. 


‘‘It mij»ht have been expected that evcTy Kuj^lishmaTi who takes any 
interest in any ])art of history, would he curious to know how a hand- 
ful of his c<uintrymeD, sejiarated from their home hy an immense 
ocean. subjuj^aU'd in tin; course of a few years one of the g-reatest 
Empires in ihe we«l«l. Vet, unless we greatly err, this subject is to 
most readers not only insipid, but positively distasteful." — Macanhiy, 

The iinlidoroiiQo tlius reflected on l^v the historian is 
not confined to the Enujlish residing at home; it also 
cliaraeterizes tliem ^vhcn they coiike to live in India, 
liut if the latter manifest a AvSnt of acquaintance with, 
or but little interest in, early Anglo-Indian liistoiy, 
the reason may partly he found in the eircuih?;tance 
that the majority of Europeans come to India for real 
liard work, and that, engro.ssed in tlio busy present 
thCy cannot concern Wie^nselves with the past. This, 
{)crliaps, is specially the case of those whose lot is cast 
in the large centres of commercial and official activity 
Speaking for our own city, where life is always at liigh. 
pressure, the p^jlt*^secms almost of necessity to^ bo a 

A 



THE BLACK HOLE. 


I 

sealed bo(fv, which it would be unprofitable to open ; 
and the generation of the presei^t goes on knowing or 
coring little of the generations^ which sojourned hei e 
before it. 

Still one would think that to those wearied with the 
routine of business, or with the conventional monotony 
of modern Calcutta life, it w'ould be a relief to occasion- 
ally try and seek refuge in a by-gone world, and in 
its records to learn something of the social and political 
life of those who preceded us. Such a retrospect, far 
Irmn being profitless or dull, would, at least, enable us to 
take an intelligent interest in the many sites and sceiu's 
in our midgt, which are intimately associated with 
memorable events and with the historic names of our 
own countrymen, and which we now daily pass by 
without even our curiosity being awakened, because we 
know so little of those who llourishcck or who faded 
here in the oldcH time. 

The twentieth of June is associated with an event 
Avhich occurred in the iafiincy of thjs city, for Avliich 
Calcutta will he for ever notorious. So universal is this 
notoriety that, perlvips, it is no exaggeration to say that 
the words Tlie Black Hole of Calcutta ” have arown 
into a proverbial expression of comparison, peeuliarl}" 
suggOiWrS, among all English-speaking and European 
nations. 

The facts about the taking of Calcutta in 1750, and 
the tragedy in which it culininaJecV, are of course kiiotvn 
in a general way to most readers, and familiarly to tlie 
students of hjstory ; still it may be worth while to retell, 
in the interest of the busy and the curious, a^few of the 
leading events which led up to, atteiicfecl on, and followed 
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tlio capture of tliclr city, when struggling intV) growth ; 
to enter into one or two topographical details connecting 
old with modern sites,* which may seem necessary for 
illustration, *and to unbury a few of the half-forgotten 
names of those actors whe^ playeil their parts in the 
scones, which chiefly conspired to stamp the main inci- 
dents with the notoriety attaching to them. 

It may be convenient to mention at once, so as to 
avoid the necessity of particularizing references while 
going on, that recourse shall be had, for facts, to tjie 
original contemporary authorities (first han<l) on whom 
historians of the subject have relied ; by this means an 
opportunity may be afl'orded to the gleaner of picking 
up occasional details of circumstances which the histo- 
rian either omits as not essential to his narrative, or 
disposes of in general terms. 

The authorilfes alluded to arc the Blue Book contain- 
ing the report of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, asscmihled in 177- to empiire into the state 
of British affairs in the East Indies ; it gives the evidence 
of several who Irad been in Bengal during the war; 
amongst others of Clive, and of Mi^ Cooke, who had 
been Seerctary to tlio Governor and Council of Calcutta 
in 17o(5, and one of the survivors of the Black Hole. 
Public letters addressed to the' Court of Directors from 
Fulta in 17oC, and one from London in 17o7, by J. Z. 
Hc^wcll, the historian pa?’ excellence of the Black Hole. 
These letters were written within two or three montlis 
after his imprisonment, when all the circumstances to 
which they related were recent, and when there was no 
lack of living tes)imony to controvert any statements 
which this most able writer mtiy have put on reco'^d. 



4 THE BLACK HOLE. 

Orme, iif his History of the War iu Bengal, largely adopt- 
ed the recorded testimony of theiie two eye-witnesses; 
he himself was at Madras during J^he hostilities in Bengal, 
and we may attribute his vivid description df the defence 
and capture of Fort William, partly to his intimate 
knowledge of the locality, having previously lived for 
nine years in Calcutta, and to his having had opporruni- 
ties of conversing with many who took iiii active ])art in 
the war. It was to the sagacity of Orme, the historian, 
tlip.t was due the selection of Clive for the command 
of the military expedition to Bengal. Orme recognized 
the gravity of the crisis, and, in his place as Member of 
Council at Madras, he recommended that Clive (who was 
then governing at Cuddalore) should be summoned, and 
he insisted that he was the only man to depute to 
Bengal, with ))owers independent of the wretched falh^n 
Govcwimcnt there, and with a force aS laige as could 
possibly be got logcitlier. 

According to Hoi well, the main and real object which 
the young Nawab, known to history as Sura,j-a-])aula 
(who, as Orme shows, was the grand-nej>ljew, not, as is 
commonly stated, * even ^by contern))orary writers, the 
grandson of Alii Verdi Khan), had in attacking the 
English Settlements in Bengal^ is made tolerably clear 
by tl»e light of the last’ discourse and council ” which 
the Nawab gave his successor a few days before his 
death, as ascertained by Holwell, from what he ^ro- 
ii04inced very good authority,” •veiy shortly after his 
release from confinement at Murshidabiid : • 

My life,” the old man is reported to have said, “ has been 
a life of war and stratagem. For what ha^^e 1 fought, for what 
have i|y councils tended, but to secure my soii, a quiet 
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succession to my Subadary ? My fears for you havtf for many 
days robbed rne of sleep. • I perceived who had power to give 
you trouble after I am gouq; hence, keep in view the power 
tlie European ifations have in the country. This fear I wajuld 
also have freed you from if CodMiad lengthened my days. The 
work, my son, must now be yours, their wars and politics in 
the Twlcnga country should keep you w^aking. On the pre- 
tence of j)rivate contests between their kings, they have seized 
and divided the country of the king and the goods of hia 
}>eople between them. ^Jdiink not to weaken all three toge- 
ther. The power of the English is great. Hcdiice them firstj*; 
the others will give you liUle trouble wdien you have reduced 
them. Suffer them not, my son, to have fortifications or 
soldiers. If you do the country is not yours.” 

Consistently with this counsel, the young Suba, two 
months after his succession, and as yet blind to tho 
advantages of the Europeans trading in liis province, 
and deaf to the remonstrances proceeding from conicncr- 
cial and otl\er sources around him, took occasion to 
treacherously effect the surrender of Cossimbazar by 
seizing Mr. Watts, »tlie official in charge, and detaining 
him a prisoner in his camp. Orders were then imme- 
diately issued to his generals to jnarchVith a large army 
to Calcutta, and so expeditiously wore these carried out, 
that 50,000 men, with a Jieavy train of artillery 2i: the 
liottcst time of the year, reached Tliighli on the seventh 
day from the comine noement of tho march, whence the 
immediate crossing was effected in an immense fleet of 
boats brought down or asj^enibled there for the occasion# 

Wlieii Suraj-a-Daula set out for Calcutta, ho, at the 
same time, sent parwannas to Cliandornagonand Chin- 
surah with orders to^'thbm to provide and join him with 
ships, men, and amhiunition to attack the English S(i|(tle- 
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iiient by^ water, while he attacked it by land. They 
refused, and, in consequence, their Forts were invested 
and a heavy sum demanded from each. The Fj ench ufot 
off with a promise of tliree and-a-half lakhs of rupees 
(for which they managed to^ct the Dewan, Kai Duliib, to 
become security), and, it is said, an immediate su2)ply of 
two hundred chests of j’)Owder secretly crossed over by 
night. The Dutch were less fortunate ; four and-a-half 
lakhs were demanded from them, which they thought it 
best to pay, aftei having had some of the Suba’s tro()])s 
quartered on them for a day and-a-half, and after endur- 
ing many insults, amongst others that of having “ a man 
stationed with an axe in his hands to cut down their 
Hag-staff and colours.’' What little likelihood there was 
that this comjdiance on the i)art of the French and Dutch 
would divert the Nawab frmiihis fixed intention of draw- 
ing ^he teeth and cuttiiig the claws of all the Europeans 
in turn, may be gathered from the fact that oikj of his 
earliest questions to Hoi well, when brought into his 
presence after the capture of Fort \V illij^iAi, was, “ Will 
you all engage to join me against the French ^ ” 

The English, k)o, tried to make common cause with 
the other Euroi)cans, anti asked for help. “ The Dutch 
decUned giving us any,” says John Cooke, “ and the 
French only gasconaded with us 1)y ottering to join their 
force with ours, if wo would quit our own settlement, 
and carry our ganisoii and effects uj) to Chandernagor.^’ 
The surrender of Cossimbazar on the 2nd June, with- 
out striking a single blow in defence, was not known in 
Calcutta till the 7th; hence the time for preparation 
was pitifully short, but even tte iew hurried measures 
thaf^ were taken, were all in the 'w^rong direction, and 
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wore cliaracteri/ed by an utter want of knlwlcdgc of 
tlie very rudiments military science on the part of 
ilio military advisers of the Government. 

The wliolo^ availahl(3 strength, ominously untrained, 
unprovided, and insufiieient*Jo start ^with, was wasted by 
l>eing spread over several advanced j)Osts ; the chief of 
wliieh had to bo a])andoned owing to the heavy fire 
brouglit to bear fioni the nciirhl)ouring commanrling 
buildings wliieh we failed to hold. The bi'st hope of a 
protiactiMl liolding out, lay in trusting to the Fort, badly 
adajited as it was for defence, in coiu'entrating the gar- 
rison and European inhabitants witliiu it, having first 
blown u[) or nuidered untmiable the numerouii houses and 
buildings which overlooked it, and which, wlien our badly 
selected (uitposts were abamlone<l, weri' occupied by the 
(‘iieiny, who iVoni thence jioured a most destructive tire 
into the Fort, •within which were a multitude of so- 
called “ Portuguese,” variously estimatisl jift, from two to six 
thousand, all huddled together, men, woimui, and children, 
adtling to the riot jind confusion and alarm prevailing. 
Tliesi* would not have betui niole.sted outside; but, calling 
themselves “ black Cliristians,” iheyt tlu'ongod to the 
Foi t, and, as such, were injudiciously admitted, to use- 
lessly hamp(‘r either defence or onlerly retreat by the 
river. ]h*os(*lyios to Christianity become suddenly nu- 
mei*oiis undei these and allied circumstances. 

The result of this tragedy of erroi‘s,” as llolwcll calls 
tin! dtdence, was, th»t, ^n the evening of the first day 
(liSth Juno), on which the enemy had surrounded the 
town, they were in possession of all the ^outposts on 
which the chief de}»ei>dcnce had been placed, and had 
driven the British^ inside their Fort. On the IGtJb the 
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enemy haH tried to enter Calcutta to the northward, 
but, beine^ warmly received by ar battery at “ Pen-in’s 
4^oint” (Cliitpiir), they had turn,ed off eastwards towards 
Dum-Duiii, and from that direction, on the* morning of 
the IStli, swarmed aU roiint^'the town. 

Still it is hardly fair to assert, as Macaulay docs, that 
“the Fort was taken after a feeble resistance.” Consi- 
dering tlie proved inca})acity of the military leaders, 
and the almost entire ignorance even of the use of fire- 
arms on the part of the majority of the d(‘fenders, the 
wonder is that the resistance was as obstinate as it was. 
The main strength of the defence lay in the one hundrt'd 
and seventy-four Europeans, counting the untrained 
militia, that had been hastily embodied, and the backbone 
of this latter were the “ Factors ” and “ junior writers ” 
to whose pluck and devotion Tlolwell i>ays this high 
tribute — “ From the militia, about six'ty-five, chielly 
Europeans, entered as volunteers in the battalion (most 
of them your own covenanted servants), in whose just 
})raise 1 can hardly say enough. They sustained every 
hardship of duty, greatly beyond the military them- 
selves, their address in the use of their arms was 
astonishing, the short time there was to tiain them 
considered, and, though their bravery may have been 
ecjualled, I am sure it has not been exceeded by any set 
of men whatsoever.” The l)attery known as the eastern 
or centre (which stood three liundred yards from the 
Fort, opposite the Mayor s Cour/y, tiie site of the present 
Scotch Church) was partly held by a detachment of the 
militia commanded by Holweli, and the lighting of it 
in a very exposed position was most dogged. So heavy 
was t|.ie fire on it from the points of vantage near, that 
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only the men necessary to work the guns wer(5 at last 
allowed to remain in the rest got under cover in the 
Court-house, and took up .the places from time to time 
of those Avho \t^cre shot down. At length Captain Clay- 
ton, the Military Ollicer in efiarge, directed Hoi well to 
go to tlie Fort at five p.m. to report the state of things and 
get orders. HoJwell returned with order to withdraw 
and to spike up tlie cannon we could not bring oil*” 
The two other advanced batteries were also withdrawn 
at the same time, though that to the north had success- 
fully re])ulsed the enemy, and that to the south had 
never been attacked at all. This latter stood at the 
corner of the old burial-ground in which -St. Johns 
Church was aftei*wards built, on the brink ot* a creek 
attorwards filled up, about where Hastings Street, 
CH)uncil House Street, and Covernment Place now meet. 
P)ut the best prodf of unllinching perseverance in 
was sliown when the exhausted remnant df the besieged 
fiercely iiuiintaiiied the defence of the Fort for two 
days after they had Jbeeii deserted by the Chief Civil and 
JMilitary authorities. 

As this is the first and oidy instancedn the history of 
Ilritish India in which those 1i)earing the iiaincs of 
Englishmen, and placed in a conspicuous position in a 
time of war, set au example of cowardice, desertion, and 
inhumanity in leaving coJurade.s to their fate, it will be 
as well in a few extracts to let the eye- witnesses speak 
to the facts. 

It may he premised that, on the evening and night of 
the 18th, the Fort was pronounced untonaide, and a 
general retreat on thcTollowing night hy the river was 
judged the most eligible step, — all tlie ladies, Portujipese 
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woBien, and unnecessary ])eople being first embarked 
daring the night and all the coniing day, the 19 th : 

‘^Unluckily,*’ says Mr. Cook, /^iio orders relating to the 
intended general retreat had been published, aiid as the reso- 
lution of retreating yvas kiK^wu by the \vhole garrison by 
report, without the incthod which had been planned for putting 
it ill cxeentioii, man}' of the iidiabitants imagined everybody 
was to shift for Iiiuiself, and endeavour to get on board such 
vessel as he conveniently could. Upon this presiiinption 
several left the Factory and made their retreat to the ships. 

. , . . To add to the general confusion between nine and 

ten (a.m.) the Dodtfiny, on hoard of Avbich ship wore Messi*s. 
Maiiiiingbam and Fraiikland, weighed her anchor and drop- 
ped down to SnrmansM hardens (about the site of modern 
‘Cooly Bazaar or Hastings^). This ill-jndged circumstance 
occasioned all the uproar and misfortune that followed, for the 
moment it was observed many of the gentlemen on shore (who 
pcrh>»ps never dreamed of leaving the Factory till everybody 
did) iininediatoiy jumped into such boats as were at the Factory 
stairs, and rowed to the ships. Amongst those who left the 
Factory in this unaccountable manner^ were Mr. Drake (tlio 
Covernor), Mr, Macket, Captain (Commandant Minchin, and 
Ca])tain (jlrant. less than quarter of an liour tliose who 
persevered in defending the Fort, found tliemselves abandoned 
by all the seniors of Council aiul the })riiicii)al military oflicers, 
and had the mortification likewise to see themselves deprived 
of the means of retreating by the desertion of the ships and 
boats. 

Messrs. Manningliam and yratikland, it seems, 'em- 
barked on board tlie Dodulay on the evening of the 
18 th, having ''tendered the' elves” for the duty of 
assisting in the einbarkatioi. of some of the European 
wom^en ; thence they refused to re turn and join the 
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Council on tlio night of the 18th, “ though m^re thsfti 
once summoneJ to it by^yoiir President:*' 

‘‘ As soon as it was known the Governor had left the Factor}^, 
the gate toward^ the river w*as immediately locked to prevent 
any further desertion ; and the* general voice of the garrison 
called for Mr. Ilolwell to take *t he clnfrge of their defence 
upon him. A council being hastily summoned, Mr. Pearkes, 
tlio senior then on shore, waived his right to the Government 
in favor of Mr. H (dwell, who thereupon acted in all respects as 
( hmmander-in-Chief, and exerted his utmost to encourage 
everyone. Signtils Avere now thrown out from every par^ 
of the Fort for the ships to come up again to their station, in 
ho})es they Avould have reflected (after the first impulse of 
their ])anic was over) how cruel, as well as shamcCul, it was to 
leave their countrymen to the mercy of a barbarous enemy ; 
and for that reason we made no (huibt they would have attempt- 
ed to cover the retreat of those left behind, now they had 
secured their own f but we deceived ourselves and tlierc never 
was a single efl'ort made in the two days tlw Fort helS out 
after their desertion, to send a boat or vessel to bring off any 
j)art of the garrison. All the llUh, the enemy pushed on 
their attack with groat vigor, and having posses-cd themselves 
of the Church, not thirty or forty yards from the cast curtain 
of the Fort (the first Church stooiV on the site of the western 
end of present Writers’ r>uildings], they galled the garrison in a 
terrible manner, and killed i^id wmuiulod a j)rodigious number. 
In order to prevent this havoc as much as possible, we got up a 
ijuantity of broadcloth in bales wdth which avo made traverses 
aloi^ the curtains and bastions: Ave fixed uj) likeAviso some 
bales of cotton against* tlfl) parapets (Avbicb AA’oro very thvi 
and of brickwork only) to resist the cannon-balls, and did 
everything in our po\ver to 'flu their attempt j^nd hold out, 
if possible, till the Priuch (hu.^ e (a company’s ship employed 
in the country) could drop down low^ enough to give iis an 
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uppurt unity of getting on board. This ship had, in the com- 
mencement of hostilities (on the IQth), been ordered up to 
Perrin^s to assist that redoubt in case the enemy made a 
second attack ; but after they wheeled their army round 
towards Diimdumma, the party at that post was withdrawn 
as no longer necessary, and the Prince George directed to 
fall down to her station, opposite the soutli-east bastion of 
the Fort. She was in siglit about noon of the 19th, and 
was now the only glimmering of hope left us to escape 
falling into the hands of the Moors. Our situation and 
distress was therefore communicated to the commander of 
her (Thomas Hague), and he positivcl}'^ directed to bring 
his ship as near the Fort as he could, without loss of 
time. These instructions were transmitted on board by the 
hands of Messrs. Pearkes and Lewis, and we began now to 
entertain some expectation of making a general retreat, not- 
withstanding what had happened in the morning ; but it was 
otherwise determined by Providence, for, by some strange fata- 
lity, the Prince George ran aground a little above the Factory 
(owing to the pilot’s misconduct, who lost his presence of 
mind) and was never after got off. 

‘‘ The enemy suspended their attack as usual when it grew 
dark ; but the night was not le.ss dreadful on that ticcount. 
The Company’s house, Mr; Cnittonden’s, Mr. Nixon’s, Doctor 
Knox’s, and the marine yard were now in flames, and exhibited 
a spectacle of unspeakable terror. AVc were surrounded on 
all sides by the Nawab’s forces whicli made a retreat by land 
impracticable ; and wo had not even the shadow of a prospect 
to effect a retreat by water after the Prince George run 
aground. 

^‘Outlie first appearance of dawn of the 20th June the 
besiegers renewed their cannonading — they pushed the siege 
this morning with much more wanntll and vigour' than over 
they Va-ti done/’ &c., &c . — {CooPs Evidences) 
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Hero are a few extracts from Hohveirs account of the 
same transactions, whicU will show that whatever ex- 
cuses may have been ur^ed (and of course they were 
varied and numerous) for the first flight, there was no- 
thing to palliate tlie noii-rctu\ii of tl^ja .men ; even a few 
of the vessels and boats might have come back on the 
flood and anchored safely under the guns of tlie Fort : 

Your Presidont, with the rest of the ships, vessels, and 
Louts followed them” (i. e.y Messrs. M. and F.) the 19th about 
nine in the forenoon ; they hi}" in sight of our Fort and flag fly 
ing until tlic 20th. About eleven in the forenoon they saw the 
aSV. GcorgCy our last resource, was aground, and could not come 
down to our succour, and heard us engaged witli ‘the enemy 
during all this period. Tliey knew the desperate state they 
liad left and abandoned us in without all possibility or means of 
escape or retreat ; and this their own doing. They were sensi- 
ble we had not aintnunitiou to defend the Fort two days, ^r if 
wc had, that our strength witli continued fatigue, watching, and 
action was exhausted, and that wc were reduced to the wretched 
alternatives of either sacrificing our lives by resolving to die 
swin\l in hand, or surrender ourselves to an eni*Mged and mer- 
ciless enemy ; and yet neither ships, vessels or boats were 
sent to favour our retreat, eiKpiife what was our fate, or 
whether wc existed or liad perished. 

“A single sloop or boat stnt up on the uight of the lOtli 
might have liailod us from the bastions without risk, even if 
tlic place had been in possession of the enemy, the ct)ntrary 
of which they would have been ascertained of, and the fleet 
might have moved up thaf iiTght. This motion would have< 
put fresh spirits into us and given dismay to the enemy already 
not a little disheartened, by the iiimibcrs slain in tlM3 day when 
dislodged from the houses I'ouud us. Had the ships moved up 
and our forces reunited and part of the ammunition on tfcard 
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tliem been disembarked for the service of the l^rt, the Sub a 
might at last have been obliged to retreat with his army, or 
at worst, the effects might ha\;e been shipped off* the 20th 
even in the face of the enemy, without tlieir having power to 
obstruct it, and a goperal rctV‘eat made of tlie whole garrison, 
as glorious to ourselves, all circumstance considered, as a victory 
w’ould have been. I’lic gentlemen W’onld then have fcaind a 
])lan ready formed to the minutest circumstances for a general 
retreat that would have been attended with no disorder, confu- 
sion or difficulty if proper resolution and commaiul had appeared. 
Had your President, as was incumbent on him, hoisted his flag 
on board the Dodahty, of which he was likewise part owner, and 
moved up even on the 20th, not a man or vessel but would 
have followed him, and he W'ould then have been early enough 
to have given a new face to things ; but in jdace of tluit he 
rendered himself totally inexcusable by not oidy (juitting us 
himself, but in tolling others, and amongst them some of the 
otflciers of the militia tlien on board the Dodtday^ that the 
retreat was general, thereby cooling the resolutions and en- 
deavours of those who Tvere returning* to us, and bad never 
lUice entertained a thought of (piitting the Fort.’^ hffsowliere 
Holwell says : — Had we been joined in our councils, and the 
diip;^ continued under the protection of our guns, or been 
wrought back, and any, the least command exerted, wo had it 
u our power to leave the Suba the bare walls of your Fort 
)nly without a gun in it tliat wmild have been of any use to 
lim, or injury to us or the sliipjung.^’ 

One of the excuses assigned for their not coming 
)ack was because (matchless argument in the mouths of 
>fficers deserting their men, of soldiers or sailors aban- 
loniiig their comrades) “Captain Young, Commander 
the Dodalay, represented it as axlangerous attempt ! ! 
is stated in a very early number of the Calcutta 
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Rcvievj by a writer, who, we remember, i^oucnes on this 
episode, but does not, wg tliiiik, give his authority, that 
an excuse alleged in mitigation of the poltroonery of 
Roger Drake, the Oovernor, was that he was a Quaker, 
and therefore, as a man of jjieace, got out of the sight 
of bloodshed, &c., &c. 

Tlio same writer adds, that Voltaire recognized in 
these conscientious scruples an ex)»]anation of the be^ 
trayal of his trust; from all whicli it may be inferred 
how hard puslierl liis ajiologists were. 

lncre<lible as it may seem to-day, tlio deserters do not 
appear to have been called to account b^" tlie Home 
(government ; Maiiuingham, Frankland, and Itfacket are 
even ]U'omoted in Council, in a Despatch dated 11th 
A])ril 1758. Drake’s name does not apj>ear as Governor 
ill any despatcli sent out after the news of the taking 
of (\‘ilcutta may •have reached England, lie was 
ciated, however, umler orders from home, as one of a 
Select (k)mmittee with Clive and two otliers. What a 
yea-nay-thing lie appeared to that man of action may 
be gathered from his Lordship’s evidence before the Par- 
liamentary Conimitt(‘e, r/r. ; “ It Avas taken into con- 

sidiu'aiioii by the Committee whether they vshoulJ under- 
take the attack of Chandernagor at tlic risk of displeas- 
ing the Nawab and having* liis army to encounter, Mr. 
Drake gave an opinion that no body could make any- 
tbing of.” We voted,” adds Clive, ‘'Mr, Drake’s no 
opinibn at all.” 

The final capture of the Fort is dcscrllicd b}^ some 
Avriters as a surrender of it by Hoi well, but^ this does 
not exactly convey wh<it the principal actor himself 
reported to his honuufable masters, viz ,, — It AAmuld s^m 
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tliat, by noon of the 2()th, of the one biindred and 
seventy men left after the desertion, twenty-live hnd 
been killed, and about twice as many been Avoundod, 
owing maitdy to an attennpt of tlio enemy to carry the 
northern curtain b}^ escalade, umler the suj^port of a 
heavy muvsketry fire from a remnant of Mr. CruttendeTrs 
house (present Bonded Wafehouse). All were exhaust- 
ed, and (according to some) many of the lower ranks 
were under the influence of arrack. 

Great pressure had been put on Holwell to make 
overtures to the enemy for a' cessation of hostilities, 
pending the ascertaining of the pleasure of the 8uba. 
He strongly opposed this as futile; however, to fpiiet 
his own people, he caused letters to bo thrown over 
addressed to two of the Suba’s Generals, explaining that 
the defence of the Fort Avas persisted in in preserv^ation 
of life and honour. By this, too, hoped to gain 
time to put in execution a scheme of forcing a retreat 
that night through the southern barrier by tlie river 
side, and of inarching to the cover of the shijis lying at 
Hastings. This, he says, they meditated, “ having no 
dependence on, the clemency of the enemy we bad to 
deal with.” 

For more than two hours after the repulse of th« 
northern attack, the enemy disappeared, but about 
four P. M. word was brought Holwell that a man was ad- 
vancing Avith a flag, and calling out to cease firing, and 
offering quarter in case of jsurrender. It was hastily 
agreed that this sh^mld be answered by the show of a 
flag of truce on our side, with which Holwell rejiaircd 
to the S. E. bastion. Soon afterwards ''multitudes of 
th£ enemy came out of their hidlngplaces round us, and 
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Hocked under the walls.” In answer to IT ol well, one of 
the encni\^’s officers caljed out that the Su])a was there, 
and his ])leasure was that we should strike our C(dours 
and surrender. Jleforc Ifolwell could reply, Laillie, 
wlio was standing ])y him, wJ^s wounded, and an attempt 
was siniultaneou>ly ma<lo to force the S. \V. harrier and 
the eastern g;ite. A gun was hronght to hear on the 
Latteu*, and tlie enemy <)rd(U*(‘d to witlidraw, which they 
did, the flag of trm;e was takcm down, and Ilolwell 
“ hastened to tli(‘ parade to issue orders for a general 
discliarge of our cannon ami small ai'ins.” “ The moment 
1 avriv'cd ther(i C captain ]>ickson (who now eommands 
tiui \Liv(‘hi' (iViihl), at present in your sej'vieg), and just 
aftei‘ him Eu.'^ign Wiil<‘ot, came running to im^aml (old 
me tlie western gate was forco<l hy our own ju-ople ami 
betrayed.” About twenly of the gai'i ison got out at the 
same time, ami c^ideavoured to escn]>e i*y tlu* river Kank. 
This was the eml, “The Moors” swarims-l iu and plant- 
ed tlieir colours on the bastions. They refrained ti'om 
bloodshed, but took to looting instead, de])riving the 
gi'iitlemeu of their watche.s, buckles, ami any valuables 
they had aht)ut them. To the iirst flamadar who scaled 
the S, W. bastion. Hoi well delivered his ])istols, and 
was told to instantly order the British colours to he cut 
down. This lie refused to* do, saying that, as masters 
of the Fort, they might order it themselves. Ifis sAvord 
was demanded then, hut (his he declimal to give unless 
in flie presmice of th« 8*iha. With this object he Avai> 
conducted round the ram[>arts till*th(‘y came opposite to 
where Suraj-a-Daula^was outside. Hoi well .^ilaained to 
him from the ram peart,* and then delivered liis sword to 
the Jamadar. The Suba returned the salaam fronf his 
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lilter, arid then moved round by the northern curtain 
and entered the Fort by the , small river gate. His 
younger brother was with him. Hoi well “had three 
interviews with him that evening, one in Durbar.” At 
first he “ expressed much lesentment at our presump- 
tion in defending the Fort against his army with so 
few men, asked why I did not run away with my 
Governor, &c., &lc., and seemed much disappointed and 
dissatisfied at the sum found in the treasury ; asked me 
many questions on this subject, and on the conclusion 
he assured me on the word of a soldier that no harm 
should come to me, wliich ho repeated more tlian once.” 

With reference to this promise, it is not, we believe, 
disputed that the Suba had nothing to <lo witli the 
infringement of it. Tlie subsequent treatment which tlie 
prisoners were subjected to, was the woik of ignorant and 
brutal subordinates, and the most that can be laid to the 
charge of the-Nawab in connection with this, is that he 
took no active part in seeing his promise carried out ; 
and that he showed no concern wliatever on learning, 
the next morning, the terrible sufierings of his ca))tives 
during the previous night. His nai juw mind was sim- 
ply occuj)ied in appraiifing the jilunder that had fallen 
into his clutches, and giving vent to his vexation and 
disappointment at its being much below tlie exag- 
gerated amount that his greedy imagination had ex- 
pected. Mr. Secretary Cooke, in his evidence, sa3^s dis- 
, tinctly : — “ Between six and^se^^eii Surajah Dowlah left 
the Fort, the charge whereof was given to Manick 
Chund as^ Governor,” and, considering that flames were 
all around, and that the interior of the Fort must have 
beefi like a charnel house, it is Sfnpst jirobable that he 
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spent the sultry night at the camp, near OtiiichunQ’s 
Garden at the Mahratta Ditch (the modern Hulsee Ba- 
gan). It is difficult, towever, to reconcile his absence 
from the Fort with the message which was brought 
back to Holwell when imploring for another prison for 
liim.self and his gasping companions* viz.^ that it could 
not be done but by the Siiba’s order, and that no 
one dared awake him.” This answer, however, might 
easily have been given without tho messenger having 
really ascei'tained who was tho chief authority at hand. 
Macaulay, in one of *108 characteristic amjdifications 
says : — Tlie Nawab had slept off his debauch, and per- 
mitted the door to be opened.” There is not a shadow 
of evidence to show that this lad of eighteen had been 
indulging in debauch during the night; indeed, the 
early hour, daybreak, which Macaulay assigns to his 
waking and pi exceeding to business, is opposed to this 
idea. 

Tho handing ov(‘r of Holwell and three more of the 
survivors of the Black Hole to the custody of Meer 
Mudd<an ((huKU-al of the Household Troops) while he 
set the rc‘st at lihiu-ty, was duo to the false conviction 
that there was buried treasure* ift the Fort, the discovery 

When Holwoll r?nno out of *tlic coJl, ho lay on tho outside 

the verandah, but was quickly summoned from there to attend the 
Suba, to whom ho was led by mou supporting liim under each arm. 
On his way a friendly Jemadar told him to make a full confession 
as to where tho treasure swjretcd. or he would be “ shot off fronv 
the mouth of a cannon." The Suba, ou liudinj»‘ him unable to speak 
from exhaustion and from his tonjyue being parched, ordered him 
water and “a large folioVolnme ” (no doubt one of fhe warehouse 
lodgers), which lay on a heap of plunder, to be placed for him to sit 
on. When he was led .away after disavowing all knowledge ol con- 
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of which his advisers suggested might be extorted from 
them. Of the extreme brutality; of the treatment suf- 
fered by those four gentlemeu on tlioir agonizing jour- 
ney* to Murshidabad, the Nawab knew nothing till 
afterwards; and when hp himself reached Hiighli, 
where he released Watts and Collet, on his return fi-om 
Calcutta to his capital, he enquired for Hoi well and his 
fellow-prisoners, and expressed anger at their having 
been sent to jrurshiilabad. Hoon after his arrival 
there, when tlie prisoners managed to attract liis notice 
as he passed b\^ in liis palankin, lie seems to have but 
just recalled their existence, and lie at once ordei’ed 
them theii; lilierty, directing at the same time tluit, 
when their irons were cut oil* they wer(‘ to lie conducted 
wherever they chose to go, and that care was to be 
taken that they suffered no trouble or insult. And 
even^when pressure had been put on him. by liis courti(‘rs 
to detain Hoi well, and hand him over to Manick Chand 
to be ‘^sque(*zed” on the ])lea that lie able to 

procure money, the young Nawab replii'd, “ It may be ; 


cealed money, one of the grnards hjid ii larij^c lUalnxtt.'i biiMlc-axe, 
with the edg^e turned towards** the l)ri^oIIl‘^ (’oohe wlio saw llolwell 
thus escorted, erroneously supposed an ? pave out tliat he was poinp 
to execution. What a scene in its infancy for Imperial (’aleutta to 
look back on ! 

This journey lasted over a fortnij-lit; the pri.soners wore con- 
veyed in a leaky boat, with no slielter over them by day or night. 
They lay on bamboos, and were often half immersed in water, 'riicir 
h)od was rice, and the water aloiigsifie. Tlioir bodi(*s woni covered 
with large painful boils, as was the case With all tliose who survived 
the Black Hole ; in this condition they were heavily ironed. llol- 
well, though in extreme pain himself, was obliged to tend and feed 
his fitiJl more helpless companions. On arrival at Murshidabad, 
they^^were led in chains through the crowded City. 
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if he has anything left, let him keep it ; his vsufferings 
havc5 bc(‘n great; he slmll have his liberty/' 

Sni-aj-a-Daula’s short, life was fruitful in vice an<l 
crime. Wiiters have dwelt on these, and have kept out 
of sight tlic few good acts wVich might fairly be shown, 
not in exculpation, hut in mitigation of damages. So 
true is it that “ num’s evil manners live in brass; their 
virtues we write in water.” 

Everyone who has occasion to allude even casually 
to this journey of lloVwell and his three companioirr 
(Messrs. Oouit, Burdi't, and Ensign Walcut) in fetters to 
Murshidabad, by Avater, after their womlmful survival 
of the lilaek llolci, should go ouf of his Avay to remind 
English readers of the extreme kiiid!i(‘ss shown to our 
countrymen in their great misery, by the Chiefs of the 
French and Dutch Factories. No a{)ology, therefore, is 
offered Jbr the insertion of an extract or two clironftling 
this, before dealing with some sites in old Fort William; 

‘‘On the 7tli 'Inly, early in the morning, we came iu sight 
of the French Factor^" (Coswsimhazar). I had a letter prepared 
for M. Law, the ('liief. On the receipt of my letter, M. Ltiw, 
with niucli politeness and humanity^ came down to the water 
side and remained near an hour witli us. lie gave the Shaik 
a genteel present for his civilities, and oflered him a consider- 
able reward and security if lie would permit us to laud for au 
hour’s refreshment : but he replied, liis head would jiay for 
the iiidiilgcnco. After M. Law had given us a supply of 
cloaths, linen, provision^, Hquors, and cash, wo left his Fa(> 
tory wdth grateful hearts and complimeuts 

“Daring onr residence here (Moorshedabad) wf experienced 
every act of humanity aud friendship from Mons. Law and 
Mynheer Vornct, tbp french and Dutch Chief of Cos8in:|)azar, 
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who left no means iinessayed to procure our release. Our j)ro- 
visions were regularly sent us from the Dutch Taiiksal [mint] 
in Coriemabad, and we were daily visited by Messrs, lloss and 
Ekstone, the chief and second there, and indeed received such 
instances of commiseration an(? aftectioii from Mynlieer lloss 
as will ever claim my most grateful remembrance. 

The whole body of Armenian merchants too were most 
kind and friendly to us, particularly Aga Manuel Satoon. We 
were not a little indebted to the obliging good-natured be- 
haviour of Messrs. (Warren) Hastings and Chambers, who 
gave us as much of their company Jis they could. They had 
obtained their liberty by the French and Dutch Chiefs becom- 
ing bail for their appearance. This security was often tender- 
ed for us, but without effect.^^ 

The (question is occasionally asked in the local news- 
papers, chiefly, we believe, by casual visitors, “ Where 
was the Black Hole ?” and answers more or less conjec- 
tural arc given from time to time; yet, though the Black 
Hole itself was improved away }^(iars ago, there should 
be little difficulty in pointing out its a]>proximate site, 
in the immediate neighbourhood of what still remains 
of the old Fort. 

Dr. Chevers, we remember, made tins ])r(^tty clear in 
an interesting contribution on the subject, a good many 
years ago, to we forget what periodical or ntwspaper. 

Following mainly the description by Orino and the 
maps of the time, it may be said that the first Fort 
William (built at the close of the*17th Century) lay*be- 
tween a street called Tankshall Street (now Coila Ghat) 
on the south, and Fort Ghat Street (Fairlie Place) on the 
north ; its western side fronted the river, and its eastern 
face^’ what was long known as Old Fort Street, now 
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Dalliousie Square, West. The east and west sides were 
<jf e(|ual measurement,# and much longer than the north 
and south sides, the south side being somewhat longer 
than the nofth. The main gate of the Fort jirojected 
from the eastern curtain, anemone standing in it would 
look up what was then called the avenue leading to the 
eastward, now Dalliousie Square, North, Lall Bazar, etc, 
A little less than half the Foi-t fronted the Lall Bagh. 

What tlie inner construction of the Fort was, may be 
guessed at by any one entering a gate to the north of 
the Post Office and walking down, after a turn to his 
left, towards the river ; on his right he ^vill see wdiat at 
first glance seems to be a double rpw of arches support- 
ed on short ]>owerful and shapely columns, and facing 
liim a ])ortiou of a broken wall, on which, and apparent- 
ly on some of the arches, stands a house, now, w’o believe, 
occupi(‘d by the i^ostmaster. 

Until lately tlic jutting out wall showed its rugged 
fracture, but recently this end has lieen sipiared off with 
iieAv bricks, ami it /is Avell the little columns and arches 
ncai*, have been })lastered over, thus concealing the small 
neat, original brickwork. 

The wall is wliat remains of {lie southern curtain of 
the Fort; it is about nine feet thick. The arches and 
columns constitute the ‘ piazza • of the old descriptions. 
They arc still in perfect preservation ; the aidies are 
about ten feet wide, the columns about four feet in dia- 
meter. There arc about a dozen of the arches remaining^ 

When one enters the cloister-like area, it may be seen 
that the inner iirchcs have been filled up, otjierwise one 
could see through them into what was the interior of the 
Fort, i. e., the courtyard and parade. 
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'The pi/izza, as now seen qji the south side, is about 
twent}^ feet wide, and went in all probability round the 
Fort, as did a range of buildings used as godowns or 
warehouses, laying between the piazza and the outer 
wall, having very ^little ^ir and light admitted into 
them through the piazza, which looked into the central 
open sj^aec of the Fort. Tlu^ depth of the warehouses, 
i.e., from the curtain wall behind them to the piazza, was 
about fourteen feet, and those that adjoined the eastern 
wall were used as barracks. 

“ On each side of the eastern gate,” says Oime, '' ex- 
tended a range of ('.hambers adjoining to th(‘ curtain, and 
befoj-e the (;‘hambers a V(‘randa or open gallery ; it was of 
arched luasomy and int<mded to shelter the soldiers from 
the sun and rain, but being low, almost totally obstructed 
the clianibors behind them from the light and air.” These 
were tlio barracks which, according tO’ Hoi well, “were 
open to the west by arches and a small parapet wall 
corresponding to the arches of the veranda without.” 

If this was the accommodation provided for the good, 
well behaved sohliers in those days, liow did the trouble- 
some refractory ones fare ? The Black Hole prison was 
at the south end of those barracks, i.c., it was cut oft of 
them by a wall containing a door opening inwards, and 
was provided with two small baned windows which were 
made by bricking up a ])ortion of two of the seiies of 
arches which the Black Hole had in common with the 
jest of the barracks. At the (Mid* of it was the east “end 
of the southern wall ; at the back vyas the dead eastern 
wall ; ill frejnt the all but occluded, arches (barred), on 
the north the interposed partition wall containing the 
door/ through which the unfortunate soldier was run in. 
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to be placed in the stocks, ^lon maddened perhaps to 
insubordination by the heat, the darkness, and the mos- 
quitoes, his constant companions in the barracks proper. 

A close and darkened cell of some kind was at the time 
an a])pendage of every llritisll^barrack. It was supposed 
to aid in the maintaining of discipline. As a means of 
punislim(‘,nt it was higlily objectionable in any climate, 
but the importation of such a piece of Western barbarity 
into a country so peculiarly nnsuited foi‘ it as India was 
inconceivably stupid and ))rutal. All tliat can be said 
for it is, that it was an *ottsh()ot of the ignorantly inhu- 
man prison arrangements prevalent in England prior to 
tlie great jail j’efoniiaiion. 

As rc'gards the dimensions of thi^; prison, Orme saj^s it 
was ‘‘a room not twenty feet square.’' Ilohvcll calls it 
“ a cube oi about eigliteen feet,” but Jolin Cooke parti- 
cularizes more, and says it was about eigliteen leet long 
and fourteen feet wide. It was obtained, therefore, by 
partit ioning oh* eighteen feet from the southern end of 
the barracks, and its width was the distance fi*om the 
dead wall behind (east of) it, to the arches in front look- 
ing westward, tlu* windows in which afibrded the only 
means for the ingress of air. Along the eastern side ol 
tliis room, as of the barracks also, ran a platform three 
feet irom the floor and six feet wide. 

The Black Hole therelbi'c was in proximity to the 
seuth-(‘ast bastion on which Holwell stood with the flag oi 
truc^, and from which he hastened to urge a final rally. 
The jiortion of the southern curtain still standing must 
have been close to th^ corresponding south-w,ost bastion 
which the Jemadar sealed who ordered the colours to be 
cut down. Taking, fliercfore, the line given us bjl the 
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remnant of the southern and remembering that it was 

one hundred and thirty yards long, and that its junction 
with the eastern curtain (which was two hundred and 
ten yards long) indicates pretty closely the site of the 
Black Hole, we caig^iot be Hr wrong in placing this about 
the northern end of the entrance to the present Post Office. 
We doubt that there are any other data available which 
would enable us to fix it with closer approximation. It 
was, we think, Dr. Chevers who suggested, in the paper 
already alluded to, that a very good idea of the Black 
Hole may be derived frotn a visit to an existing apart- 
ment in the ruins of the old Fort, into the formation of 
which the .roiniiant of the outer soutliern wall enters. 
This room is <piite open on one side (the eastern) and 
quite closed on two, while in front of it is the western 
end of the remaining piazza. In width, that is, from the 
curtain to the pillar and arch, it shows the corros)K)nding 
measurement of the Black Hole. In fact, if the open side 
were provided with a wall containing a door, and if the 
two arches in front (or rather the arch and-a-half which 
would be comprised in eighteen feet) were ]>artly l)ricked 
up and furnished with barred openings, there would bo 
as accurate a model as one could have of the Black Hole, 
bearing in mind that the actual prison adjoined the other 
(eastern) end of the southern curtain. 

The occupants of this room and of the large portion 
of the piazza still to be seen were (on the evening of the 
..capture) in such close vicinity* to the Black Hole prison 
that they must have had full cognizance of the tragedy 
being enacjted a few yards off. 

Thej’^ must have heard, above the general ujiroar, the 
imptdorings for air and water, and at last for even death 
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tself in some less linr^cring ami less terrible form. They 
must have seen the lights held up to the windows by the 
guards without, while w/tter was supplied' to those 
within, partl}^ in pity, partly to gratify the malignant 
curiosity of secirig the frenzied struggles for the few 
mouthfuls that co\ild reach the crowd, in the hats thrust 
thi’ough the bars by tlK>se in the outer ranks ; ami when 
the moi’iiing dawned they could have seen the bringing 
out of the twent3"-threc surviving victims of that “ great 
crime, memorahle lor ijs singular atrocity — memorable 
for the tremendous retribution by which it was followed.” 

The (juestion of course arises — How a body of men 
numbering one hundred and f )rty-hvo (a goo<l many of 
whom, however, were wounded) consented to be i)ackcd 
into a d(‘n, the obvious result of which must be suffoca- 
tion ? In explanation for those who have forgotten the 
facts, the followirig may be extracted from Holw^rs 
account, which appeared originally in a letter to a friend, 
who was familiar with all the structural and other details 
of the Fort ; hence tfiero was no nccessitj^ for the writer 
to bo as precise as we should like about the relative 
positions of the various localities pained : 

‘‘ As soon as it was dark, wo wore all, without distinction, 
directed by the guard over us. to collect ourselves iu one body 
and sit down cpiictly under the arched veranda or piazza, to 
the west of the Black Hole prison, and the barracks to the left 
of th^ court of guard : besides the guard over us, another was 
placed at the foot of the stair^at the south end of this veranda, 
leading up to the south-east bastion, to prevent any of us 
escaping tliat way. 

On the parade (wliere you will remember the two twenty- 
four pounders stood) • wore also drawn up about four or^five 
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hundred gun-men with lighted matches We 

observed part of the guard drawu up on the parade advance to 
us with the officers who had been viewing the rooms. They 
ordered us all to rise and go into the barracks to the left of 
the court of guard. lu w^ went most readily, and were 
pleasing ourselves with the prospect of passing a comfortable 
night on the platform, little dreaming of the infernal apart- 
ment in reserve for us. For wo were no sooner all within the 
barracks, than the guard advanced to the inner arches and 
parapet wall, and, with their muskets presented, ordered us to 
go into tlie room at tlie southernmost end of the barracks, 
commonly called the Black Hole prison : whilst others from 
the court of guard, with clubs and drawn scymitars, pressed 
upon those 'of us next to them. This stroke was so sudden, so 
unexpected, and the throng and pressure so great upon us 
next the door of the I Hack Hole prison, there ^Yas no resisting it, 
but like one agitated wave impelliiig another, we were obliged 
to give way and enter : the rest followed like a torrent, few 
amongst us, the soldiers excepted, having the least idea of the 
dimensions or nature of a place we had never seen ; for if wo 
had, we should at all events have rushed upon the guard, 
and been, as the lesser evil, by our own choice cut to pieces.’’ 

It would serve no iisbful end to recall in any detail 
the sufferings of the victims'of the Bla(dv Hole. Tliose 
curious in such matters can fihd in Holwelfs Narrative 
a minute account of the ten hours incarceration. “ No- 
thing in history or fiction ai^proachcs the horrors which 
were recounted by the few survk/ors of that night.’' A 
few passages, however, may be extracted mainly with 
the object fwhich we have endeavpured to keep in view 
throughout) of showing what good stuff was in the 
Englishmen who stuck to tlieir ti’u^^t, and who knew 
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how to manifest, in their extreme trial, some’ of the 
noblest qualities. 

The following incident occurred just before they were 
locked up, viz. : 

“ Here I must detain you a^ little tio do honour to the 
memory of a man to whom I had in many instances been a 
friend, and who on this occasion demonstrated his sensibility 
of it in a dc<j:ree worthy of a much higher rank. His name 
was Leech, tlie Company’s Smith as well as Clerk of the 
Parish ; this man had made his escape when the Moors entered 
the Fort, and returned just as it was dark to tell me ho had 
provided a boat, and would ensure my osca[)e if I would follow 
him through si })sissage few were ac([usiinted with, and by which 
he hsid thou entered. (This might easily have been accom- 
])lished, as the giisird put over us took but very slight notice 
of us.) I thsinked him in the best terms I was able, but told 
him it was a stop I could not prevail on myself to take, as I 
should thereby very ill repay tlie attachment the gentlc*ftien 
and the garrison had shown to me ; and that I was resolved to 
share their fate, be it what it would ; but pi'essod him to secure 
his own escape without* loss of time, to which ho gallantly re- 
[)lied that then he was resolved to share mine and would not 
leave me.” 

Ilolwell, having been amongst the first thrust into the 
prison, gained one of the openings, called, by courtesy, 
windows, into which he took two of the wounded ofticers 
who soon died either from sufibcatioii, or under the 
awful pressure occasioned by all trying to get near the 
window — 

Being unable to bear the wedging up any longer, about 
eleven P.M. “ determined now to give up everything, I called to 
thorn aud begged as. tfie last instance of their regard, \hey 
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would remove the pressure upon me and permit me to retire 
out of the window to die in quiet. They gave way, and with 
much difficulty I forced a passage into the centre where the 
throng was less by the many dead. 1 travelled over the dead 
to the further end of the platform. Death I ()xj)ccted as 
unavoidable and only lamented its slow approach, though the 
moment I quitted the window my breathing grow short and 
painful. Here my poor friend, Mr. Edward Eyre (Member of 
Council) came staggering over the dead to me, and, with his 
usual coolness and good nature, asked me how J did 1 but fell 
and expired before I had time to make him a reply.” 

Unable to bear the torturing pains in the chest owing 
to deprivati{;ri of air, he was obliged soon again to push 
for the window. Having gained the third rank from 
it he says : 

a few moments my pain, palpitation, and difficulty of 
breathing ceased ; but ray thirst continued intolerable. I 
called aloud for water for God^s sake. 1 fiad been concluded 
dead, but as soon as they heard me amongst them, tliey had 
still the respect and tenderness for me to cry out ‘ give him 
water, give him water ii(*r would one .of them at the window 
attempt to touch it until I had drunk.” 

Here is an incident extracted to give an opportunity 
for mentioning the strange vicissitudes fated for one of 
the actors : 

Whilst I was at the second window, I was observed by one 
of my miserable companions on the right of mo in the expe- 
dient of allaying my thirst by sucking my shirt sleeve, lie 
took the hint and robbed me from time to time of a consider- 
able part of my store ; though, after. I detected him, I liad 
ever the ad/Jress to begin on that sleev^e first, when I thought 
ray reservoirs were sufficiently replenished^ and our mouths 
and(,noses often met in the contest. This plunderer, I found 
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afterwards, was a worthy young gentleman in th8 service, 
Mr. Lushington, one of the few who escaped from death, and 
since paid me the compliment of assuring me he believed he 
owed liis life to the many comfortable draughts he had from 
my sleeves.’’ 

A few months later he played a subordinate part in 
an incident whicli has become liistorical, viz., the forg- 
ing of * Admiral Watson s name to the fictitious treat} 
devised for the deception of that badly treated man 
Omichund. Mr. Liisliington was Officiating Secretary tc 
Clive ; and by liis order,* it was Mr. Lusliingtou’s hanc 
that forged the signature, with (as several witnessej 
averred at all events) the Admiral’s knowledge ant 
tacit assent. Five years later Mr. Lusliington was the 
first who was cut to pieces in the Patna massacre : 

In the rank close behind me was an officer of one of th( 
ships whose name was C'arey, who had behaved with muci 

* It may not ))« generally known that the Army and Navy wer 
rather near coming to blows immediately after the re-capture of th 
Fort ill January 17. ■»7. It appears from Clive's evidemee before th 
Committoe, that when he entered the Fort at the head of the Company” 
troops, Captain Coote presented a commission from Admiral Watso 
appointing him (Coote) Governor of fhe Fort. Clive denied th 
Admiral's riglit to appoint a junior officer in the King’s service a 
Governor of the Fort, and told Coote that if he disobeyed bis ordei 
he would put him under arrest. Watson on learning this sent Captai 
Speke to know by what authority Clive took upon himself the con 
mand of the Fort ? Clive answered by that of his commission c 
Lieutipnant-Coloiiel and Commander of the land forces ; whereon tl 
Admiral retorted, “ that if fie did not abandon the Fort he should I 
fired out.” Clive still persisted, telling the Admiral that he would n< 
give up and could not be answerable for the consequence^. The matt( 
was finally compromised by tjie Admiral himself coming ashore ac 
taking command. Clive J^anding him the keys to be delivered^ tl 
former Governor and Council. 



82 


TOE BLACK HOLE. 


bravery "during the siege (his wife, a line woman, tliougli 
country born, would not quit him, but accompanied him juio 
the prison and was one who survived). This poor wretch had 
been long raving for water and Air ; I told liim I was deter- 
mined to give up life, and recommended his gaining my 
station. On my quitting he made a fruitless attempt to get 
my place : but the Dutch Serjeant who sat on my shoulder 
supplanted him. Poor Carey ex])ressed liis thankfulness, and 
said he would give up life too ; but it was with tlio utmost 
labor we forced our way from the w'indow (severtd in tlie 
inner ranks appearing tome dead standing), lie laid him- 
self down to die, and his death I believe was very sudden, for 
he was a short, full, sanguine man. His strength was great, 
and I imagine bad he not retired with me 1 should m'ver have 
been able to have forced my way. I found a stupor coming 
oil apace and laid myself down by that gallant old man, tla^ 
Uevd. Mr. Jervas liellamy, who lay <lead with Ids son, tlio 
lieutenant, hand in hand, near the soutlmriimost wall of the 
prison.” 

One extract more to show an instance of gri'at un- 
selfishness : 

‘‘ When the day broke and the gentli'inen found th:i,i no 
intreaties could jirevail to get (he door opened, it occurred to 
of them (I think to !\lr. Secretary Cooke) to make si'arch 
for 'me in hopes 1 might have influence enough to gam a release 
from the scene of misery. Accordingly Messi’s. laishingtoii 
and Walcot undertook the search, and by my shirt* discovered 
me under the dead upon the platform. They took mo from 

* To explain why this alforded menus of discovery, it imM be 
mentioned that soon after being pent up, .all the prisoners strihp.ed 
themselves \Y-ith the exception of Ilolwell, Mr. I'ourt, and the two 
wounded officers near him ; this measure wois one of the liopeless 
effoij^ made to get more room and Bom<i5 diminution of hejit and 
w^'ght. Holwell went into the prison without coat or waistcoat. 
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thence, and imagining I had some signs of life bfonglit ihe 
towards the window I had first possession of, but as life was 
eijually dear to every man* and the stench arising from tlje 
dead bodies was grown intolerable, no one would give up lus 
station in or near the wuiidow. So they were obliged to carry 
me back again. But soon after^.'^aptain •Mills (now ca}>tain of 
the Company’s yacht), who was in possession of a seat in the 
window, had the humanity to offer to resign it. I was again 
brought by the same gentlemen, and placed in the window.” 


The night of the Black Hole calamity was the hottest 
and sultriest night in the whole ycai-, i. c., that iinine- 
diatcly ])receding the first of the monsoon rains wliicdi 
M'ore late this year, not coming on till the night of tlic 
21st, when the rain fell in torrents. In addition to tliis 
it must bo reineiiiborcd that many buildings in ami 
around the Fort had been on fire for liours, the heat ami 
smoke from which must liave lent their tribute to ait the 
other liorrors ; it is marvellous therefore that so many as 
twenty-three lived till morning. 

The survival of diiy was no doubt due to the compara- 
tiv^e j’elief afforded by the destruction of veiy inany 
early in the night, who were pressed and trampled to 
<leath in the struggles for the water, and in the endeavorrs 
to carry out the suggestion of Mr. Baillie, that a move- 
niont of air might be promoted by all sitting down and 
rising together at word of command. This was fatal to 
the Avcakly, as, so closc^V" yacked were they, that man}- 
efforts and writhings were necessary before each could 
extricate himself from the sitting to the uprifjht position, 
and all those who could, not get up in time were on eacli 
occasion killed under ihc feet of their robustcr neigh l%>urs. 

c 
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The survival of a woman under these circumstances 
becomes still more extraordinary ; poor Carey probably 
exerted his strength as long as he could in helping her 
to withstand the pressure and struggling, and it may be 
to this that her escape was mainly due. 

There appeared in England, a couple of years ago, a 
short, interesting letter * in a London paper, extracted 

* We have since found a copy of this letter, and give it here : — 
“With reference to Mrs. Carey, one of the few survivors of the 
imprisonment in the Black Hole, and who is mentioned by Mr. Rainey 
in a recent number of the Saturday Evming Journal ^ I am able to 
quote the following interesting notes from a flyleaf at the end of 
our copy of Holwell’s ‘ Tracts.’ They are presumably in the hand- 
writing of the former owners of the book : — 

“Note 1. — August 13th, 1799. — This forenoon, between the hours of 
ten and eleven o’clock, visited by appointment, in company with 
Mr. Charles Child, at her house in Calcutta, situate in an angle at 
the head of the Portuguese Church-street, and east of the church, 
Mrs. Carey, the last survivor of those unfortunate persons who were 
imprisoned in the Black Hole at Calcutta, on the capture of that 
place in 1750 by Suraj-ud-Dowla. This lady, now fifty-eight (68) 
years of age, as she herself told me, is of a size rather above the com- 
mon stature, and very well proportioned ; of a fair Mesticia colour, 
with correct regular features, which give evident marks of beauty 
which must once have attracted admiration. She confirmed all which 
Mr. Hoi well has said on the subject of the Black Hole in the fore- 
going letter, and added that, besides her husband, her mother, Mrs. 
Ellcanor Watson (her name by second marriage), and her sister, aged 
about ten years, had also perished therein, and that other women, 
the wives of soldiers and children, had shared a like fate there. 

(Signed) Thomas Boileau, 

“ Note 2. — Mrs. Carey died Saturday, March 28, 1801. 

“ Note 3. — (Written by another h?,nd*) — Mrs. Carey was made the 
subject of some very pleasing Latin verses by Dr. Bishop, Head 
Master of Merchant Taylor’s (where Clive was educated), See ‘Nenice 
Poetic 0 B*‘(p. 2»0), A.D. 1766 : 

“ Quum jussu Eoi, Calcottica in arce, tyranni 
Captiva heu ! subiit tristia fata’ man us, 
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from an Indian one (not named), signed '' A. S. B.,” which 
gave what purported to^be a brief record of an interview 
with Mrs. Carey in Calcutta in 1799, when, according to 
her own statement, she was fifty-eight years of age and 
could have been only fifteeii;in 175G. The strange part 
of the inforaiation elicited from her was, that, while 
she endorsed all that Hoi well had written on the subject 
of the Black Hole, she added that her own mother and 
sister perished there also, as well as other women and 
children. Holwell certainly does not say in so many 
words that only one wbman went into the prison, but*" 
his phrase one hundred and forty-six wretches exhaust- 
ed by continual fatigue and action” seems to allude to 


Et passim furibunda siti. moribuuda calore, 

Corpora robustis succubuere viris. 

Focmina languor!, horrorique superfuit, omnes, 

Tam varie raiseraa focmina paesa vices. 

Scilicet ante pedes, spirantem extrema marituin, 

A'iderat ilia, pari membra datura ueci ; 

Ncc mora ; ptosiliunt oculis quasi fontibus undo). 

Et subita bumectant ora gementis aqiui ; 

Hinc vita, uncle dolor ; nesoit sitiendo perire. 

Cui sic dat lacrymas ejuas bib!lt ipsa fidcs.*’ 

(Seen. B. Wilson’s History of Merchant Taylor's School, p. 1098.) 
The above may be thus translated : — When, by the command of 
in Eastern tyrant, a captive band sulfcred, alas I a cruel fate in the 
^ort of Calcutta, and on all sides strong men fell, maddened by thirst 
hid. dying with heat, a woman outlived the weakness and the horror, 
k w^an endured all the turns ^f such varied misery. She saw her 
lusband breathe his last at her feet, and was about to yield herself 
o a like death, when lo ! the waters leap from her eyes as from 
prings, and bedew her IJps with snddep moisture, (^rief gives her 
ifo. She cannot die of thinst. to whom fidelity itself thus gives tears 
or drink.” — A. S. 
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men only.** Cooke says distinctly that there was only 
one woman ; still the probability seems to us to be in 
favour of the evidence attributed to Mrs. Care 3 ^ The 
retreat by the boats was such a‘ hurried and disorganized 
one, that it is very unlikely that every woman and 
child but one was got oft*. Holwell and Cooke might 
easily have been mistaken considering that the thrusting 
into the prison occurred in the dark, and that in the 
morning they were very unfit for any observation, even 
were time or oppoi-tunity for it aftorded, which was not 
tlie case, as the dead were immediately thrown ])roniis- 
cuously into the ditch of the unfinished ravelin and 
covered with earth. 

The relegation to a harem, which tradition assigns 
as the fate of Mrs. Carey, seems to rest on no substantial 
basis. Holwell says vaguely, the rest who survived 
the fatal night gained their liberty, e3i:ccpt Mrs. Cai’oy, 
who** was too young and handsome.” No poor creature 
emerging from the ordeal tliat she did cr)u]d then look 
either young or handsome, and the chances arc that she 
tottered on along with the rest towards Cooly Bazar, 
wliere the ships were still in sight. Orme (who acce])ts 
the belief of her being the only woman) consigns her to 
Meer Jaffir; while Macaulay gives her to the Prince at 
Murshidabad (Suraj-a Haula), a discrepancy suggestive 
of the untrustworthy evidence on which the story is 
founded, at all events in its ordinarily accepted signi- 
ficance. 

Length of days was given to at least three of those 
who came put of this great tribulation. Mrs. Carey 
died in Calcutta in 180f. 

Ca)^)tain Mills survived the Blade Hole for fifty-five 
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years, tlying, it is said, in England in 1811. It is curious 
to tliink that it is nol impossible that there may be 
people still living in India and England who may have 
seen or spoken to survdvors pf the terrible Black Hole. 

Holwell too lived to a fine old in England, where 
he died in 1798, aged eighty-seven. 

We must not, however, thus take leave of this remark- 
able man, with a bare record of his death. Though this 
sketch already nee<ls apology for the length by which it 
has exceeded its proposed limits, still space will not be 
grudgoil for a few lines in coiieliision regarding the career 
and the memory of John Zephania Holwell. 

Holwell was the son of a London mcrehant, and the 
grandson of a John Holwell, well known as a learned 
mathematician and astronomer who wrote towards the 
end of the 17th Centuiy. The father and grandfather 
of the latter lost their lives in support of the Stuart 
cause, which involved the loss to their descendants of 
an ample patrimony in Devonshire, which for many 
generations had been in the family. J. Z. Holwell was 
born in Dublin in 1711 ; at an early age he was sent to 
a school at Richmond (in Suprey), where he greatly 
distinguished himself in classics. His father having 
determined to bring him up to mercantile pursuits, he 
was removed to an academy in Holland, where he 
ac(|uired a knowledge of French and Dutch, and of 
bo»k-keeping. He w^s jiext settled as a clerk in the, 
counting-house of a banker and “ husband of ships at 
Rotterdam, a friend of his father s, who agreed to take 
him into partnership after a stipulated time. After some 
time here, his health broke down under hard wopI% and 
he went for a trip to Ireland, and returned from4hat 
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country with a fixed aversion to the life of a merchant. 
The profession of medicine was next adopted for him 
by his father, who had him articled to a Surgeon in 
Southwark, on whose death he was placed under tlie 
care and instruction of the Senior Surgeon of Guy’s 
Hospital. On his quitting the hospital, he was engaged 
as Surgeon s mate on board an Indiaman, which arrived in 
Calcutta in 1732. From Bengal he made two or three voy- 
ages in the Company’s ships as Surgeon ; and twice he went 
in medical charge of “the Patna parity about four hundred 
fighting men, which annually left Calcutta with the 
Company’s trade for the Patna Factory. On these occa- 
sions he bore a rank which seems to have been revived 
r)f late years, viz.y that of “ Surgeon-Major.” After 
[laving served for a short time as Surgeon to the Factory 
sit Dakka, he returned to Calcutta at the end of 173G, 
wh^re he was elected an Alderman in the Mayor’s Court, 
[n or about 1740 he was appointed Assistant Surgeon to 
bhe Hospital, and, having been brought on the fixed 
nedical establishment under orders from home, he soon 
became Principal Surgeon to the Presidency. He tells 
IS himself that for two years ho was successively elected 
ilayor. 

In 1748 ill-health obliged him to return to England ; 
luring the voyage he drew up a plan he had formed for 
correcting abuses in the Zemindar’s Court at Calcutta, 
ind proposed it to the Court of Dii^ectors, who, adopting it, 
ippointed him perpetual zemindar (a post carrying with 
t fiscal and magisterial duties) and twelfth in Council 

On his arrival in Calcutta as a. covenanted civilian in 
L751t*he began his system of reform, which eventually 
;ave such satisfaction at home, that his annual salary 
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was raised from two to six thousand rupees ; and a pro- 
hibition against his rising in Council, which was at first 
stipulated, was removed. By the time that the war 
broke out he had risen to the position of seventh in 
Council. On his release from Mursbiddb^^d he made his 
way to the ships at Fulta, where disease was making 
havoc amongst the Bengal refugees who were waiting 
there for the exj^edition from Madras. In one of his 
letters from there to the Court of Directors, he mentions 
being deputed to takjo possession of “ Bullramgurry,” 
somewhere near Ballasor apparently, and to have “ nomi- 
nated it your Presidency, it being the only one of your 
possessions remaining to you on these parts.”* 

Being shattered in health, he was sent home with 
despatches in February 1757, in the Syren, a sloop ot 
only eighty tons, and had a perilous voyage of six 
months, during \fhich he wrote his narrative of the l^jlack 
Hole. In consideration of his distinguished and merito- 
rious services, he was nominated by a large majority in 
the Court of Directors to return to Bengal as successor 
to Clive, but this he seems to have modestly declined in 
favour of Mr. Manningham ; he^was then named second 
in Council. But a fresh election of Directors having 
occurred before he started, the above arrangements were 
reversed by a majority of the new-comers, who were not 
friendly to him, and he was relegated to his old position 
of geventh in Council, However, on his arrival in Cal- 
cutta, he found hiraselJ fdhrth owing to the departure of 
seniors ; and in 1759 ho became second. By virtue of 
this position he sifcceeded Clive as Governor on the 
latter’s proceeding to Europe in February 1760. He held 
the governorship- but for a few months. 
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The Court of Directors of those days was broken up 
into factions. Holwell did not ptill well witli them, nor 
did Clive, and acrimonious letters passed between the 
Bengal and Home Governments. In a well-known 
despatch from Fort SVillianf, December 1759, the Gover- 
nor (Clive) and Council wrote, — 

** Permit us to say that the diction of your letter is most 
imwortliy yourselves and us in whatever relation considered, 
either as master to servants or gentlemen to gentlemen. Mere 
inadvertences and casual neglects have been treated in such 
language and sentiments as m)thing but the most glaring and 

j)remeditatod frauds could warrant Faithful to 

little purpose if the breath of scandal have power to blow 
away in one hour the merits of many years’ serivee.” 

The answer to this, written a year afterwai'ds, was, — 

‘‘ We do positively order and direct that •immediately up(m 
the receipt of this letter all those persons still remaining in 
the Company’s service who signed the said letter of the 
29th December, vis,, Messrs J. Z, Holwell, &c., &c., bo dis- 
missed from the Company’s service ; and you are to take care 
that they be not permitted on any consideration to continue in 
India, but that they are to*be sent to England by the first ships 
that return home the same season you receive this letter.” 

This was what the oft - expressed commendation and 
gratitude all came to. One is glad to think, however, 
that long before" this despatch reached India, — indeed, 
before it was penned, — Holwell Had the self-respect to 
write to Mr. Vansittart, the Governor, for permission to 
resign the service, pointing out that^ 

many unmerited, and consequently unjust, marks of 
resentment which I have lately received from the present Court 
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of Directors will uot suffer mo longer to hold a service m rne 
coarse of which my steady <iud unwearied zeal for the honour 
and interest of the Company might have expected a more 
equitable return.” 

The permission was given, Vand concern expressed at 
tlic loss of so valuable a colleague. 

So much for the career of this distinguished old Indian; 
however opinions vary as to his fitness on the whole for 
high Civil authority, all will concede that he was a gallant 
and ill-re(iiiite(l man. 

The high estimation ui which he was held by those 
vvho knew him best has been shown in the general call 
for him to take the lead when matters lQi)ked most 
critical and alarming; and we have seen the respect and 
the tenderness evinced for him by his fellow-sufferers in 
the nmincnt of their own great extremity. Let us now 
see what “ respect and tenderness,” to use his own sin^ile 
words, succeeding generations of Englishmen in this 
City have shown for his memory. Holwcll erected at his 
own exi)ense a monviment* to the memory of those who 
died in the Black Hole, and lie inscribed on a stone tablet 
on the front of it the names of forty-eight of our country- 

* The monument stood opposite to the main gate of the Fort and 
to* the end of the avenue leadiug to the eastward. An ornamental 
lamp-post is now on the site. Judging by the scale given with the 
representation of it, it seems to have stood about fifty feet high 
including the pedestal, 

0»the reverse of it was inscription w’hich it would have been 
wiser to omit, — at lea.st we should thiuk so, perhaps, in these daj's. 
The victories of Clive and Watson could have been more suitably 
commemorated elsewhere df necessary, rh, : 

“ This horrid act of violente was as amply as deservedly revengtnl 
on Surajud Dowla by His Majesty’s arms under the conduct oftVioe- 
Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive, Anno Domini 1757.” 
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men — ^an act so natural and so kindly, that one would 
have thought every Englishman in Calcutta would have 
regarded its preservation as ^a personal trust. Yet it 
was allowed to go to ruin (having, we believe, been 
struck hy lightning), and its demolition so effectually 
completed about 1821 that even the very tablets on it 
cannot now be traced. In our search for information on 
tliis point, we have come across a statement so persist- 
ently occurring here and there, in one form or another, 
that we are reluctantly forced to think that there must 
be some foundation for it, viz.y that it was not merely 
suffered to fall into disrepair, and to so crumble away 
through neglect, but that its destruction and removal 
were deliberately ordered by the Marquis of Hastings. 
His Lordship is stated* to have discovered that, after 
having stood for more than half a century, so prominent 
a Reminder of our humiliation would be likely to lower 
our prestige (that familiar word, which has so much to 
answer for) in the estimation of the natives. In other 
words, that we have got so few- victories and con- 
quests in India to point to, that wq must carefully 
obliterate, in our own interest, all evidence of a casual 

c 

reverse, and to effect this we must even put out of siglit 
what is. due to the memory of the brave and the dead. 

A “ policy ” such as is attributed to the Government of 
1821, would, in our own time, remove the Cawnpore 
memorial, and a century back would have forbidden the 
commemoration of “a massa‘cre surpassing in atrocity 
that of the Black Hole,” yet the following will show the 

* We have never met with any official confirmation of the tradition 
thatLhe removal of the old monument waa^the work of the Governor- 
G^wal. 




THE BLACK HOLE. 


43 

part taken by the Government of 17G4 about that 
(Proceedings, June 18): 

“ Agreed, we write to Patna, desiring they will apply to the 
Nawab through the llcsident at the Durbar to make over to 
us the house where the massacte w^as perpetrated, and the 
ground thereunto belonging ; and, having obtained such a 
grant, to have the house entirely demolished, and the whole 
ground railed in a square, in tli^ centre of which the monu- 
ment will be erected, agreebly to a plan which we shall send 
them.” 

A general mourning was ordered also when the news 
of the massacre reached the Presidency. 

What remains of the old Fort must have , witnessed 
many of the circumstances of the final struggle ; it was 
veiy near to the last scene of all, and is therefore inti- 
mately associated with the memory of Hoi well and bis 
brave companions •in devotion and adversity. The pj*e- 
sent generation in Calcutta signalizes its appreciation of 
all this by converting part of the stage of so much that 
is historical into outhouses for the post office carts, 
sycos and their indefinable litter, and — 'prohpudor / — by 
putting up latrines on it.* 

Our predecessors neglected the memory of the defend- 
ers of Calcutta; we — dishonor it. 

* Those who are not very amenable to other considerations may, 
perliaps, have their sensibilities aroused about this matter on being 
reminded, that, for thirty years (rir.. from the fall of old St. John’s in the 
8iege?in 1756, and the retaki»g of Calcutta by Clive in January 1767, 
to the opening of the prcvsent St. John’s on Easter Sunday, 1787), the 
Government officials, and all the members of the Church of England 
residing in Calcutta, worshipped in a small room in* the Old » Fort 
where divine service was regitlarly conducted by the Protestant Chap 
loins. The room vras, in aM prolbability, a southern one, and 60 fr^oloae 
proximity to the spot now bo abominally desecrated. ^ 
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Every section of an Anglo-Indian community as it 
exists to-day was represented amongst the gallant few 
whose names Hol\\rell inscribed on the monument in 
memory of that Sunday night in Juno just one hundred 
and twenty-four ypars ago,* nor did he omit to enumerate 
the luwdier victims, though he could not name them. 
There was the clergyman, the civilian, the merchant, the 
sailor, and the soldier, — all* alike consigned by us to obli- 
vion and disrespect. “ Doubtless,” as the Indian Histo- 
rian says, when advocating the cause of other neglected 
men, “ doubtless, they are the representatives of a gigan- 
tic disaster, not of a glorious victory. But the heroism 
ot failure r is often greater than the heroism of success.” 

It is unlikely that anything more than a langui<l, 
spasmodic curiosity could now be aroused about those 
old remains of a by-gone age, except in the minds of a 
fejy antiquarians. Were it otherwise, a vigorous effort of 
respeetful representation to Government might perhaps 
get them saved from desecration and ]ireserved to the 
public, before they are either pulled down or made to 
disappear by being drawn into the construction of 
modern buildings. The piazza might bo cleaved out, and 
purified and opened up, so as to show its just construction 
and proportion, and its interior be suitably occupied. A 
facsimile of the tablet of Hoi well’s monument containing 

o 

his own inscription and the names, &c., might be assigmid 
a niche in it. This is but a crude suggestion : we 
have no doubt that, if the occasion were to bo brought 
about others more practicable and appropriate would be 
forthcoming from competent sources. 


This paper first appeared in June 1880. 
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Apart from the resi)ect ))aid to the memory of the 
dead, and apart from the desire to take away a great 
reproach from the city, which some such measure would 
testify to, it would render available to the public and 
to strangers what is, incompanably, the most interesting 
Historical Monument in India in connection with the 
British. 

Postscri2:)t 

Hohvell died at Pinner (Middlesex) on tlie oth Nov- 
eiiil)cr 1708. He was Invice married, and three of his 
cbildrcn survived him, viz. : Lieut.-Colonel James Hoi- 
well, of Southborough, in the C(»unty of Kent; Mrs. 
Birch, wife of William Birch, Es(j. ; and Mrs. Swinnev, 
relict of I)r. Swinney. 

We should not have omitted to mention that, for the 
last twelve years yf his life, he was in very straitened 
circinnstances, and was reduced to a'])plying to tTie 
generous friemKhip of the i»pcn-handed Mr. Western 
(a name wdiich should le dear to C^alcutla), who for 
those tw(dve years cheei-fully gave the regular assist- 
ance wdiich Hohvell stood in need of. 

In this instance Hohvell had •not cast his l>read t)n 
the waiters in vain. Charles Weston had served his 
time as Surgeon s appi-entice to Hohvell, and had once 
accompanied him to Europe. On Hohveirs getting into 
the Civil Service, Weston also changed his pursuits. 
“ Wlicit could I expect,” syiid he, “ from following the 
IMedical Profession, when I saw^ a regular-bred surgeon 
and so clever a man ^as Mr. Hohvell charge no more 
than fifty rupees for three months* attendance and 
medicine.” 
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Weston served as a militia man at the sieije of Cal-’ 
cutta, and escaped by having been sent on the river to 
look after his patron’s baggage boats, the day before the 
Fort was taken. He took refuge in Chinsurah. 

He was often heard to /say that Suraj-o-Doulah’s for- 
bearance to Holwell, and the latter’s release from fetters, 
were due to the intercession of the Nawab’s wives 
instigated by the natives of Calcutta, who loved Hol- 
well. 

When Holwell left India he gave Weston two 
thousand rupees, and lent him five thousand more. 

With this capital he made a large fortune, chiefly by 
safe agenpy business, and became well known for his 
charities during his lifetime. 

The profits of Tiretta Bazar he applied to his own 
use. The rest of his fortune was invested in Govern- 
ment Security, and the whole interest of this he month- 
ly distributed to the poor of all nations, classes, and 
religions, without distinction. The lac of rupees which 
he left at his death to the poor was the smallest of his 
charities. He died in 1810 , aged seventy-eight, and is 
buried in South Park Street Cemeteiy. 
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It is gratifying to be able to soy that meaBurtfs arc in contemplation 
for perpetuating the names of some of those faithful among the 
faithless, whose memory Holwell as “ their surviving fellow-sufferer ” 
wished to honour and respect. 

All efforts to trace the fate of the original inscription slabs on the 
old monument having failed (though kindly assisted in by the Revd. 
I\Ir, Bray, who searched the old Cathedral vestry records), sanction was 
given by the late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the Hon’ble Sir 
Ashley E<lon, for a copy of the one containing the names, &c., being 
made cither in marble or brass, and put uj) in some suitable and 
accessible place, possibly in St. John’s Church. The Government 
of Bengal also desired that a neat tablet should be placed over 
the actual site of the historical Black Hole, bearing a brief inscription 
simply explanatory of its object. 

No way has yet been seen towards taking steps to save the remains 
of old Fort 'William ; nothing be soon done in ttiis direction, iVs 
only too likely that the increasing wants of a great commercial city 
will cry out for more room, and the result will be — to the wonder and 
regret of more than antiquarians perhaps— the demolition of the 
famous ‘‘ inazza ” round which so many historical memories cluster. 


There is an incident in connexion with the above, which may per- 
haps be fitly mentioned here. Soon after*tho foregoing paper on the 
Black Hole appeared in tho Englishman^ a gentleman then at home, 
who takes a commendable interest in the preservation of historic 
monuments, aud did not know that the Local Government had taken 
the matter into consideration as its own privilege, brought to notice 
in the Times the strange circumstance that Calcutta was without any 
monumental record of, or tribute to, the memory of our countrymen 
who fought to the last in its defence and died so miserably in the 
Black Hole prison ; and he suggested that any who felt interested in 
such matters might contribute something to be devoted to supply- 
ing the local want^ Tho only response which this suggestion met 
with in wealthy England Tyis from— sbme poor gunners, who deer- 
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fully anchat once sent their mite ; the brief note of the gentleman ' 
forwarding it tells so much that is creditable to the kindly impulses 
and good-fellowship of the men, that we venture on the liberty of 
Introducing it here : 

Royal Artilleby Barracks ; 

SlurniesSy T)th Aor,, 1880. 

Bear Sat, 

I beg to enclose 3 ’ou a cheque for .-Cl-O-G, being the sub- 
scription from men of No. 12 Battery, 11th Brigade, 11. A., at present 
stationed at Dover, to assist in restoring the Memorial Tablet of •• The 
Black Hole,” Calcutta, where their former comrades in arms belong- 
ing to this Batteiy perished, only three surviving.* 


Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) . 

Qi . Mr,, n. A. 

Surely one hint that may bo taken from this little incident i«, that 
any measure which tends, however indirectly, to weaken in the minds 
of soldiers the connection between the present and the ])ast, to damp 
the ardor of esprit dc corpus or to let die regimental tradition. In n 
retrograde one. ^ 


* The Battery thus so worthily represented was originally raised for service 
in India in 1749, and WdS known as the 1st Company ; the ])ortioii of it which 
was in Calcutta in 175C was all but annihilated.' A remnant of it fought at 
IMassey, and the Company was re-formed in 17b8. Jt can bo traced as a most 
distinguished Battery of the old Bengal Artillery down to Ibfil, when n 
became Ist Batter}', 24th Brigatle, Royal Artillery, and eventually 12th liatterN , 
1 1th Brigade, Royal Artillery. 



Wp:re it not for ]\lacaulay’s famous article on Warren 
Hastings in the “Edinburgh Ileview'' (1841), there are 
lew to whom even the name of Elijah Iinpey would be 
known to-da^^ ; fewer still that of Maharajah Nuncomar. 

Tl»e charge which has fastened obloquy on the former 
in connection with the latter name, is contained in a 
brilliant ('ssay Avhich everyone reads and re^ds again ; 
its attempted refutation is wrapped np in a heavy 
volume a filial hand, which no one ever opens. So 
that whatever else may be known about the first Chief 
Justice in India, (‘very schoolboy if cosked wdll glibly 
auswci*, that lie was the Judge who once hanged a 
native in India to accommodate a Oovernor-Gencral. 

Indeed, the bi(\grftphcr of Philip Francis (wdiose work 
was published so recently as 1867) disposes of the (|ues- 
tion in words which won’t adHiit of a very different 
intcrprctatloii, viz., “ Hastings, through Sir Elijah lmj)ey, 
the Chief Justice, took Nuncomar’s life by way of reply.” 

However, it is not proposed just now to follow in the 
well-trodden steps of those who have discussed the poli- 
tical or technical features of the prosecution and its result. 
Our object rather is to look back for a little across the 
intervening century, and while bringing into light from 
mouldy volumes a few of the dimly remember’d facts and 
circumstances attendhig a celebrated trial and exeSution, 

D 
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tT> recall <for the Calcutta of to-day the names of some 
of the more prominent actors in a scene, which brouglit 
this city into such unenviable notice a little over one 
hundred years ago ; * and which profoundly moved public 
feeling in England, engaging the scrutiny of her Parlia- 
ment, and exercising the keenest attention of some of 
her greatest orators and statesmen, one of whom, Edmund 
Burke, is described as having had as lively an idea of 
the execution of Nuncomar as of the execution of Ik*. 
Dodd." 

^Nuncomar was hanged on Saturday, the 5th of August 
1775. Tlie facts counected with his arrest and imprison- 
ment are fully given in the correspondence of the Govern- 
ment and Supreme Court with the Court of Dii ectors. 

When the charge of forgery was exhibited against 
him, Mr. Justice Lemaistre happened to be tlie sitting 
Magistrate. He requested the assistance of Mr. Justice 
HyJo, who attended with him the whole day till ten 
o’clock night, “ when, no doubt remaining in tlie breast 
of either of us upon the evidence on the part of the 
Crown," a commitment was made. 

The following copy of the warrant will explain mat- 
ters : — 

“ To the Sheriff of the Toimi of Calcutta and Factory of Fort 
William in Bengal ^ and to the Keeper of llis Majesty's 
at Calcutta, 

“ Receive into your custody the body of Maharajah Nuu- 
coomar herewith sent you, charged before us upon the catlis 
of Mohund Persaud, Cuiual-uil-Diou Khan and others, with 
feloniously uttering as true a false and counterfeit writing 
obligatory, knowing the same to bo false and counterfeit, in 


Tins paper appeared id 1875. 
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•order to defi’taiid the executors of Bolakee Doss, deceaseu] 
and him safely keep until he shall be discharged by due 
course of law. 

S. C. Lemaistbe. 

‘‘John Hyde. 

“ Given under our hands and sWls this«sixth day of May in 
the year of Our Lord 1775.” 

When tlie two Judges were about to go away, Mr. 
Jarrett, an attorney, came in and re(jue.steJ to be heard 
on tlic part of the prisoner. He repi’csented that Nun- 
comar “ was a person of, very high rank, of tliC caste of 
Brahmins,” and that he would be defiled if placed in the 
common gaol. But it appeared there was no other place 
to confine him in, and the Judges considered Mt imi)ro- 
pei- that he should be sent to a private house. 

• Under pnvssure they agreed to consult the Chief 
Justice, which they proceeded to do at once at the Chief 
Justices house. 

The result of the conference was the following note to 
Mr, Tolfrey, the Under- Sheriff : — 

“ Upon consultatioif with the Lord Chief Justice, wc are 
all clearly of opiuiou that the Sheriff ought to confine his 
prisoner in tlie common gaol upon thj^ occasion. 

S. C. Lemaistue.” 

To gaol he was sent, greatly to the dismay of his many 
influential friends and S3uiipathizers, who sent him ines- 
sages of condolence. Amongst these were Mrs. and Miss 
Clavtjring and Lady Aim Monson. 

The prisoner at first obstinately abstained from all ^ 
food, and sent a petition to Government, setting forth 
the danger he was in of losing his caste owing to his 
close confinement. 
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At a nieeting of tlie Council on Otli May 1775, General 
Clavering says : “ I acquaint the Board that I received a 
letter from Mr. Joseph Foukc, who is just come from 
visiting Maharajah Nuncomai*, acquainting me that it 
is the opinion of the people^.who are about him, that they 
do not think he can live another day without drink. He 
says his tongue is much parched, but tliat his spirit is 
firm. In the conversation that he had witli the Rajah, 
the* Rajah told him, Don’t troulde j'ourself about 
me; the will of Heaven must be complied with. 1 
am innocent.” 

Government directed the Sheriff to wait on the Chief 
Justice, and represent to him the situation of the pri- 
soner. 

In answer to this, Sir Elijah sent the opinions* of 
some pundits on this subject, who, having visited Nun- 
comar in confinement, dc(‘lared that he could not per- 
forfn his ablutions, nor eat where Christians or Maho- 
medans inhabited ; but that, if he did do so, he might be 
absolved by penance (])rauschit). Against these opinions 
Nuncomar protested, and desired that other })umlits 

* Translations of the opinions of the Jire J^uiidits Kissen Javan 
Snrmali^ Bannisscr Surmah, Klsnen tlopal t^iirmah, and Goarco 
Caunt Surmah, ovlien questioned hy Jmpry, Chumhers, and 
Leviaistre at Impcfs house. 

If a Brahmin is confined, washes, eats, and drinks in a house where 
a Mussulman or others live, he must do the* penance known by the 
name chundraeen, but as that species of penance lasts for one 
month* and as the men of this Agediavvj not strength for so Rng a 
penance, it has been altered, and instead of performing chundraeen 
the Brahmin must forfeit eight milch cows and their calves ; but if 
it should so happen that the Brahmin is poor and unable to do this, he 
must pay thirty-eight cawns and seven puns of cowries® having paid 
the ]£^min8 for the trouble they will havt in his affair,’ and having 
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might be consulted at Nuddea, who were of •a higiuJr 
caste and better informed. This favour having been 
denied him, he persisted in his resolution of dying rather 
than defile himself. On* the 10th of May, the Chief 
Justice sent Dr. Murchisoir (father of the late Sir 
Roderick) to see liiiii. At length, •when the prisoner 

was almost extenuated by hunger and thirst,*' the 
Judges (Lomaistre not concurring) privately permitted 
Mathew Yeandle, the jailor, to pitch a tent for him 
without the doors of tlie prison, where lie bathed and 
took food. The King v. Ntincomar was the very first 
criminal case whicli came before the newly-appointed 
Supremo Court. The trial took place in the building 
whicli had been the old Mayor’s Court (on the site of 
the present Scotch Church). It commenced on the 8th 
of June, and went on for eight days, before the Chief 

paid for the serraud, or cloau.siii^ cak(},‘ aud fed a cow, the Bralgnin 
is purified. 

The above penance ia for one day, and tht* same penance must be 
performed for every day ho rcmaiiwiii confinement. 

A IJrahiniii who is couTukhI within four walls of a prison in which 
Mussulmen aud others live, and is permitted to inhabit a house nob 
under the same roof with them, thou<^h witliin the walls, to perform 
his ablutions with water of the Ganges aiid to eat and drink of things 
mixed with the water of that river, and who washes with and drinks of 
the water of the Ganges when lu' is set at liberty Avill not lose his caste, 

nation of tho Pundits, 

» In ancient times, wlien men lived to llie age of one thousand years, then 
strength was proporiionafely greater, and they could fast a month or more with- 
out endangering their lives, or >fith(i«it considering it a very severe punish- 
ment. 

2 Tlie price of a milch cow*, with its calf, is from three to four rupees, and 
the value of tlie coivrics is aOout eiglit rupees. 

^ Seldom amounts to above two rupees. 

< The cake is not valued aumore than 6 annas. 
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Justice i*rid the three Puisne Judges, i.e., Messrs. Cham- 
bers, Lcmaistre, and Hyde. 

The Court made no adjournment, hut one of the 
Judges, at least, always remained in the Court, or in a 
room adjoining and open^ to it. The jury retired to 
another adjoining room (under the charge of the Sheriff's 
officers) to take refreshment or sleep. The same pro- 
ceeding was observed at the end of each day, and at other 
times in the trial when refreshment was neccssaiy. 
The Court met each day at eight in the morning. 

Those were the days when tlicre were no swinging 
punkahs — no ice ; possibly no saltpetre (unless the 
abdars had hy that time acquired the now-alinost- 
forgotten art of using it). The Judges wore their 
heavy wigs, and (tradition says) retired three or four 
times daily '^to change their linen.” Think of all this, 
O Minos and Radamanthus, and ye other Jove-descended 
Judges who dispense justice in palatial Calcutta to-day ! 

The following gentlemen composed the jury ! 

•Tolin Robinson (^foreman), Jolin FcM’jjuson. 

Edward Scott. Artlnir Adie. 

Robert Macfarlin. John (’oil is. 

Thomas Smith. Samuel 'roiichet. 

Edward Ellerlngton. " Edward Sutterthwuite. 

Joseph Bernard Smith. Charles Weston. 

The chief names of the twelve that have come down 
to us arc those of Touchet and Weston, the latter being 
locally perpetuated in ‘‘ Weston's lane.” This gentle- 
man, whom wo have alluded tc elsewhere as the friend, 
associate, and benefactor of Holwcll, was the son of the 
Recorder of the Mayor's Court, and was born in Calcutta 
in 1731, in a large garden-house, then opposite to where 
the ^iretta Bazar now stands. He remembered the great 
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storm and inundation of 1737, as liis family were thereby 
compelled to quit their house. During the trial we find 
him consulted by the tJourt thus : “ Mr. Weston, one 
of the jury, well conversant in the language, being asked 
whether he thought a witness understood the inter- 
preter, answered : ' Ho certainly understood him ; he 
understands Moors perfectly well, and speaks it better 
than he docs Bengali/ ” 

The prisoner being arraigned, his counsel tendered a 
plea to the jurisdiction of the Court (which he afterwards 
withdrew). He plcadc^l not guilty, and, being asked by 
wlnun he would be tried, answered : “ By God and his 
peers.’’ 

The Court asked whom the Rajah considered as his 
peers. His counsel answered he must leave that to the 
Court. Chief J ustice — '' A peer of Ireland tried in England 
would bo tried by a common jury. The Charter directs 
that in all criminal prosecutions the prisoner should® be 
ti-it*d by the inhabitants of the toAvn of Calcutta, being 
British subjects.” 

On the second day, counsel for the prisoner informed 
the Court that the Maharajah had been ill in the night, 
which rendered liini incapable of* taking his trial. The 
Court desired Drs. Anderson and Williams to examine 
the prison^’, which they did, and ] e[)orted that he had 
now “neither flux nor fever, and was very capable of 
tiUving his trial.” 

"J^ie next move wa^ an objection made by prisoner is 
counsel to one of the interpreters (requested to act by 
the Court) ‘'as being connected Avith persons whom the 
prisoner considered as his enemies.” 

This gentleman yas Mr. Alex. Elliot, “ emicfently 
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Skilled irf the Persian and Hiiidiistani languages ” — an 
intimate friend both of the Governor-General and of the 
Chief Justice, and, strange to say, brother of the Elliot, 
who took so leading a part in the impeachment of Impey 
twelve years after. ^ 

Impey, C. J. — It? is a cruel insinuation against the 
character of Mr. Elliot. 

[Here Mr. Elliot begged he might decline intorj^rct- 

insl 

CniEF Justice. — We must insist upon it that you 
interpret. You should be above •giving way to the im- 
putation. Your skill in the languages and your candour 
will show how little ground there is for it. 

Counsel.— 1 hope Mr. Elliot doesn’t think the objection 
came from me ; it was suggested to me. 

Chief Justice. — Who suggested it ? 

Counsel . — 1 am not authorized to name the person. 
Tht; jury then, as well as the prisoner’s counsel, begged 
that Mr. Elliot would act as interpreter in tin* absence 
of the ])rincipal one, who had not yet come from Madras. 

The prisoner was defended by Mr. Fajrei* and Mr. 
Brix. The former soon after left India, and became 
M.P. for Wareham, and» gave evddeiice, from his seat in 
the House, at the impeachment of Impey. Philip Fran- 
cis, in his diary, describes Barwell as “ sitting up all 
night winning Farrer’s money.” 

The defence, the only one probably feasible, consisted 
in attempting to fix perjury jm the prosecutor and. his 
witnesses, but it proved fatal, not being believed. 

By the law then in force, counsel for prisoners charg- 
ed \^ith felony were not allowed to observe on tho 
evidi^ce to the jury, but were obliged to confine them- 
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selves to matters of law ; but observations wliich couif- 
sol wished to make were generally handed to the Court, 
who, in the charge, sul>mitted them in full force to the 
jury. Accordingl}^, when on the 15 th of June the 
evidence closed, the Lord ^Jhief Justice immediately 
summed up. The charge is not a ‘long one, and has 
been pronounced to be a very impartial one ; indeed, 
looking to the close of it, no one can say that it leans 
against the prisoner, vh.^ “I have made such observa- 
tions on th(' evidence as the bulk of it, and the few 
minutes I had to recoUect myself, would allow me to 
make. You will consider the whole with that candour, 
impartiality, and attention, which have been so visible in 
everyone of 3'oa during the many days ycfti have sat 
on this caus(‘, Y'oii will consider on which side the 
weight of ovi<lcncc lies; always remembering Ihat, in 
criminal, ^^nd more especiall}" in capital, cases, 3^011 must 
not Weigh the evidence in golden scales; there ough« to 
be a gr(*at ditrereiice of weight in the opposite scale 
liefore 3"uu find the prisoner guilt3''. cases of property 
the stake on each* side is equal, and the least prepon- 
derance of evidence ought to turn the scale; but in a 
capital case, as there can be nothing of equal value to 
life, you should be thoroughly convinced that there 
docs not remain a [)Ossibility of innocence before 3’ou 
giv(^ your verdict against the prisoner: You will again 
'and again consider the character of the prosecutor and 
liis^witiicsscs, — the di^taqco of the prosecution from the 
time the ofteuce is supposed to be committed, — the proof 
and nature of the confessions said to be made by the 
prisoner, — his rank ai;d fortune. These are all reasons 
to prevent you giving a hasty and precipitate bsAef to 
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iSie charge brought against him ; but if you believe the 
facts sworn against him to be true, they cannot alter 
the nature of the facts themselves. Your sense of justice 
and your own feelings will not allow you to convict tho 
prisoner unless your consciences are fully satisfied be- 
yond all doubt of kis guilt. If the}^ are not, you will 
bring in that verdict which, from the dictates of huina- 
you will be inclined to give. But, should your 
consciences be thorougldy convinced of his being guilty, 
no consideration, I am sure, will prevail on you nob to 
give a verdict according to your qaths.’' 

The jury retired for about an hour, and brought in 
their verdict — guilty. 

The verdict was not accompanied by any recommend- 
ation to mercy. Sentence of death was ]>ronouncod by 
the Chief Justice. In the Memoir by Sir E. Impey's 
son it is stated that execution occurred twenty days 
aftor the sentence. If this be true, sentence must have 
been deferred till about the middle of July. Neither 
the European nor native inhabitants made any repre- 
sentation to Government in the prisoner’s favour, though 
the former were urged to do so by Mr. Farrer,* and though 
the latter had previously done so successfully in 170(5, in 
the case of Radachund Mitter sentenced to death for 
forgery in a petition addressed to Governor John Spencer. 

* Every effort that procedure allowed, or that humanity sag’«’ORted, 
was made by this advocate for his client. He even tried to j^et life 
Jury to recommend a respite as they had not recommended imvay, 
but the thin-skinned foreman called this an interference witli his 
conscience, and appealed to the Chief Justice, who took an early oppor- 
tunity of reprimanding Mr. Farrer in Court for conduct derogatory, 
in thi^ to his professional position. See article on Warren Hostings 
in Lo^^ii: Bengal by Mr. Calcutta Review^ Aj)ril 1878. 
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After condemnation the prisoner appears to have occu- 
pied upper apartments in the jail. He was never ironed. 

Where was Nuncomar hanged? If there were an 
indisputable foundation of ^act for Macaulay’s account 
of the profound veneration manifesttsd for the prisoner’s 
hereditary and religions dignities (apart from that 
attachinof to liis ijfreat wealth and former influential 
position), we might suppose that, among a people so 
eminently conservative as the Hindus, some trustworthy 
information would bo* forthcoming as to the exact loca- 
lity where so deplorable a shock to their religious feelings 
was inflicted. We might reasonably fancy that the 
terrible story would have been handed doVn between 
the three or four intervening generations so faithfully 
that even the very spot could be pointed out where the 
life of him who was ‘"the head of their race and reli- 
gion,” who had inherited the purest an<l highest cafite,” 
had been so degradingly taken. Yet it is far otherwise. 
Our eiKjuiries in Calcutta (and for some years they 
have been as fre(pi*cnt and extensive on this point as 
limited opportunities allowed) reluctantly force us to 
the conclusion that there does not exist in Native 
Calcutta to-day any tangible tradition as to the identity 
of the place where this Brahmin of the Brahmins ” 
was put to death. The circumstance bears out to a 
cei’tain extent what is stated by MacFarlane and the 
Chief Justice’s son in Jiis, Memoir, that the natives who 
crowded to the execution regarded it with indifference. 

• O 

We [)resume that respectable and religious Hindus kept 
aloof then, as they do now, from such spectacles. 

We are indebted* to an old number of the CkSievLita 
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Jttevieiv for the identificatiou of several modern localities 
in this city with old ones. The facts of the contributor 
(Reverend J. Long ?) would be still more valuable and 
interesting if he did not often omit to give his author- 
ity for them. It is there stated that Nuncomar was 
hanged near the river between Cooly Bazar and Has- 
tings Bridge, a platform being erected for tlie purpose. 
Philip Francis, writing to the Admiral at Madras two 
da3's after the execution, and telling him of it,*' sa}"s : 

brother-in-law, in virtue of his office, was obliged 
to attend him.” This gentlemanf‘was Sherilf Alexander 
Maci'abie, who followed Francis’s fortunes to India, and 
soon died there (at Gan jam, 177(>). He visited Nun- 
comar on the evening before, and on the morning of the 
execution, accompanying the procession from tlie jail (in 
Lai Bazar, opposite the celebrat(‘d Harmonic* »n tavern) 
to the scaiibld. lie has left a minute ac<'ount of these 
introrvievvs and of the last moments of the unhappy man. 
The account to an unpn‘judiced reader is evidentl>^ a 
faithful one, not varnished, but given in a becoming 
spirit, with no straining at effi^ct." It is lengthy, but 
we give it for the benefit of the curious in such matters. 

Before doing so wc should like to point out a strange 
error regarding this document (which, so far as we know, 
has not been remarked on before) into which Mr. Impey, 
in his father s Memoir, has fallen, and in which he has 
been followed by a contributor (Sir J, Kaye (? ), generaHy^ 
most accurate), to an early .vobime of the Galoutta 

* A few montliH after, iu a letter to hia friend Strachey. in England, 
FranciH Hays Nuncomar might have be<!!n a notorious rascal, but, 
by —11“ : he spoke truth, or why were they in such a hurry to 
bang Mm ?” 
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Revimv, and l)y other later authorities. We nouce it 
merely because of the prominence which these writers 
give to the (supposed) fact and of the importance and 
significance which they Attach to it. Tlie son of the 
assailed Cliief Justice, who^ in his rigliteous wrath 
thinks nothing too had to attribute to Francis or 
Macaulay, says : “ Yet Mr. Macaulay is not without 
a groundwork, such fis it is, for his picture. That 
groundwork exists in a letter which vmh never seen or 
heard of until 12 or K1 tjears after the execiifion, when 
it was produced by tljc^encniies of Sir Elijah Iinpey to 
strike the Parliament and people of England with hor- 
ror.” Again; ‘'This letter, which was made to pass as 
the production of Fi-anciss brother-in-law, was now 
produced for the first time, and read to the excited 
House by Sir Gilbert Elliot.” “This letter was voiy 
abl}^ written. As a piece of fiction it may be called 
admirable ; nor am I singular in asserting that it beam 
internal (‘vidence of having been composed or retouched 
by the author of the ‘Letters of Junius.’” 

The Reviewer uiakes similar caj)ital about the suppres- 
sion. “ But nobody had the good fortune to see it until 
twelve years after the Mahantjah had expiated his 
guilt u})on the gallows. Like the manuscript of Dictys 
Cretensis, after long inhumation, it was cast up by an 
eartlupiako,agreat political convulsion brought the long- 
buried document to light, and Sir Gilbert Elliot hurled it 
with terrible vehemence at Jthe head of the Chief Justice.” 

Yet it would appear that the Sheriff’s account must 
have been in the han,ds of the English public at least 
seven years (if not more) before the impeachment of 
Impey, as may be seen from the following extract from 
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^^icky^s Efengal Gazette (a publication very familiar to 
the Reviewer), No. XXXIX, October 1781, i,e., some ten 
months after Francis loft India, and while Elijah Impey 
was still in Calcutta. 

Tlie following remarks ai;e taken from an English paper, 
vThich took their rise*’ from the appearance of the late Mr. 
Macrahie’s minutes being published relative to the behaviour 
of the Rajah Nuncomar from the time of his being visited 
by Mr. Macrabie at the jail on the morning of liis exeention 
until the fatal moment that he was launched into eternity. 

The humane and intelligent reqder will not fail to recol- 
lect that, in Bengal, in 1757, the East India Company’s 
servants, with Colonel Clive at their licad, were guilty of a 
most infamous forgery in counterfeiting the signature of 
Admiral Watson to a treaty by which they defrauded Omi- 
chund, a Gentoo merchant, of £250,000 promised him. 
Colonel Clive had even the malignity in person to inform 
Onychund of tlie deception by which he liad cheated him. 
The Coloners words overpowered him like a blast of sulphur, 

and he fell fainting on one of his attendants 

We first committed a successful forgery on a native of Bengal, 
and gloried in it, though it occasioned his death. Soon after 
wo sent out English Judges to establish English laws in that 
country, and with a justic€' i)eculiar to wise and innocent men, 
a retrospective view of past crimes is taken, and a native of 
the country, who knew nothing of English laws, is hanged 
for a crime which wc had triumphed in committing. Clive 
was made a peer in England, though he committed in Bengal 
the same crime for which wc hanged Nuncomar.” 

Sheriff Maerdbie's account — Heating that some per- 
sons had supposed Maharajah Nuncomar would make 
an acjdress to the people at his execution, I have com- 
mittedr to writing the following minutes of what passed 
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both 0 !i that occasion and also upon my paying lum a 
visit Jii prison the preceding evening, while both are 
fresh in iny remembrance. 

Friday evening, the 4th of August. Upon my enter- 
ing his apartments in the jail, ]ie arose and saluted me in 
his usual manner. After we were boCli seated, he spoke 
with great ease and such seeming unconcern that I really 
doubted whether he was sensible of his approaching 
fate. I therefore bid the interpreter inform him that 
I was come to show him this last mark of respect, and 
to assure him that eveiy attention should be given the 
next morning which could afford him comfort on so 
melancholy an occasion ; that I was deeply concerned 
that the duties of my office made me of necessity a party 
in it, but that I would attend to the last to seg that 
every desire that he had should be gratified ; that his 
own palaiKpiiii and bis own servants should attend him ; 
and that such of his friends who, 1 understood, were lo 
be present should be protected. 

"'He replied that he was obliged to me for this visit; 
that he thanked me for all my favors, and entreated me 
to continue it to his family ; that fate was not to be 
resisted, and put his finger to his forohead — ' God s will * 
must be done. He desired I would present his respects 
and compliments to the General, Colonel Monson and Mr. 
Francis, and pray for their protection of Rajah Gourdass ; 
that they would please to look upon him now as the 
head* of the Brahmins. • His composure was wonderful ; 
not a sigh escaped hinj : nor the*, smallest alteration of 
voice or countenance, though I understood he had not 
many hours before taken* a solemn leave of his soi^in- 
law Roy Eadicum. I found myself so much second to 
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him in firmness that I could stay no longer. Going down- 
stairs, the jailor informed me that, since the departure of 
his friends, he had been writing notes and looking at 
accounts ill his usual way. I began now to apprehend 
that he had taken his resolution and fully expected that 
he would be found dead in the morning ; but on Satur- 
day the 5th, at seven, I was informed that everything 
was in readiness at the jail for the execution. I came 
here about half an hour past seven. The bowlings and 
lamentations of the poor wretched people who were 
taking their last leave of him are not to be described. 
I have hardly recovered the first shock while I write 
this about three hours afterwards. As soon as he heard 
I was arrived he came down into the yard and joined 
me in the jailor s apartment. 

'' There was no lingering about him, no aficctcd delay. 
He came cheerfully into the room, made the usual salaam, 
blit would not sit till I took a chair near him. Seeing 
somebody look at a watch, he got up and said he was 
ready, and immediately turning to three Brahmins who 
were to attend and take care of his body, he embraced 
them all closely, but without the least mark of melan- 
choly or depression oii his part, while they were in 
agonies of grief and despair. I thou looked at my own 
watch, told him the hour I had mentioned was not 
arrived, that it wanted above a quarter of eight, but that 
I should wait his own time, and that I would not rise 


from my seat without a motion from him. Upon its 
being recommended to him that at the place of execution 
he would give some signal when he had done with the 
world, he said he would speak.^ We sat about an hour 
long'k, during which he addressei^ himself more than 
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once to me; mentioned Rajah Gourdass, the* General, 
Colonel Monson, Mr. Francis, but without any seeming 
anxiety ; the rest of the time I believe he passed in 
prayer, his lips and tongife moving and his beads hang- 
ing upon his hand. He thgn looked to me and arose, 
spoke to some of the servants of the* jail, telling them 
that anything he might have omitted Rajah Gourdass 
would take care of, then walked cheerfully to the gate 
and seated himself in his palanquin, looking around him 
with perfect unconcern. As tlie Deputy Sheriff and I 
followed, we could malc^ no observation upon his deport- 
ment till we all arrived at the place of execution. The 
crowd there was very great, but not the least a))pcarance 
of a riot. The Rajah sat in his palanquin upon the 
beavers* shoulders and looked around at first with some 
attention. I did not observe the smallest discomposure 
in his countenance or manner at the sight of the gallows 
or any of the ceremonies ]>as8ing about it. He asked 
for the Brahmins who were not come, and showed some 
earnestness as if ho apprehended the execution might 
take place before their arrival. I took that opportunity 
of assuring him I would wait his own time ; it was 
early in the da}^ and there was no*hurry ; the Brahmins 
soon after appearing, 1 offered to remove the officers, 
thinking that ho might have something to say in private ; 
but he made a motion not to do it, and said he had only 
a few words to remind them of what he had said concern- 
ing Bajah Gourdass, and<<he»care of his zenana. He spoke 
to me and desired that* the men might he taken care of, 
as they were to taka charge of his bod}^ which he 
desired repeatedly might not be touched by any of |the 
bystanders ; but ho seamed not in the least alarmed or 

£ 
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discomposed at the crowd around him. There was some 
delay iu the necessary preparations, and from the awk- 
wardness of the people. He was no way desirous of 
protracting the business, but repeatedly told me he was 
ready. Upon my asking liim if he had any more friends 
he wished to see, he answered he had many, but this 
was not a place, nor an occasion, to look for them. Did 
he apprehend there might be aii}^ present who could not 
get up for the crowd ? He mentioned one, whose name 
was called, but he immediately said ‘ It was of no conse- 
quence, probably he had not cdme.* He then desired 
me to remember him to General Clavering, Colonel 
Monson, Mr. Francis, and looked with the greatest 
composure. When he was not engaged in conversation 
he lay back in the palanquin, moving his lips and toiigue 
as before. 

“ I then caused him to be asked about the si<xnal he 
was to make, which could not bo done by speaking, on 
account of the noise of the crowd. He said he would 
make a motion with his hand ; and when it was repre- 
sented to him that it would be necessary for his hands 
to be tied in order to prevent any involuntary motion, 
and I recommended iiis making a motion with his foot, 
he said he would. Nothing now remained except th(i 
last ])ainful ceremony. I ordered his palan([uin to be 
brought close under the gallows, but he chose to walk, 
which he did more erect than I have generally seen him. 
At the foot of the steps which led to the stage Ife put 
his hands behind him to be tied with a handkerchief, 
looking around at the same time with the utmost uncon- 
cern i, Some difficulties arising about the cloth which 
^should be tied over his face, he told the people that it 
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must not be done by one of us. I presented \o Idin a 
subaltern sepoy officer, wlio is a Brahmin, and came 
forward with a handkerchief in his hand ; but the Rajah 
pointed to a servant of hiS own, who was lying prostrate 
at his feet, and beckoned I^m to do it. He had some 
weakness in his feet, which added t()*the confinement of 
his hands, made him mount the steps with difficulty ; 
but he showed not the least reluctance, scrambling rather 
forward to g(^t up. Ho then stood erect on the stage, 
while I examined his countenance as steadfastly as I 
could till the cloth covered it, to see if I could observe 
the smallest symptom of fear or alarm, but there was 
not a trace of it. My own spirits sank, and I stept into 
my palanrpiin ; l)ut before I was seated, ho had given 
tlie signal, and the stage was removed. I could observe, 
when I was a little recovered, tliat his arms lay back in 
the same position in wliich I saw them first tied ; nor 
could I see any contortion of that side of Ids inoulh 
and face which was visible. In a word, his steadiness, 
composure, and resolution tliroiighoiit the whole of this 
mehinelioly transaction were equal to any examples of 
ioi'titudc I have ever read or heard of The body was 
takcni down after hanging the usifal time, and delivered 
to the Brahmins for burning.” 

The account of the parliamcntaiy proceedings on the 
impeachment continues thus: “While this tragedy,” 
sajd Sir Gilbert, “was acting, tlie surrounding multi- 
tmldh were agitated with gwef, fear, and suspense. With 
a kind of superstitious incredulity, they could not be- 
lieve that it was really intended to put tlie Rajah to 
death ; but when they saw him tied up, and the scajjlbld 
drop from under him,«they set up an universal yclf, and 
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with the most piercing cries of horror and dismay be- 
took themselves to flight, running many of them as far 
as the Ganges ” (which they were at already), “ and 
plunging into the water, as if to hide themselves from 
such tyranny as they had ^yvitnessed, or to wash away 
the pollution contracted from viewirjg such a si)ectacle ” 

So that it would appear that the sensational items in 
Macaulay’s account, given fifty-four years after the im- 
peachment, were derived, not from what the eye-witness 
wrote, but from embellishments which somebody else, 
speaking twelve years after the execution, is represented 
to have added, without, so far as is shown, quoting any 
authority for his assertions, which are not in harmony 
with known, or with recorded, facts. 

Immediately after the first great criminal trial at 
Calcutta, addresses* expressive of confidence and satis- 
faction were presented to the Chief Justice and Supreme 
Cfourt by various sections of the community, including 


* These were got up with indecent haste : Mr. with question- 

able discretion, has appended them to the defeuce of his father. One 
of them (i^resentcd to the Chief Justice himself) in from “ the free 
merchants, free mariners, {ind other inhabitants.” It i» nauseating 
in its bombast and its servility. It thanks him for “ repressing the 
spirit of litigiousness and the chicanery and quirks of practitioners ” 
and extolls him for (amongst other blessings) “ patiently investigat- 
ing the evidence.” At the head of the names of the eighty-four 
inflated persons who sign this imprudent panegyric, stand those of 
Playdell, the Police Magistrate, and Robinson, the foreman of the Jury. 
The Grand Jury paid similar homage. * Impoy complacently roceived 
and replied to all, and gratified the “free” individuals by con- 
senting to sit for his portrait for the town -hall. 

While these dramatis personce wore thus bandying compliments, 
the \Hamlet of the play was . lying (n jail stoically awaiting his 
execuhon. 
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Hindus. To what extent their popularity declined after- 
wards in the estimation of (so-called) public opinion, 
materials perhaps are wanting to show. Scattered through 
the current literature of the time appear occasional 
squibs indicative of hostility^ to Impcy. Whether this 
feeling was general amongst the European portion of 
the subscribers to the local newspaper, or confined to a 
few scribbling assassins, it is now not easy to determine. 

As a curiosity we copy a portion of a ‘‘ play-bill extra- 
ordinary,” which will serve as a specimen of the petty 
lampoons alluded to. It is taken from Micky’s Gazette, 
June 1781, a weekly production, which flourished in its 
full ripeness (or rather rankness) during a portion of 
Elijah Impey’s sojourn in Calcutta, and which dealt 
largely in scurrility, personality, and indecency; to an 
extent not often met with even in that licensed age : — 
PLAYBILL EXTRAORDINARY. 

At the New Theatre, near the Court-house, is now in rehearsal, 
A Tragedy, called 

TYRANNY IN FULL BLOOM, OR THE DEVIL TO PxVY.” 
With the Farce of 


^‘ALL IN THE WRONG.” 

Dramatis Personce : 

Sir F. Wroiighead ... ... By the Grand Turk. 

Judge Jeffreys ... ... By Veii’ble Poolbiindy. 

Sir Limber ... ... By Sir Viuer Pliant. 

Justice Balance ^ ... By Cram Turky. 

Judas Iscariot touching the 4t) ) By the Revd. Mr. Tally 
pieces ... • ... I Ho. 


Don Quixote 
Windmills 


fighting with 




By the Great Mogul, com- 
monly called the Tygfr of 
War. 
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Cato, also the True-born Eug- 
lisbmau 
Mammon 


By Mr. Hicky. 

By a German Missionary. 


Irish Link-boy ciying a ^ 

farthing, your Honor 

Slaves, Train-bearers, Toad- ) -r, ^ , t 

' , ^ ' VBy the Grand Jury, 

eaters, and Sycophants ... J 

, , „ f By the Honest, Independent, 

Liberty Boys | Disinterested Petty Jury. 

Between the Play and the Farce will be introduced 


A Dance of Demons of Hrvenge toe Calcutta Lawyers 
AND TUEiR Banyans. 

The Dance to conclude ivith the Rong of 
From mortal sighs we draw the groan, 

To make their sorrows like our own. 


Which Sir Baruaby promises to accompany on the Bassoon, 
assisted by his German Missionary Brother Printer. 

^Two Ghosts will bo introduced for the sake of variety, 
1st Ghost by Nuncomar ; 2ud Ghost by Peter Niniinuck. 

Chancellor Murder English from Gotliland will entertain 
the audience with a Doleful Ditty on the Hurdy-Gurdy, about 
his Card Losses and pluckings at Lady Poolbundy’s llouts. 


Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, G in the above refer to Inipey, Chambers 
Hyde, the Revd. William Johnson, Warren Hastings. 

So far as we have been able to ascertain, the sites in 
modem Calcutta connected with the social life of tlie 
four Judges who conducted this famous trial are as fol- 
lows : Mr. Justice Hyde occupied (during a portion 
of liis time here) a liouse* wliei*e .the Town Hall now 
stands. Lemaistre lived on the site of the present Free 
Sch^^pl. Sir R. Chambers's house was at or near Bhow- 
aiiipore, so says Mrs. Fay, who lived for a while with 
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them, and, according to her own account, • industri- 
ously toadied her liostess (and, indeed, eveiybody she 
seems to have met, poftr body, in the interest of the 
worthless Mr. Fay). Sin Elijah Impey lived on the site 
of a house, now a convent, behind the Roman Catholic 

f 

Church in Middleton Row. The map of 1785 shows 
that there was a round tank where the Church now 
stands. The house was surrounded by an extensive 
deer-park, lying between (but not quite up to) the present 
(Maniac Stretjt, Russell Street, and Middleton Street. 
Middleton Row was tl^ avenue which led up through 
the grounds, from Burial-ground Road to the dwelling- 
house. The name of the above road was changed to 
Pai'k Street, because it led past the Chief JifStice’s ]mrk. 

The gardens of the houses in Russell Street, recently 
occu[)ied by Sir Barnes Peacock, Mr. Justice Norman, 
and Sir Richard Couch (/.c., numbers 12 and 13), were 
once a portion of the park of their celebrated predeces- 
sor, whose name, thanks to Nuneomar and Macaulay, 
will be knpwn to fame when those of his successors will 
be quite forgotten.^ 

* Lemaistre dind in November 1777, atid Hyde in July 171)G, aged 
fifty-uine ; both are buried in South Park Street Cemetery ; there is 
no iiiscriptiou on the former’s tomb ; there is a long one on Hyde's. 

Chambers dieil at Paris in 1S0.‘>. Im.pcy survived to 1800, when he 
died at the ago of seventy-seven in England. 



|hilij <|i|aitip3 and his Siiniijs, 


Calcutta can reckon amongst its inhabitants in the 
last century a man whose life ])as afforded matter for 
more scrutiny and controversy than that of any other 
statesniaii, perhaps, of modern times. 

This was Philip Francis, whose early career has been 
retrospectively ransacked in all its ]mblic and private 
details, and' has occupied the attention of the ablest 
writers and politicians, and taxed the ingenuity x>f the 
subtlest* critics, their object being to trace his identity 
with that of the invisible political censor whose writ- 
ings to the public i)ress under various pseudonyms, 
but especially that of Junius, created so profound a 
sensation in England in the early years of George the 
Third. The interest accordingly cctncentrated on the 
pre-Indian career of this remarkable man has been so 
absorbing, that the years passed in this country have 
been comparatively overlooked. For the student of 
Indian history, however, he should have an interest 
quite independent of his European celebrity. 

If (to give but a single instance) to be in advance 
of one’s time is an indicatioq, of< greatness. Sir Philip 
Francis must be ranked as a great Indian statesman. 
It is claimed for him in his biography that, within a 
shor^ time after his arrival in Calcutta, he sketched 
out in 'a letter to the Prime Minister of England a plan 
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for the government of India, which was not appreciatea 
for many years, and was only adopted in its main 
features nearly a century later. It is also beyond doubt 
tliat he sent home a lafnhrevenue scheme for the per- 
manent settlement of Bengjil, which, though carried 
out by Lord Cornwallis and associated wuth his name, 
was first ofHeially ])lanned and advocated by Francis ; 
yet, unfortunately, this is the period of his career of 
which his biographers have least to say. 

For the present, however, we are concerned rather 
with his personal, than his official, life in India, and, 
with this view, it is proposed to recall two or three 
notable incidents in it which will bring before us some 
typical men and manners of Calcutta in the last century. 
And, as the general reader may very pardonably now-a- 
days plead that he has forgotten a good deal connected 
with the topics of the Letters of Junius^*' it may 
perhaps be allowable, for tlie better understanding ^f 
possible allusion afterwards, to devote this first chapter 
to something preliminary touching tlie mysterious per- 
formance with which, the name of Philip Francis is 
notoriously associated, and to refer as briefly as wdll 
serve for introduction to his Eurof)can antecedents. 

To many readers such introduction will, of course, 
be superfluous. 

Happily it is now almost universally conceded that 
the 'calm of solution has settled on the once fiercely 
dispmted question of the authorship of the Letters of 
Junius, — a question henceforth likely to have but little 
attraction, save for tlie casual antiquarian or the bur- 
rower amongst the curiosities of literary and poli^cal 
history. 
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The claims of three dozen or more candidates to the 
equivocal honor, which were advocated from time to 
time, were hopelessly ahandoned one alter another ; 
while the case made out for tlic claim raised for Philip 
Francis stands forth only ^ the more convincingly, the 
ampler the investigation, the wider the range and nature 
of the scrutiny applied to it, till at length a vast array 
of independent arguments and circumstances have been 
brought together with ever - accumulating force, which 
all tend to furnish the same conclusion, to lead to the 
one ultimate inference. To this accumulation of cir- 
cumstantial evidence has been added the material evi- 
dence afforded by the professional examination of the 
handwriting of Junius, minutely compared with that 
of Francis by M. Cliabot, the expert (published by the 
Hon’blo Mr. Twistletoii some years ago), which annihilates 
all other claimants, and leaves no room for doubt that 
tlfh hand which wrote the Letters of Junius was the 
hand of Philip Francis. In the face of this last evi- 
dence the stoutest believers in the inviolability of the 
Junian secret (notably the Quarterly lievieiv) confessed 
themselves converts ; and even Mr. Hayward, Q. C., the 
most subtle and uncompromising of them all, the author 
of “ The Franciscan Theory Unsound,’’ seems to have 
been silenced. The marvellous fact thus became demon- 
strated, that the caustic writer, the audacious State 
satirist, whose accurate informatirm and envenomed 
shafts perplexed and woundej ev^m the highest, prpved 
to be a clerk in the War OHice, whose craft and subtlety 
in guarding the secret of his newspaper writings were 
suo’l that he was wholly unsuspected by his contem- 
poraAes, aud that his name was never even mentioned 
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in connexion with the famous Letters tin loiTy yeara 
after ilie aj^pearance of the last one. When “Junius 
Identified with a Distin^iiishcd Liviiuj Character” was 
published in 1814, Sir Philip Francis was an old man, 
retired from public life, b\it moving in the highest 
80 ciet 3 ^ He then shrank from the greatness thrust upon 
J)im, heavil}^ weighted as it would have been with 
sluime. He must have felt that to have acknowledged 
then that Junius and Francis were one, would have 
been to confess that, for some busy years of his early 
manhood, he liad becn^ treaclierous, dark intriguer — a 
marvel of duplicity and turpitude — a character that no 
abilities,* however splendid, no services however un- 
li vailed, could redeem. Accordingly lu^ disowned the 
impeachment in an evasive sort of way to the^ world, 
but, at the same time, did not conceal from his secoiid 
wife that he wished hci to understand that it was true. 

The disappearance of Junius was closely connected 
in time with the resignation of the War OHice b}'' 
Fi’aneis, an event that was the precursor of much 
scurrilous abuse of Lord Barrington, the Secretary at 
War, in the final letters to the })ublic ]n*css written by 
Junius, but not under that signature, letters which are 
absolutely stupid in their vulgar malignity, and strangely 
contrast witli the choice, incisive laiigmige and the 
severely pure stylo of Junius. The popular idea was 
thal Junius ceased to write on his idontit}^ becoming 

* Amongst the letters received in his youth, preserved -by Philip 

Francis, was one from his father written to tlie clever boy at 8t. 
Paul’s School, which contains this passage, — ** Genius and abilities.* 
arc in general very hai>p.y i>os8essions ; yet an injudicious use of 
them makes the posscssors^odious, and sometimes even contemptible.” 



76 PHILIP FRANCIS AND HIS TIMES. 

known to Ministers (it is suggested by Brougham that 
the discovery was probably made by the Secretary at 
War) ; and the question arose whether a prosecution 
should not be instituted. The story went that Lord 
Mansfield was consulted, but the Chief Justice, hav- 
ing had quite enough of the temper and obstinacy of 
Middlesex juries in the cases of the printers, strongly 
protested against courting a more signal defeat in the 
person of the principal, and recommended a humiliating 
resort to conciliatory, instead of to violent, measures — 
that the dreaded Junius, in shoit, should be got rid of 
by hush-money. Junius himself said in the most em- 
phatic of his writing, I am the sole depositary of my 
own secret, and it shall perish with me."' One would 
think that a secret shared in by so many, a secret that 
all England was on tip-toe to discover, would soon be on 
the high road to universal divulgence; yet, in spite of 
this and of its inherent improbabilities, the story gained 
the credence of some high authorities. Lord Campbell, 
who adopted it from Lady Francis, a firm believer 
in it, thus gives the pith of it: “Junius, from the 
acquittal of the printers till the beginning of the year 
1772 (when he made a^ treaty with the Government and 
for ever disappeared), exercised a tyranny of which we 
can form little conception, living in an age when the 
press is more decorous and we are able by law to restrain 

its excesses.” “At last the gfeat 

boar of the forest, who had gor6d the King and almost 
all his court, was conquered; not by the spear of a 
knight errant, but by a little provender held out to him, 
and? he was sent to whet his tusks in a distant land.” 
The provender here alluded to was a seat in the newly- 
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appointed Council to the Go^rnor-General of India, 
with a salary of ten thousand pounds a year. The 
story, however, was necessarily exploded on the publica- 
tion, a few years ago,* of the memoirs and corres- 
pondence of Sir Philip Frances, when it became evident 
that, during his time in India, he Carried on a friendly 
coiTcspondence with the Prime Minister, Lord North, 
who would have scorned the friendship of a newspaper 
assassin whom he had bribed to silence, and that, what- 
ever may have l)een the cause of his retiring from the 
War Oifico, he left it ostensibly on good terms with the 
head of it. It also came to light that he lived ever 
after, both in India and England, in amicable, nay even 
affectionate, relations with his old chief, whom we were 
asked to believe knew that Francis was the mj^n who, 
under a disguise, lieapcd on him such flowers of rhetoric 
as “ the bloody Barrington,” the name that implies 
everything that is mean, cruel, false, and contemptible,” 
the fawning traitor to every party and person,” the 
“ assiduous parasite.” 

In all probability a deal of logic has been wasted as 
to the how and why of Francis’s preferment. Even 
his biograjdier calls his appointment a “ provoking mys- 
tery, an extraordinary promotion from the position of a 
young and obscure retired clerk in the War Oflic;e/’ thus 
re-echoing an objection of the Court of Directors when 
Ids ‘nomination by Parliament was brought to them. 
It i% unfair thus to .^imnip his qualification for a high 
ofiice by a reference jto the comparatively humble one 
recentl}’^ lield. Lot us see what his tfaining had b een 
immediately after leaving St. Paul’s School, withn>he 
reputation of being ite cleverest scholar, he was appointed 
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to a clerkship in the Sofretary of State's office. When 
only eighteen he was sent as secretary to General Bligb, 
during the Expedition to the French coast, resulting in 
the destruction of Cherbourg. * Aftei* that he was dis- 
tinguished by being nominated secretary to a Special 
Embassy to Lisbon. Having thus gained much official 
experience and knowledge of men at an exceptionally 
early age, he returned to the secretary of State’s office 
and betook himself to deep study of political science, 
and especially of the constitution and laws of England. 
We next find him selected to be* occasional anianucnsis 
during eighteen months to the great Pitt, a period and 
an occupation to whi(di Francis thus alluded long after- 
wards in the House of Commons: “ In the early part 
of my .life I had the good fortune to hold a place very 
inconsiderable in itself, but immediately under the late 
E^rl of Chatham. He descended from his station to 
take notice of mine, and he honored me with repeated 
marks of his favour and protection.” After that he was 
given the res[)onsiblo berth of chief clerk in the War 
OJfice, which he voluntarily resigned nine years after- 
w^ards, presumably because lie was superseded. His 
name was even known favorably to the King, who, 
writing to Lord North, says : “ As to the other gentle- 
men who have applied to you I do not know anything 
of their personal qualifications, except Mr. Francis, who 
is allowed to be a man of tallents ” (s/c). Many a fnan 
without a fourth of these ^ua‘lifications has been ap- 
]>ointed since to the Supreme Council in India, and it 
cmay be safely predicted will be in the future, without 
his hqmination being called a ihystery. Francis’s own 
explanation is the simplest, and most probably the true 
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one ; viz,, he accidentally heard that one of the intended 
councillors (Mr. Cholwell) had declined the nomination, 
and just in the nick of time Francis applied for it to 
Lord North, who wished* to bring his Regulating Act 
cut and dried, with the im)posed Councillors named, 
before Parliament.* 

The interest which Francis brought to bear was that 
of Lord Barrington, to whom, with a confidence wliich 
seemed to defy detection, he boldly ajiplied, and from 
whom he got the most active and handsome support. 
Tlie appointment took ^dace in June 1773, — i. e., fifteen 
months after Francis’s retirement from the War Office. 
The merits of his antecedents were alone sufficient to 
get liim an appointment which, it must be remembered, 
was practically going a-begging at the eleventh hour. 
It had been also declined by Burke, possibly by others. 
It will be seen later on how small the prize seemed 
to Francis on realization, and how little it satisfied his 
tastes or his great ambition. 

It is also necessary for a further elucidation of the 
“ mystery ” to bear in mind who his fellow-councillois 
from England were to be — Two military officers. General 
Clavering and Colonel Monson* with powerful con- 
nexions, to whoso share these Indian loaves and fishes 
fell, mainly to satisfy court and Parliamcntaiy influence. 
The presumption was never sanguinely entertained, that 
either by ability or previous training, were they fitted 
for "the duties of the*higli and novel position assigned 


* Francis himself has rccoiulcd that Burke, though he opposeej^pii^ 
Regulating Act before Parliament, *• spoke handsomely me in 
debate as a very proper person for the office.” 
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to them ; and this was am]>ly verified in the days, few 
and evil, allotted to them in Calcutta. Some make- 
weight therefore was essential ;* and where could this 
have more suitably been found than in the hard-work- 
ing, well-trained ofiicial of ^sueh varied experience as the 
cx-Chicf Clerk in*the War Office, who was then thirtj^- 
two years of age, and in the enjo 3 ’ment of the full ripe- 
ness of his cultivated talents ? Francis might b(‘. relied 
on for the brains and the work : his colleagues for the 
deportment. That Francis himself complacently fell in 
with this apportioning of their •respective functions is 
tolerably clear. In one of his earliest letters from India, 
written to the brother of Edmund Burke, he says, 

When I see this glorious Empire, which 1 was sent to 
save and govern, tottering upon the verge of ruin,'' &;c. 

When we mark the egotism here, we arc not surprised 
to learn that his nickname in Calcutta was King 
I'lrancis," ^'Francis the First." 

Though Philip Francis may in his early life have 
schemed as a political adventurer, and may liave been 
disparagingly sneered at as “ a mere* War Office clerk " 
when s(dected for liigh preferment, it must not be for- 
gotten that he justified the selection, by the exhibition 
of a virtue which enabled him to look down on all his 
predecessors and most of his contemporaries, and which, 
standing supreme as a qualification for exalted ]>osition 
and influence in India, earned tins florid but truthful 
tribute to his memory from an ej#-Lord Chancellor. • 

‘‘ He had been an Indian Satrap^ in the most corrupt 
times, and retired from tlic barbaric land waslied by 
Orfcus and Ind, the land of pearls and gold, witli hands 
so clean and a fortune so moderate that in the fiercest 
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storms of faction no man ever for an instant dreamt of’ 
questioninc^ the absolute purity of his administration.” * 

Any modern fn<li;ui aflministrators who may perhaps 
be dreaming ot fame, or even flattering themselves that 
their memory will outlive tln^r generation, may derive 
some j>rospective consolation from the reflection, that 
tliis brilliantly gifted man sojourned for six years of the 
prime of his life in this cit}’, waging a constant war 
against unscrupulous Government, and endeavouring to 
maintain what he believed to be the cause of right 
against wrong;, and that lie has left behind him 

scarcely the shadow of a name. Were Philip Francis 
to be mentioned in ordinaiy conversation here to-day, 
his name would ])e unknown to many as that of an 
Indian statesman, or would be dimly recognized in con- 
jiectioii with something relating rather to social than 
official life; it would be associated probably with some 
])assages in one of Macaulay’s Essays, and the questi^i 
would be asked, possibly, if he were not the man who 
was angry because he did not laud under royal honours 
fiom Fort William,* or the remark would be hazarded 
that he was the profligate who ran away with some- 
body’s wife and then fought a dilcl about her with the 
Governor-General under a big tree on the niaidan, or 
under two trees “ so well known as the trees of destruc- 
tion,” as the story sometimes goes. 

Let us, therefore, as our object is merel}’^ to gossip 

♦ Brougham cvhleutly did not place any value on the insinuations 
of so rabid a political oppoheut as Major Scott, w ho challenged Francis 
in the House of Coramonrf* (1787) to accoimt for the source of 
money which he brought frofu India over and above the savings^¥rom 
his official salary. * 

F 
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about old times, make a starting point of the vaguely 
remembered circumstances just alluded to, and endea- 
vour to get rid of some of the inaccuracies witli which 
time has embellislied them. We maj^' as well see in the 
first place what were the actual facts in connexion with 
the landing at Calcutta of Francis and his fellow-coun- 
cillors, and what was the etiquette observed as placed 
on official record. 

Next it will be convenient to step aside fom the order 
of events and recall for the peaceable Calcutta of the 
present tlie details of the duel between the Governor- 
General and the senior member of his (JouikuI, and some 
matters incidental to it. 

It may then be of interest to turn our attention more 
to the social doings of Francis and his contemporaries ; 
to take a look at tlun’r (‘very -day life, and to see what 
some of them thought of an Indian career. A glance 
too may be taken at the press and other institutions of 
Calcutta a hundred years ago. 


The Arrival of Francis in Calcutta. 

There is no anecdote more frequently l epeated regard- 
ing Calcutta and its passed-avvay celebi-ities tlian the 
one which tells of the chagrin and disappointment said 
to have been evinced by the newly-atTived Members of 
Council, because they were not received with a royal 
Vdi. te” on their landing at Chandpal Ghat on the 19th 
October 1774. The story, too, is paraded whenever it 
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is (losi red to quote an apt illustration of mighty events 
springing from little causes. Thus Macaulay says : 

“ The Meniborji of Council expected a salute of twenty-fme 
;;uns from the batteries of Vort William. Hastings allowed 
them only seveiitoon. They lauded in ill-huinour. The first 
civilities were exchanged with cold resefvo. On the morrow 
coinnioiccMl that long quarrel which, after distracting Ilritish 
India, was renewed in P]ngland, and in wliich all the most 
eminent statesmen and orators of the age took active part on 
niio or the other side.’* 

Two other well-knowiii writers on India allude to tlie 
<*,irriunstanec as though Philip Francis won‘ tlie head 
and front of the v(‘xation at the hn'aeli of etiquette, 
a.ud tlierefore alone responsible for the suhshipient tun- 
broil iiioiit ; and tradition as it exists to-day adopts tliis 
view, and Francis (j){)ssibl3^ because lie alone is bf liis- 
t.orical importance) is gibotted by common consent wlien 
tlien^ is no evidtuice wliatevor to show that lie w.ls 
more to blame than his fellow-passengers in tlie new 
Council, two pompous, {mnetilious military men of 
hijih rank and aristocratic English connexion, with no 
very definite or exalted ideas I’cgarding a “ Coinpaiiy's 
servant,” oven thougli in the ptisition of a goveimor. 
Mr. Marshman says on tlie subject, speaking of Cliandpal 
Gliat {Calcutta Review) : 

It was here that the autlior of Junius counted one by one 
the guns which boomed from the Fort, and found to his inorti- 
ficat^iu tliat their niimhof did* not oxcoed seventeen, when he 
had expected niuetooii. ^This circmustauce ajipears to have laid 
the foundation of tlio iuiplacahle hatred he manifested towards 
Hastings, and whicli for six years exposed the admiiiistrsi*ff(ffi 
of the country to contempt. Is it unreasoiiahle to tflippose 
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that if his self-esteem had been gratified by two additional 
charges of powder, the unseemly and dangerous opposition, 

Sir John Kaye follows suit, and holds up Francis in 
particular. 

“As they neared the battefies of Fort William they wert 
greeted >\ ith a salute of nineteen guns. Having calculated, upon 
what reasonable grounds it is impossible to conjecture, tliat 
they would have been received with a royal salnt(‘, Ara, Fran- 
cis, Avho had left England in a position to which one 
would have touched a hat, was especially incensed. He a[)- 
pears at once to have drawn the sw^rd and thrown aw'ay the 
scabbard. From that moment be became the bitter, unrelent- 
ing enemy of Warren Hastings, tfec.” 

It will he seen that the two authors just quoted ilifler 
slightly in tlie nuinher of guns given and expected. But 
no one refers to the authority on 'which such sweeping 
assertions are made. The following extracts from a 
lAusty blue-book will perhaps give a juster idea on the 
merits of this (pxestion than seems to be generally held. 
Whatever the new embers of Council may have said in 
society about tlio want of ceremony attending their 
landing, or whatever society may have said fur them 
(which is just as likely), it is certain tliat they made no 
official complaint or representation al)Out the slight, and 
there seems no ground whatever for attributing early 
action in the matter to Francis more than to any one 
else. That some reflections on the inferred or apparent 
want of courtesy were freely dud ulged in socially, is more 
than probable, and the fact of Hastings graiipling with 
them before they had assumed a tangible* official form 
a blunder, as it laid him ojien to the retort of qui 
fi’exctlse s accuse,” which the opposition in their rejoinder 
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(evidently from the pen of Francis) were not slow to 
avail thems(dves of. 

IJeforc referring to official clocninents for information 
on tills subject, we may scTc what can be gathered from 
contemjioraiy private sources. • It imiy lie premised that 
the foui* Jiulges, njipointed by the JSe^^ Ib^gulating Act 
foj* Indin, stai'ted from England at the saiiK* time as the 
n(‘Nv Members of ('ouncil. The former sailed in the 
Anson, the latbu* witli tludr jiartv in the Ash!)tirnh(fm. 

1'h‘aneis wns fiecompanied by his brotlao -in-law and 
d<‘sm*v(Mlly valued friem^, iMr. Macra])it‘, in tlu' eapneity 
of T^rivale Secretai'y, who k(‘]>t a <li;n v <liiring tln‘ long 
\oynge and in Imlia afterwaids. lb*, seems to have 
])Mske<l with tohu’able eomjilncimcy in the r<dh*eb‘d glory 
of his patron, and to have b(‘en jea-lously censorhms if 
inade(|uaf.e attention was beskiwcd on him or liis brother 
( 'onmdllors. The Jiidg(‘s were the first wlio fell under 
iJiis gentleman’s displeasun' ; they monopolized all the 
hoin:ig(‘, while tle^ ships aiieliored for ten days in 
Funebal Hoad, for the diaiy notes: 

VVe oiiservo that the coimuissioii with the great seal coii- 
st;mtly Jitteiids the .bulges. The (diief .bi^iiee has stolen a 
march on tlio geiitleuioii of the (\>aueir m point of precedence ; 
a mark of distinction which takes from the dignity of the 
latter without doing any ciedit, in iny opinion, to the other 
hoiiourahlc gent lemon 

A man in tliis frame of mind is on a pinnacle looking 
out f(M’ slights, whi(di theti of •course are seen in ahundance. 

At Madras tlie pestilent Judges are iu the way again, 
but tlie Secretary seeiRs to have been comforted. 

“ Supreme Court always take the lead of us. They sail better 
than wo do, aiul their charter gives them precedence. 5'heir 
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worships landed two days before ns. What marks of honour 
and respect they may have boon distinguished by, I know not ; 
but nothing could exceed those shown to our party.^'* 

These extracts will ])e sufficient to show the morbid 
anxiety with wliieli one individual, at all events, must 
have l<joked forwaid to the approaching official rec^tii^u 
of “our party” at Calcutta. Accoi'dingly he t]|lri-rb- 
sumes his censorship. 

‘‘ l']xactly at noon, a comfortable season for ostMhlisinng the 
cti(HK'tte of precedency, tlie whole party are dispf)se(l in three 
boats, and botli courts stifely lauded at the capitsil of their 
jurisdiction. The procession to the Governor’s house hegmirs 

* That the con till ucd to be sticklers in India lor (he out- 

ward and visible traditional signs of dignity and loyalty will appear 
from the following extract from the notebook of one of them : 

4tli Term. 

Monday, 25th October 177l>. 

Present : 

Mr. Justice Hyde. 

This day, Monday, 2.7111 October 177ih is tjio hist da.\ of the twi n- 
tieth year of the Uoign of His Majesty Georg v the Tliinl, of Clieut 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King ; Defender of tlu* Faith, .'ce.. 

This Term is said to be iii the nineteenth an<l twentieth of George 
the Third, because it begins in the nineteenth and ends in the t\\ entirth 
year of Ilis Majesty’s Reign. 

I came to the Court in my Scarlet Robe to-dny. Ixuiansij it is the day 
of the King’s accession, and is therefore treated by the (.’ourts of Law 
in England as a Gala day, to appear in their finest cloatlis, iind I 
think it proper, most particularly in this place, that all manner of 
tokens of respect to His Majesty slfould be siiowii. and especially by 
those who have the honour of holding, offices under His lUajesty's 
authority on his appointment. All signs of loyalty to the King of Eng- 
are too much neglected in this t,ountry. 1 believe they did not> 
even <iire a salute at the Fort, which is a shameful neglect, if it is not 
worse— a designed disrespect. 
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all description ; the heat, the confusion, not an attempt at 
regularity. No guards, no person to receive or to show the 
wa}^ 110 state.” 

His appetite for ceremonial distinction had, however, 
become so keen this time, ihat he hints that even the 
sn^ftligst crumbs would liave been acce{)table ; for he adds, 

aiM surely Mr. Hastings might have put on a ruffled 
shiri 

Fiaiicis himself, writing to a cousin in America a 
f<‘w days afterwards, says simplj^ : “ We landed here 
October 19, upon wliicli occasion the acclamations were as 
loud and the congratulations as sincere as we expected.'* 
Not a word about the iiisutticieiicy of the guu^s in all the 
private writings. 

Only once does Francis himself refer to the reception 
at the landing, ami then no doubt with dis]>leasure, but 
he seems rather to be rolhjcting General Claveringls 
opinion than bis own. The allusion occurs in a private 
memoraiiduiii leviewiiig public transactions since their 
arrival. 

‘^The mean ami dishoiiuurahlo recei)tiou we met with at our 
landing gave Claveriiig the second shtek.” 

Francis’s biographer did not attach much importance 
to his connexion with the suggested cause of the terrible 
six years’ war that followed, for he says in a footnote : 

The common story that the three new Members of 
Council took oflence at'beiwg greeted with a salute of 
nineteen guns only, instead of a royal salute, finds no 
confirmation that I can discover in the Francis papers/* 
The biographer had prob^ably never seen the desj)atc‘iVes 
from which the following extracts are made. 
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Extracted from Governor-General’s letter to the Court 
of Directors, dated 3rd December 1774 : 

I am ashamed to call the public attention to a subject so 
exceed iiifrly frivolous as that which I am now compelled to 
enter upon in my own further, justification. They accuse me 
of having failed in paying them the honors due to them. Their 
accusation against me on this head is confined to the fullowing 
particulars : Only seventeen guns were fired on th(!ir arrival ; 
troops were not drawn out to r(‘ceiYe them ; they \\ere met at 
iny own house, and not at the Conncildiouse ; theie \\as a 
delay from Friday till Monday, three dajs, in the order for 
issuing the new commissions in Piihlie Onlers ; and, lastly, the 
proclamation of tlie new Oovernment was not made with suffi- 
cient parade 

To these five Articles I must reply separatedy — 

— The orders given for the salutes weie, that seventeen 
guns should be fired for the Chief Juvtiee and the Judges ; 
the like number for General Clavoring ; iirtoen, as ordered by 
the Court of Directors, for Sir Edward Hughes; and thirteen 
for each of the Members of the Board, if they come separately; 
if they should all arrive at the same tinje, the highest salute 
directed to be fired for the whole ; and this was agreeable to 
the practice which hitherto had been observed, — Iliad no other 
rule to go by. They did arrive together, and were accord- 
ingly saluted with seventeen guns. 

2nd, -If they had landed at the Fort, the garrison should 
have been under arms to receive them. It appeared to me 
unmilitary to draw troops out of garrison to compliment thpir 
landing at a distance from it. 

“3rd — If I could have divined tlmir expectations of being 
received, not at my house, but at- the Council-house, or if I 
could have imagined that this was ''‘esteemed a matter of any 
sort of significance, I certainly should have answered their 
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"wishes ; but the c?ircumstaiice neither occiirrcil to myself, nor 
was it suggested to any other person. 1 thoiiglit then, nnd 
truly I tliink still, that tlie* deputing the senior Aleniber of the 
Hoard to wait on them in the river, and attend them to town, 
and tlic assembling of all the otl^er gentlemen of the old Coun- 
cil at my house for their reception, \vore amjde marks of 
attention and respect to them. 

Uh.- -The delaj^of three days in issuing the cumuiissions was 
o(a*asioned by a request of mine, dictated hy my feelings on 
jirst perusing them. 1 liad before received ])rivatc intimation 
of lh('ir ])urport, hut my information was not eomplete, and f 
was hurt at the extraordinary reduction of my authority which 
was to take place, and the apparent inconsistency of investing 
the second person iu the administration with greater osteii- 
silde powers than the first. While 1 was agitatcal hy these 
considerations, I recpicsted this time to determine within 
myself whether I would accept of this new Cuvenimeut, or 
conclude the pei-iod of my services to the C()m]>any with tlie 
(dose of the late administration before they were piiblida^, 
and wlien my request was acquiesced in, I did not cxi)ect to 
have found it stated as an exceptionable part of my conduct. 

t^lh . — Wit h res[)ebt to tiio want of parade iu proclaiming 
the now Uovcniinent, the Mendiers of tlie Hoard have them- 
selves been to blame for any defidicncy in this jiarticular. 
They formed a majority, and might have ordered what jxnnp 
and ostentation they pleased, but it is extraordinary that they 
should agj-ee to measures, and them throw the blame of them 
upon mo. I am averse to j^arado myself, and have never used 
it. ^1 proposed a written advertisement as the usual mode 
of proclamation here ; they* thouglit a military attendance 
necessary, which w-as aacordingly ordei’ed to a-ttoud upon the 
Shorift', whom I thought the proper officer to publish a Civi^ 
Government. Hut it may be necessary to remark that if there 
was any deficiency of .respect iu my conduct on tli5 above 
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occasion, it could not be personally intended against them,, 
since the new Government was its object, and I myself had the 
highest interest in the honors paid to it, being the head of that 
Government. 

‘^Upoii the whole I must remark that I paid them hiuher 
honors than had eveivbcen paid to persons of their rank in this 
country ; as liigli even as had been paid to Mr. Vansittart and 
Lord Clive, when they came in the first station as Governors, — 
men wliose names will ever stand foremost in the memoirs of 
the peojde of tliis country, and who merited as much from their 
employers as any who have filled, or are likely to fill, that 
station. I wrote letters severally to the throe gtuitlemcu at 
Madras, bespeaking their confidence, as a measure necessary 
to the safety of the Company. The Hoard sent their senior 
Member down the river to meet them ; ami, as a mark of per- 
sonal respect fr^in me, one of the gentlemen of my stall' 
attended them ; the whole Council assembled at my bouse to 
receive them on their landing. What more could 1 do without 
ddh)gating from my own rank? But they seem to have con- 
sidered themselves as the Government, and to have required 
the honors done to it entire, to be paid to their own })ersons, 
forgetting that they were only a part, and that it w'as from tlie 
head they expected such concessions.” 

Extracted from minute of General Clavering, Colonel 
Monson, and Mr. Francis, dated Iltdi January 1775, and 
received in London the 18th of July 1775, containing 
observations and remarks on the Governor-Ccnerars 
appeal to the Court of Directors, of the 3rd of December 
1774: 

“21. Some iiiattontioii to ceremonies on the part of the 
Governor in the inode of our reception is supposed to have 
ES^a share in creating or confirming in us those hostile reso- 
lutions ’which we are accused of having formed against him. 
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Tlie first objection we make to all that the Governor has said 
oil this article is, that it is a defence without a charge. We 
leave it to our superiors to judge what sort of consciousness is 
implied in so hasty an anticipation of charges not advanced 
against him. 

22. Our second objection would be t<i his statement of the 
fads, if wc thought it worthy of ourselves or consistent with the 
j)rosecutioii of business of a far heavier nature, to descend to 
such a detail. As for the rest we liope it will be thought too 
much to b(3 believed, on no better evidence than Mr. Hastings's 
bare atlirm;itif)n, that we are ca[)able of engaging in measures 
which, if they are such as he describes them, m;iy subvert an 
empire, merely to revenge an omission of eeremon^^ for wbieli 
the slightest concession from Mr. Hastings ought to have been 
so sufficient an excuse, tliat wc could not have declined accept- 
ing it without betraying an injudicious appearance of bo4»tility 
to him and disgracing ourselves. 

o O 

‘^23. If the charges of a personal failure in the respects 
<lue to Mr. Hastings had had any foundation whatsoever, we 
think it ought not to have been described by so gross a term 
as that of a warfare of scurrility.” The expressions to which 
ho himself applies and coniines that description aio on record, 
and referred to by liimself. Our superiors will judge whether 
they have a reference to the jiubVic measures of the late 
administration, or personally to Mr. Hastings; and whether, 
supposing them to lie directed against measures only, they 
wore or could be too strong for the occasion.” 

The words I am averse to parade myself, and have 
nev^r used it,” convey aa impression consistent with 
the general character of Warren Hastings. The account 
of his own feelings on the subject of parade here given 
is confirmed in a passage in a long paper written nJ 
1781 for the inforujation of his friend. Major* Scott, 
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where, speaking of his intended visit to Lucknow, he 
sa3^s, “I shall go with a very liglit retinue, and intend 
to return within three mouths. As I can subsist with 
few conveniences, and with little state, I shall not find 
this a matter of much difficulty.” 

And when he did set out, his biographer tells us that 
“Ids escort consisted of little more than the bod>’-gunrd 
which generall}^ attended him,” although Mrs. Hastings 
“bore him company as far as Mongt;er.” All this, it 
will be at once remaiked, is veiy min*h at vaiianc't* wilh 
the account given of Hastings in tlie well-known ])assage 
in Jlacaulay s Essay. “The more than regal splendoui* 
which he sometimes displnycul dazzled a people wdio 
have much in common witli children. Even now, after 
the ltVi>so of more than fifty years, the natives of India 
still talk of him as tlio greatest of the English; and 
nurses sing children to sleep with a jingling ])allad about 
tlie fleet horses anil richly caparisoned elephants of Sahib 
Warren Hostoin.” (See Appendix.) 


The Duel. 

The origin* of ibis duel w-as the oft-tjuoted passage 
in a minute of Hastings's in reply to one from Francis. 

“My authority for tlie opinions I have declared concerniiig 
Mr. Francis depends on facts which ^lavo passed within my 

* That it is not siiporfluouK to moiition tbo cjiuho, cvoii in (Calcutta, 
will 1)0 apparent’ from the subjoined Extracts; the first is from an 
ou Old Calcutta contributed to tbe Calcutta Jin'iciv over twenty 
years ago. 

The secoud is from an article on Junius, which gives extracts from 
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own knowledge. I judge of his public conduct by my expe- 
ricuco of his private, which I have found to be void of truth 
and lionour. This is a severe charge, but temperately and 
deliberately made, from tliQ firm persuasion that I owe this 
justice to the public and myself as the onl}’' redress to both, 
for artifices of which I have been a victim, and which threaten 
to involve their interests with disgrace and ruin. The only 
redi-ess for a fraud for which the law has made no provision is 
the exposure of it.*' 

The minute in which this occurs was sent to Francis 
on tlie evening before .the Council day oh wliich it was 
to bo officially read, for, as the Governor-General himself 
says, he judged it '' unbecoming to surprise him with 
a minute at tlio Council table, or to send it» first to the 
Secretary.'’ “After tlie Council had risen,” says Macau- 
la}’', “Francis put a challenge into the Governof-Gene- 
ral’s hand.” But, according to the principals themselves, 
Francis conducted this preliminary in a politer and le.»s 
ostentatious manner; and Hastings writes: — “The next 
day after Council he desired me to witlidi*aw with him 
into a private apai’tment of the Council-house, where, 


the Memoirs of Francis, "written in tlie lleruc dcs Mondes 

ill by M. diaries de liemusat. 

The italics in the latter are ours. 

1. “Nearly opposite Alipore bridge, stood two trees, called ‘The 
trees of destruction,’ notorious for duels fought under their shade ; 
here ilastings and Francis exchanged shots in tho days when Euro- 
pean, women wore few; jealousy often gave rise to these affairs of 
honour.’* 

2. “ Ce rdcit prouvo o^Q^contrairement d des stqf^ositiomt sotivent 
rdpfitcony la beautd de Madame^ rand fut complctement dtrangere aux, 
ddmelcs do Hastings et do Francis, et que ce n’est pas elle qui lour mit 
lea armes h la main.” 
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taking out of his pocket a paper, he read from it a chal- 
lenge in tenns.” 

Tlie terms” we find verbatim in Francis's' journal, 
as follows: — “'Mr. Hastings,— I am preparing a formal 
answer to the paper you scfit to me last night. As soon 
as it can be finished, I shall la}" it before you. But you 
must be sensible, sir, that no answer I can give to the 
matter of that paper can be adequate to the dishonour 
done me by the terms you have made use of. You have 
left me no alternative but to demand personal satisfac* 
tion of you for the aflVonts you* have oflered me.' As 
soon as I had read the preceding words to Mr. Hastings, 
he said 'ho expected the demand and was ready to 
answer it.'” A place and time of meeting were lixctl 
before they parted. Francis further writes in liis diar>’ 
on the same day that lie “mentions the attair to Watson, 
who happens to dine with me; lie agnu^s to provide 
pistols in order to prevent suspicions.” Colonel Watson 
was the chief engineer at Fort William. Mr. Hastings 
en<^a<icd the services of Colonel Peaise, the Commamlant 
of Artillery, to whom he \vrote on* the evening of the 
loth August, asking him to breakfast the next morning. 
He then, after enjoinifig secrecy, asked Colonel Pearsc 
to be his second in a hostile meeting which had been 
arranged for between him and Mr. Francis for Tliursday 
morning, the 17th of August. 

The entry in Francis's journal for the IGth of August 
is — “ Employed in settling my affairs, burning papers, &c., 
in case of the worst — dull work.'’ 

That for Che I7th — “ Amved at, the ground near Bel- 
vedere near an hour before IVfr. H., who comes about 
six \#ith Colonel Pcarse. Watson marks out a distance 
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yabout fourteen common paces, the same, he said at which 
Mr. Fox and Mr, Adam stood * My pistol missing fire, 

I changed it; we then fired together, and I was wounded 
and fell; 1 thought my backbone was broken, and of 
cours(; that I could not survdVe it.” 

Sir Elijah Impey writes on the .«ame day to a friend : — 
“Tins morning Mr. TTastings an<l Mr. Francis fought 

* 'riio allusion to Fox and AdamV diud. which impressed itself on 
the meirKn-y both of (’olonel Watson and Francis, kIiows that, 
nniun^ the* EoL^lish in India, the standard of propri('t3' fashion in 
most things was n^j^ulated tjien. as now. hy tlio customs prev.ailing* 
in Entrland. and (‘specially in hifrh lif(5 in England. The account of 
tho duel which dotermim*d tluj (juestion of distance lietweon tlie com- 
batants at- A lipon* could only have recentl}' arrived in CaUnitta, as it 
was fuuj^ht on -bth November 17711. 

Tlic cause of action in this duel arose out of a speech of Mr.^Etfx's 
in Parlinmeut at which Mr. Adam took ofFenue, and rcfiuested fi public 
avowal tliat ^Mr. Fox did n(»t mean any per.sonal reflection on lam. 
This Mr. Fox refused ; a ho‘'t.ile meeting: was arran:::ed. am] the prin- 
cipals wo.YQ put n]> at 1 I paces. On 3Tr. FitzGerald. Ins second, 
instructing Mr. Fox to stand sideways, the latter said — Why ? Ara T 
not as thick one waj' as the other? ” Mr. Adam called on Mr. Fox to 
lire, who answered — *' I’ll be damned if 1 do. I liavo no quarrel.’’ 
Mr. Adam tlnm 1’ired and wounded his oppoiK'ut, which, ]iowe\er, was 
not noticed at the moment. On Mr. Adam being- tiskod by the .s( cMnds 
if he were satisfied, he said. — “Will Mr.» Fox declare he meant no 
pcnsoual attack on my character ! " Fpon which Mr. Fox said — “ This 
In no place for apology, and I desire him to go on.” Mr. Adam then 
fired again, and mis.sod Mr. Fox fired in the air. and then said he 
liad no dilliculty in declaring that he meant no personal affront. Mr. 
Adam answered — Sir, you have behaved like a man of honour." 

The’ narrative of tlio affair from which the above extract is made 
goes on to say that Mr. Fox ttien ihentioncd that ho bclievcid himself 
wounded, which })roved indeed to be the case : but on finding that 
it was only a slight wound, *he humourously remarked (in allusion to 
the proverbially bad ammunif Ion then supplied to the army)— By- 
Jove, Adam, it would have been all up with me if you had nq^ been 
charged with Government iupwder,*’ 
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with pistols; they both fired at the same time. IMr. 
Francis’s ball missed, but that of Mr. Hastings pierced 
the right side of Mr. Francis, but was prevented by a 
rib, which turned the ball, from enteriiig the thorax. 
It went obliquely ni)wards, ])assed the backbone with- 
out injuring it, and was cxtracte<l about an inch on th(j 
left side of it. The wound is of no consequence, and 
he is in no danger.” 

Colonel Pearse, who was Hastings’s second, and whose 
detailed account of the duel has been published,* says : — 
The next morning, Thursday, August 17th, I waited 
on Mr. Hastings in my chariot to carry him to the plnce 
of appointment. When we arrivetl there we found Mr. 
Francis and Colomd Watson walking together, and 
thtJi^erore, soon after we alighted, I looked at my watch 
and mentioned aloud tliat it was half-past five, and 
Francis looketi at his and said it was near six. This 
induced me to tell him that my Avatch w^as set by my 
astronomical clock to solar time. The place they wen^ 
at was very improper for the business ; it was the road 
leading to Aliporc, at the crossing of it thi'ough a double 
row' of trees tluft. formerly liad been a walk of Belvedere 
Harden on the wcsterii side of the house. Whilst Colo- 

o 

nel Watson went, by the desire of Mr. Francis, to letch 
his pistols, that gentleman ]>roposed to go aside from 
the road into the walk ; but Mr. Hastings disapproved 
of the place, because it was full of weeds and dark. 
The road itself was next mentioned, but was thought 
by everybody too public, as it was near riding time and 
people might want to pass that way ; it was therefore 


Keproduced in Vol. II, Calcutta Review. 
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agreed to walk towards Mr. Bar well’s house (the pre- 
sent Kidderpore Orphanage Asylum) on an old road that 
separated his ground from Belvedere (sinee the official 
residence of the Licutenaht-Governor of Bengal), and 
before he (we ?) had gone fttr, a retired dry spot was 
chosen as a proper place.” 

“ As soon as the suitable place was selected,” continues 
(’olonel Pearse, “I proceeded to load Mr. Hastings’s 
j)istols ; those of Mr. Francis were already loaded. When 
I had delivered one to Mr. Hastings and Colonel Watson 
had done the vsame to M^*. Francis, finding the gentlemen 
were both unacquainted with the inod(*s usually ob- 
serviid on those occasions, I took the liberty to tell 
th(‘in that, if they would fix their distance, it was the 
])usiness of the seconds to measure it. Colonel W»bs!r)u 
immediately mentioned that Fox and Adam had taken 
fourtecui paces, and he recommended the distance. Mr. 
Hastings observed it was a great distance for pistols; 
but as no actual objection was made to it, Watson 
measured and I counted. AVhen the gentlemen had got 
to lh(‘ir ground, Mr. Hastings asked Mr. Francis if he 
stood before the line or behind it, and being told behind 
thi‘ mark, he said he \vould do the same, and immedi- 
ately UM)k his stand. I then told them it was a ride that 
iKiither of them were to quit their ground till they had 
discharged their pistols, and Colonel Watson juoposed 
that 'both should fire together without taking any a<l- 
vantttge. JMr. Hastings ask^d if he meant the}- ought 
to lire by word of command, and was told lie oidy 
meant they should liro together as nearly as could be. 
These preliminaries were all agreed to, and both parties 
presented ; but Mr. Francis raised his hand and again 

G 
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came down to his present ; he did so a second time, 
when he came down to his present — which was the 
third time of doing so — ^lie drew his trigger, but his 
powder being damp, the pistol Aid not fire. Mr. Hastings 
came down from his pre^nt to give Mr. Francis time 
to rectify his pri filing, and this was done out of a 
cartridge with which I supplied him upon finding they 
had no spare powder. Again the gentlemen took their 
stands, both presented together, and Mr. Francis fired. 
Mr. Hastings did the same at the distance of time equal 
to the counting of one, two, three distinctly, but not 
greater. His shot took place. Mr. Francis staggered, 
and, in attempting to sit down, he fell and said he was 
a dead man. Mr. Hastings, hearing this, cried out 
‘ Gwd God ! T hope not,’ and immediately went up to 
him, as did Colonel Watson, but I ran to call the 
servants.” 

Another part of Colonel Pearse’s narrative says : — 
When the pistols were delivered by the seconds, Mr. 
Francis said he was cpiite unac(piainted with these 
matters, and had never tired a pistol in his life, and 
Mr. Hastings told him he believed he had no advantage 
in that respect, as he could not recollect that he had 
ever fired a pistol above once or twice.” Also, — While 
Mr. Francis was laying on the ground he told Mr. Hast- 
ings, in consequence of something which he said, that 
he best knew how it affected his affairs, and that he 
had better take care of himselff to which Mr. Hastings 
answered that he hoped and believed the wound was 
not mortal, but that if any unfortunate accident should 
happen, it was his intention immediately to surrender 
himself to the Sherifi’.” 
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When Francis was shot, Colonel Pearse says : — " I ran 
to call the servants and to order a sheet to be brought 
to bind up the wound. *1 was absent about two minutes. 
On my return I found Mr. Hastings standing by Mr. 
Francis, but Colonel Watsoh was gone to fetch a cot 
or palanquin from Belvedere to c^rry him to town. 
When the sheet was brought, Mr. Hastings and myself 
bound it around his body, and we had the satisfaction 
to find it (sic) was not in a vital part, and Mr. Francis 
agreed with me in opinion as soon as it was mentioned. 

I otfered to attend hiirr to town in my carriage, and 
Mr. Hastings urged liiin to go, as lay carriage was 
r( 3 markably easy. Mr. Francis agreed to go, and there- 
fore, when the cot came, we proceeded towards tlio 
chariot, but were stopped by a deep, broad ditch^crer 
which we could not carry the cot ; for this reason Mr. 
Francis was conveyed to Belvedere.” 

The place originally fixed for the meeting probably 
corresponds to the second gate (from the western side) 
leading into Bcdvcdcre compound. Francis proi)osed to 
tui*n aside into what was seemiiiglj’' a disused, ovei’grown 
walk of Belvedere, close to their left; but Hastings, who, 
apparcntl}^ meant to do mischief lliat morning (witness 
liis remark about the fourteen paces and his deliberation in 
firing his pistol), and therefore wished to see clearly, 
objected on the scoi'e of the weeds and darkness caused 
by the overhanging trees. Somebody tluiii proj)osed the 
main Alipore road, but lie was outvoted by all the others. 
Colonel Pearse does not say (although there were only 
four of them present). whp the individual was who had 
so little regard for ap]>carances as to suggest the public 
roa<l; possibly it wai^ his own principal, the day-light- 
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loving Hastings. After this proposal was rejected, they 
turned to their right into the cross-road leading to the 
west, and from which branched off, as we venture to 
assume, the “ old road ” already alluded to. 

It is evident they could not have- been far from where 
they left the carriages, as it may be presumed the ser- 
vants, from the calling of whom Colonel Pearse returned 
in “ two minutes,” were .syces and perhaps a chapprassi 
or two, and Pelvedcre must have been close at hand, 
since Colonel Watson himself went there to fetch a cot, 
leaving the two combatants by themselves. What oc- 
curred after the binding with the sheet is not ea.sy to 
follow. The duellists, on first arriving, drove, up to the 
])lace of appointment. Why then not take the cot back 
intcuthe main road to the “ chariot ” by the way which 
Colonel Pearse had gone and returned so (quickly ? The 
supposition that occurs to us is this : they probably 
tiiought it prudent to carry the wounded man as little 
in the carriage as they could, as the cot must have been 
easier for him ; they therefore directed the carriage to 
go on towards Aliporo bridge, meaning to take a shorter 
and diagonal cut across country with the cot, and pick 
up the carriage at the Belvedere side of the bridge ; so 
they proceeded through the low marshy ground in the 
direction of the present Hermitage compound and the 
Zoological Gardens, till they were pulled up by a deep 
watercourse, a very likely thing to meet in the height of 
the rainy season. There they had to i-ctrace their sieps, 
and finally emerge by the cross-road into the main road, 
where they had first assembled^ Mr. Francis was pro- 
bably in'much pain and weakness by this time, and was 
counsfelled to give up the idea of going into town, but 
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to make for the nearest port — Belvedere. Unless records 
or trustworthy tradition point to another locality, we 
are inclined to think that the compound of No. 5 Ali- 
pore Road holds near its northern boundary the site of 
this memorable duel. 

The account goes on to say that Hastings and Colonel 
Pearse went to Calcutta to the residence of the former 
‘‘ to send assistance to meet Francis, but he had been 
prevailed on to accept a room at Belvedere, and there 
the Surgeons, Dr. Campbell, the Principal, and Dr. 
Francis, the Governor’ff own Surgeoii, found him. When 
Dr. Francis returried, he informed the Governor that the 
wound was not mortal.” After the first confusion had 
subsided,” writes Francis himself, '"and after I had 
suffered great inconvenience from being carricj;!* a 
wrong place, I was at last conveyed to Major Foley’s 
house on a bed.” 

Having escaped Hastings’s bullet in the morning, 
Francis had next to encounter the danger of being put 
to death during the day by a well-intentioned, but armed 
and meddlesome, man, for he tells us, that the surgeon 
arrived in about an hour and-a-half from the time I 

t 

was wounded and cut out the ball and bled me twice in 
the course of the day.” 

The next entries in Francis’s journal are — 

Angvbst Mth, — Mr. Hastings sends to know wlien he 
may visit me.” ^ 

''Aiigiist ISth . — In these* two days the pain I suffered 
was very considerable,” 

“ August Idth . — Desire Colonel Watson to tell Mr. 
Hastings as civilly as possible that I am forced to decline 
his visit.” 
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''August — Return to Calcutta.” 

Tlie account concludes witli a formal assurance that 
“ both parties behaved as became gentlemen of their 
high rank and station. Mr. Hastings seemed to be in a 
state of such perfect tranqifillity that a spectator would 
not have supposed that he was about an action out of 
the common course of things, and Mr. Francis’s deport- 
ment was suc^as did honour to his firmness and resolu- 
tion.” 

Warren Hastings, writing a few days afterwards to 
his friend, Lawrence Sullivan* says “ I hope Mr. 
Francis does not think of assuming any merit from this 
silly affair. I have been ashamed that I have been an 
actor in it, and I declare to you upon my honour that 
su(Si-^as iny sense of it at the time, that 1 was much 
disturbed by an old woman, whose curiosity prompted 
her to stand by as spectatress of a scene so liitle com- 
prehended by the natives of this part of the world, and 
attracted others of the same stamp from the adjacent 
villages to partake in the entertainment.” 

Wo subjoin them here, as being of special interest, 
three letters from Wa^Tcn Hastings to his wife relating 
to this duel ; they have never been j)ublishcd before that 
we know of. 

No. 1 is very steadily penned, though written imme- 
diately on his return from the duel. It fully bears out 


* The entry on 24th disproves the old story so often told in Oaldhtta, 
riz.^ that the late Mrs. Ellerton (well known in this city up to 1858, 

when she died) remembers seeing Francis in a palanquin crossing 
over the bridge at Tolly’s Nulla ** all bloody from the duel,” It is 
certain^,that Francis did not cross Alipore bridge for a week after the 
duel. 
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the state of ‘"perfect tranquillity” vouched for by his 
second. Like most of his letters to his wife it is dated 
merely with the day of Ihe week. 

Calcutta^ Thursday morning, 

Mr DEA.REST Marian^ — I have* desired Sir John Day* to in- 
form you that 1 have had a meeting this morning with Mr. 
Francis, who has received a wound in Lis side, but I boj)© not 
dangerous. I shall know the state of it presently and will 
write to you again. He is at Belvedere, and Drs. Campbell 
and Francis are both gone to attend him there, lam well 
and unhurt. But you must be content to hear this good from 
me ^ you cannot see me. I cannot leave Calcutta w^hile 
Mr. Ph-ancis is in any danger. But I wish you to stay at 
Chinsura. I hope in a few days to have ye plea^ire of meet- 
ing you there. Make my compts. to Mr. Boss, but do pot 
mention what has passed. My Marian, you have dtcupied 
all my thoughts for these two days past and unremittodly. 

Yours ever, my most beloved, 

W. H. 

Thursday evening. 

My BELOVED Marian, — I despatched a letter to you this 
morning at seven o’clock under cover of one to Sir John 
Day, whom I desired to break the .‘fubjcct of it to you before 
he delivered it, that you might not be alarmed by any sudden 
report of what passed between Mr. Francis and me this 
morning, I hope you received it before dinner, as the 
hurkaru had strict inj unctions to be quick, and there was no 
other risk of the letter , missing you, but that of Sir John’s 
having loft Chiiisura or being out of the way, I have now 
the pleasure to tell you that Mr. Francis is in no manner of 
danger, the ball having^pa^sed through the muscular part of 


* The Advocate-General, 
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his back just below the shoulder, but without penetrating 
or injuring any of the bones. As you say ‘‘ Who knows what 
may happen; who can look into' the seeds of time,” tkc I 
have sent the rice to poor Naylor, but I fear it is too late 
for diet or medicine to do ^him service. Mr. Motto* will 
return you your key. I have also given him in charge your 
hundred gold rnohurs which you desired me to carry with me. 
I am obliged to stay in Calcutta at least until Mr. F. is known 
to bo free from all danger, lest my absence should l )0 called 
a flight,l^o that I cannot join you this week, but do not let 
this bring you to Calcutta before the time you have fixed for 
your return. 

I am well and the remains of the influenza are scarcely 
perceptible about my ancles (sic). You do not tell me how 
you are. Do not presume upon your good appetite, and be 
abstemious at night. — Adieu, 

Yours ever aflcctionate, 

Wauren Hastings. 

Did I tell you that I had a letter from Scott who mentions 
his passing young Touchet, my lion and zebra all in perfect 
health. Pray tell Mrs. Mott6 so. Calcutta is horridly damp 
and dismal besides. 


♦ This name often occurs in the private correspondence of ITastioffs. 
Mr. Motto lived at one time in Benares, eiig’age<l apparently in com- 
mercial pursuits. He afterwards moved to llooghly, where the Has- 
tings used to visit Mrs. Motto, who was a great friend of Mrs. Has- 
tings. Mr. Motto must have got into financial difficulties, as in 1781 
there is an advertisement in the “ Bengal Gazette ” calling a meeting 
of his creditors. Amongst the IiE?pey manuscripts in the Bdtish 
Museum, there is a petition from Mr. Motto written from the Calcutta 
Jail in 1783, in which this friend of the GoYernor-Genoral’s begs that 
his creditors will assent to his release from prison on the score of 
humanity. 

His Wife accompanied Mrs. Hastings to England in 1784. 
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Calcutta^ Friday morning. 

My dear Marian, — I have received yours. You must not 
be angry ; perhaps it is besl that what has passed has passed, 
and it may bo productive 6f future good. My desire that 
you would not leave Cliinsiira ^oceeded only from the appre- 
hension lest, by a precipitate departure, your spirits might be 
agitated and your healtli affected by not cliusing {sic) proper 
seasons and making the fit preparation for your voyage. Do 
now as you please. You will find mo here free from both 
sickness, anxiety, and trouble ; and if you chuse to stay longer 
where you are, you may liave the same satisfaction of knowing 
that I am so. Mr. Francis continues well and I pronounce 
his cure certain. Poor Naylor is dead. Will you let Sir 
J. Day know that there is no reason for his retiirnpig to town, 

I will write to him myself. T am sorry to hear Lady Day 
is sick ; my compts. to her, to Bibby Mott^, and Mr. Ry»5. 

Yours ever, 

W. H. 

You arc much obliged to Col. Peurse. 


Home and Social Life. 

I. 

In gossiping about the social life of Francis in Cal- 
cutta, it may be interesting, in the first place, to see 
Avhether there are any data which would help us to say 
where he resided. 

In his own and his brother-in-law Macrabie's letters, 
allusions are found tc/th^ee houses occupied by Francis. 
Thus, in the December of the year of their arrival, i.c., 
in 1774, Macrabie writes, — The expenses of this Settle- 
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ment are beyond all conception. Mr. F pays £500 

a year for a large but rather mean house like a barn, 
with bare walls and not a single glass window.” We 
have found no clue to the wliei’eabouts of this house. 

From the same authority we learn that, by the fol- 
lowing February (1775), Francis had purchased what 
Macrabie calls a Lodge ” in the neighbourhood of Cal- 
cutta, which, he says, “ consists of a spacious hall and 
four chambers, surrounded by a verandah and colonnade, 
and stands in the midst of twenty acres of ground : 
pleasant to the last degree.” In another letter he says 
that Francis “ talks already of quitting Calcutta, or of 
having only a small house by way of office and dressing- 
room. None but friends to be admitted here (the 
Lodge) : Lady impey yesterday. Lady Anne and Colonel 
Monson to-day.” The Lodge so described we believe 
to be on the site of the house occupied for many years 
ks the official residence of the Collector of the 24-Per- 
gunnahs, and now as that of the Superintendent of the 
Alipore Jail. 

As Mr. Francis bought tlie Lodge in 1775, and sold it 
to Mr. Livius for Rs. 30,000 in April 1780, it is not 
likely that he lived in any other suburban residence 
during his sojourn in India. In Colonel Call’s map, 
dated 1786, the names of the residents in many of the 
suburban houses are given, and that of Mr. Francis is 
attached to the house on the site indicated. As the 
present house is a double-stoiqed one, the Lodge ” must 
have been added to or rebuilt, as from Macrabie’s des- 
cription it must have been originally a bungalow, but 
on an ample scale, as Messrs. Livius and Collings lived 
there Vi th Francis for a time. 
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That the Lodge stood on low, marshy ground, such as 
the neighbourhood of Tolly s Nullah might have been 
exj)ected to be, will be apparent from the following 
letter addressed to Francis by some humorous fellow 
(signing himself D.), who fiad been reading Pliny’s 
Epistles : 

‘‘ 31s^ March 1779. — I was in pursuit of you last night near 
two hours without success. I wont first to your ‘ villa inter 
paludes,^ where 1 found not the smallest vestige of society. 
I tlieii returned to town, and, quitting rny chariot, 1 took to 
my litter and proceeded in it to your house near the Capitol, 
where, to my utter astoiiishineiit, I found the same appearance 
of desertion and desolation. It struck me that you might 
have repassed the Kubicon, and with your slaves* have gone 
again upon some j)rivate plan of pleasui*e into Cis-alpine Gmil 
(i.e., Chandernagore). While I was ruminating upon these 
things, a Ligurian tax-gatlierer (Macrabie^ whom 1 remember 
to have seen among your followers, informed mo that, havings 
been forced by certain putrid exhalations from the marshes 
ill which your villa stands to discontinue your weekly sym- 
posium there, and having at a late meeting at Nasidienus 
drank too deeply of Falernian, you had retired with two 
females (Coutemplatiou and Tempeijiince), Avith wlioni you 
liad been very lately made acquainted, to the gardens of 
Itufillus (Livius), near the fourth stone on the Falernian Way 
to enjoy with him, and his frcedinan, Petronius Macer (Watts), 
the feast of reason and the flow of soul, or to prepare yourself 
for th'e more momentous matter that may be debated in tho 
Senate this day,” &c., ike. 

It would seem, however, that Francis did not (as he 
talked of) content himself with a small house in town 
for an office, &:c., for we find this entry in a journal kept 
by his faithful follojsver Maorabie: — “21st FeUtuary 
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1776. — We have at last engaged a capital house, the 
best in town ; but such a rent ! £100 a month is enor- 
mous ; neighbour Col lings and I must contribute towards 
it.” And Francis says, a month later, in a letter to John 
Burke, — ‘"Here I live, master of the finest house in 
Bengal, with a hundred servants, a country-house, and 
spacious gardens, horses and carriages, yet so perverse 
is my nature that the devil take me if I would not 
exchange the best dinner and the best company 1 ever 
saw in Bengal, for a beef steak and claret at the Horn, 
and let me choose my company.” 

Where was this vaunted house ? It is stated a 
witness at a trial in Calcutta in 1778 in which Francis 
was a principal, that lie recognized the defendant as 
“ .Mi\ Francis, who lived behind the Playhouse.” The 
plan of Calcutta, executed in 1781 by Colonel Wood, 
shows the theatre as behind Writers’ Buildings, standing 
oy itself in the block now called New China Bazar, and 
which is bounded by Lyons’ Range on the south, Clive 
Street on the west, and New China Bazaar Street on 
the east and north. The latter street is a curved one, 
l>ut at the time now under consideration that arm of 
it which was east of the theatre (running north and 
south) was called “ Theatre Street,” and the arm north 
of the theatre (running east and west) was called Old 
Fort Ghaut Street.” In the enclosure within which 
this, the new theatre, stoo<l, there was erected, after 
1784, a building called the' Assembly Rooms. It is 
shown in Upjohn’s map of 1792. It stood near the 
south-eastern corner of the so-called block ; it was an 
oblong building, its length running north and south. 
The t^ieatre was also an oblong, ronning east and west. 
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T^jotli structures must have been much shut out from 
tlie southerly winds by Writers' Buildings, and it was 
to obviate in all probability the inconvenience arising 
^v(mi tins, that windsails Avere erected on tlie roof of 
tiie theatre in June 1793, to '‘promote,” as the local 
paper says, “ coolness i)y a free circulation of air.” Our 
pnMlccessors were clearly not to be detened from their 
amusements* by such a trille as the heat of Juhe : if 
their life was short, it was at all events meny. 

In an advertisement in the Calcutta Gazette in 1793* 
about a ball, Tiotice is given that the entrance to the 
Ball Assemblies’ Room is behind Writers’ Buildings,” 
7.C., from Lyons’ Range ; the entrance to the theatre 
Avas ])robably from the same directioii. It Avould seem, 
tliercfore, that, in the common ifiode of expression of 
the time, behind, in reference to those buildings, Avas 
understood to signify north of them, so that when th(‘ 
Avitnoss, speaking in the Snprmiie Court, said that 
Francis’s house Avas “ behind the theatre,” he meant to 
conv^jy that it was neSir it^ and to the north. 

In the plan of Calcutta reduced from Colonel Wood’s 
survey of 17^>4, onl}^ Hhc public buildings are shown, 


The prictis to the theatre iu the last century were; boxes a^d pit, 
one goldmohur ; upper box^, Us. 12 ; gallery, Rs. 8. 
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but in Upjohu’s map of eight years later, the private 
houses are shown as well. There it is seen that the 
house (apparently a very larg4 one) standing nearest to 
the theatre on the north is 6ne at the corner of Old 
Fort Ghaut Street and Clive Street. There is no house 
near it, and its site exactly corresponds with that now 
occupied by the Oriental Baiilc. 

Tradition assigns this as the site of the house lived in 
by Clive, whence Clive Street derives its name. 

In the absence, therefore, of any direct evidence to 
the contrary, the probability is great that this was “ the 
finest house in Bengal ” for wliich Francis paid one 
thousand rupees a month. Hero he gave his dinners 
and balls, and here, too, we may suppose he spent the 
df«y before his duel with Hastings, in burning papers 
which it is not unlikely could have thrown much light 
on the Junius question; and here he was brought 
Vounded a week after the duel. 

The comparatively small amount of work to be got 
through by our predecessors in Calcutta in tlie last cen- 
tury admitted of a more rational allotment of time for 
j)ublic duties and for social refreshment than prevails in 
these busy days. Wo can got a very good idea of how 
aTi ordinary day was disposed of by following Francis 
thnmgh one of his. He rose at daybreak and rode for 
an hour; breakfast was ready before eight. By nine or 
ten he went to Council on five days in the week ; he 
returned thence at an early hour in the afternoo*n for 
dinner. On two mornings weekly he gave a public 
breakfast to about thirty guests. Dinner seldom lasted 
two hours, though often fifty sat down. After dinner 
came sleep. This was not sought for in a mere lounge 
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ill an arm chair or on a sofa, but everybody deliberately 
went to bed, and so encountered the hottest hours of the 
day, from half-past three or four to near six, in the 
scantiest attire. At sunset many promenaded round 
the great tank in Lai Dighi u^ider orange ‘trees. Others 
drove in buggeys the more prospeibus in chariots 
imported from England. The roads, however, in and 
about Calcutta in those days were few and, bad; the 
Mahratta Ditch (following the site of the present Cir- 
cular Koad from Chitpoor to about the east end of Jaun 
Bazaar) was still unclosed, and remained, till quite the 
end of the century, a festering cesspool whicli forbad all 
a])proach to it. There was as yet no Strand Road. The 
drives therefore being limited and uninviting, many 
resorted to the river for its cooling breezes, tliou^li i'*s 
surface and its banks must have presented many unsa- 
voury sights. Private budgerows, many-oared, and of a 
size and magiiilieence not often seen now, were then in 
fashion. Whole families used to go for their evening 
airing in them. Some carried bands of music. The 
gilded youth of the period rather affected being attended 
on the water by a “ Coffre ” or two from Bourbon or 
Mauritius, who to tlieir other accomplishments added 
that of being able to })lay on the French-horn. After 
the airing, people returiu'd to tea, and to dress for visit- 
ing, for the ludicrous custom of paying visits in India 
in the middle of the day, wearing broadclotli and black 
hats,® was wholly unknown in the previous century. 
The day wound up wijh a little card playing, followed 
by a late supper, at which the hospitable custom was 
to meet ones friends as often as possible. “ In ten 
minutes after your return home,'* writes Macrabie, 
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the servants desert and leave you to your medita- 
tions.” 

The following humorous entiy in the Secretary's diaiy 
gives us some idea what the social evenings and suppers 
were like, viz. t — ^ 

Nov. 3 (A i)artj^ at the Claveriiigs). — We liave been in 
the heart of the enemy’s camp. The whole house of Barwell, 
with Sir Impey and Lady. We wanted only the Governor to 
make it complete. 

Entre no7is, the evening was stupid enough, and the 8iip})er 
detestable ; great joints of roasted goat, with endless dishes 
of cold fish. With resj)cct to conversation, we have had three 
or four songs screeched to unknown tunes ; the ladies regaled 
with oherrybrandy, and wo pelted one another with bread-pills 
a la mode de Bengal.”^ 

It S/as probably the suppers which were accountable 
for this entry : 

September 15, 1775. — This bile is the devil. Mr. Francis 
has another attack of it, and has headache and fcvei*. I will 
make him dine quietly at home, though we are invited to a 
card and supper party. He says he cannot bo sick, with any 
degree of comh.rt, unless his dear wife is at hand. 

Like most fresh ai;rival.s in India, Francis and his 
friend were much exercised at the number of servants 
that inexorable custom planted on them. The remarks 
wrung from Macrabie .on this head have lost none of 

* It may be instructive to recall what a greater man thought of 
the large festive gatherings of Calcutta society, even sixty ‘years 
later Macaulay writes in 18H4 : — Those great formal dinners which 
unite all the stiffness of a levee to all the disorder and discomfort of 
a two shilling ordinary. Nothing, can be duller. Nobody speaks 
except^ to the person next him. The conversation is the most deplor- 
able twaddle.” 
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t1\eir force and appropriateness after the lapse of more 
than a century : 

“ One hundred and ten servants to wait upon a family of four 
people, and yet we are ecoudhists ! Oh monstrous ! Tell me 
if this land does not want \leeding ! ” . • . . . ** The 

domestic cares in this country to the person who thinks it in 
the least degree essential to his welfare that bills should be exa- 
mined before they are paid, and that servants who are born 
and bred rogues should cheat within some degree of modera- 
tion, will find full employment for his faculties. To superin- 
tend this tribe of devils ^and their several departments we 
have a numerous collection of banyans, chief and subordinate, 
with their train of clerks, who fill a large room, and are con- 
stantly employed in controlling or rather connivipg at each 
other’s accounts. We are cheated in every article both within 

and without doors My greatest comfort is tfi tin*n 

them all out and lock the doors. These brutes possess every 
bad quality except drunkenness and insolence ; indeed they^ 
make full amends for tlie first by stupefying themselves with 
chewing and their want of the other is pretty well sup- 

plied by a most provoking gravity and indifference.” 

From the earliest days of the English settlement in 
Bengal, servants appear to have been a fertile source of 
woriy, and to have always been adepts at the passive 
resistance and the organized combination to injure and 
annoy, which characterize them to this day. In the 
old proceedings of Government it may be seen that this 
matter was often taken into coiisbleration at the instance 
of tlpe inhabitants complaitiing of the “ insolence and 
exorbitant wages exacted by the menial servants.” 

A set of rules were dmwn up of a very stringent 
..^Ugjture for the mutual observance of master and servants. 
Rates of wages were a^jcurately defined for each class of 

H 
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servants, and to avoid the market being spoiled by the 
wealthy or the careless to the prejudice of his poorer 
neighbour, it was ordered that “ if any master presume 
to exceed the established rate of wages on any pretence 
whatever, he shall be debarred all redress from the court 
of Zemindary, and' the protection of the Settlement shall 
be withdrawn from him.” Moreover, it was resolved in 
1766 that an office be established in Calcutta for keep- 
ing a register of all servants of every denomination. 

Considering the evils notoriously resulting from the 
utter want of suitable and summary legal control over 
jthe servant class which intensify the expense and diffi- 
culty of house-keeping in Calcutta to-day, it must be 
acknowledged that there is one direction at all events 
IK wl;\ich we have miserably retrograded. 

To show that all the law was not on the side of the 
Europeans, we may note that a Mr. Johnson was visited 
Vith fine for striking his servant, and for non-payment 
and non-appearance he was cast into prison ; whence he 
]>etitioned Mr. Vansittart for release, urging that ho had 
been three months “ rotting in a loathsome jail, liaving 
not the wherewithal to pay or to provide the common 
necessaries of life.” (See Revd. J. Long s Selections.) 

Though the monthly wages for domestic servants 
seem to have gradually increased up to about 1780, 
since tlien they have been stationary with one or two 
unimportant exceptions. The reason for this is probably 
to be sought in the fact that -servants look more to 'their 
gains from picking and stealing than from nominal 
salary. We find that the lady who wielded the broom 
rejoiced in the curiously composite appellation of ‘‘Harry- 
Wench.” Her functions were appraised at the modest 
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sum of one rupee monthly, or in case of a whole family 
— two rupees. 

It is curious that in none of the lists of servants and 
their duties which are sc^fttered through old records in 
the last centur}^ is there au}^ mention of .the punka, nor 
in any narratives referring to domestic life in India 
then, that have come under our notice, do we remember 
any allusion to its use * 

Still it is inconceivable that the large hand fan, in use 
from a remote age amongst wealthy natives, should not 
have been adopted by ^)ur predecessors. The number of 
servants crowded into the room (especially at meal times) 
is often commented on, and the probability is that a 
proportion of those were bearers working haftd-punkas. 

The swinging punka as we see it to-day was, as evei^r 
one knows, an innovation of a later period than t)»at 
with which we arc now concerned. This dates from an 
early year in the present century. VVe have heard some- 
where or other that it was the device of a Eurasian 
clerk whose duties lay in one of the small lowroofed 
rooms of the present Fort William, and who one day, 
being driven frantic by heat and mosquitoes, slung the 
half of the camp table at whicR he was writing, to a 
beam overhead, and attached a rope to it, which he put 
into the hands of a bewildered cooly with instructions 


Tile Surgeon who attended on Admiral Watson in his last illness 
at Catcutta attributes, in his Narrative, his death (on 16th August 
1757) to the incidental effect of an extremely hot and sultry day. 
He mentions the patient’s Complaints of the closeness and of the want 
of cool air, &c., and though he details the remedies for relief in this 
respect tried, he makes no allusion whatever to the use of a hand- 
punka. 
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to pull it. If this be the origin of an institution to 
which succeeding generations of Anglo-Indians owe so 
much, it is luimiliating to be obliged to record that the 
name of tliis benefactor remains unknown to fame. 

As we have** been tempted into this long digression 
about Native servahts, let us, before we leave it, try and 
get a furtlier insight into the manners and customs of 
the times under this head, by referring to the summary 
mode in which those who preceded us dealt with tlie 
servant class (and otlicrs) when brought up as Police 
offenders. This will l>e fairly cxtinplitied by a few ordi- 
nary extra-cts from the cliarge slieet of tlie Magistrate, 
tempore, 1778. 'J'lie extracts are signed O. S. Playdell, 
J. P,, who* we learn from his tombstone in Park Street 
(May^ 1779), was a member of the Board of Trade, a 
Master in Clianeeiy, and Su])erintendent of Police, wlio 
died universally regretted by Europeans and Na- 
tives 

‘‘ John Kingwell, against bis cook named Rnnjancy, for ruie 
ning away from him and beating another servant who liad 
been engaged in his place. It a})pcars that he l)ud one of liis 
ears cut off for some offence. The present complaint being 
fully proved, — ordered hb receive ten rattans and be dismissed. 
(This last word seems to mean to bo let go from ciistody.) 

“ A slave girl of Mr. Anderson, Piggy, having again run away 
from her master and being apprehended by the (Uiowkedar, — 
ordered her five rattans, and be sent to her master. 

‘‘Mooleah, a boy, was apprehended by the Pykes of the 8th 
Division. The boy has been frequently punished in the cut- 
cherry for robbery, and but a few da^s since received twenty 
rattans and was sent over the water never to return, notwith- 
standing which he has thought proper to come back. Ordered 
fifteen rattans, and to bo again sent over the water. 
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Captain Scott complains against Banyhiib for not complying 
with his promise to repair his carriage. Ordered ten slippers. 

‘‘Col. Watson against llamsing, as an impostor receiving pay 
as a carfKJuter when actually nothing more than a l)arl>er. 
Ordered fifteen rattai^s, and to be drummed through tlie Cooly 
Bazar to Col. Watson’s gates. 

“Jacob Joseph against Tithol cook for robbing him of a brass 
pot and a pestle and mortar. Ordered him to bo confined in 
the Hurring Harree till be makes good the things. 

“ M. Nottley against Calloo for putting a split bamboo and 
laying there in w’ait purjjosely to throw passeiigei*s down and 
appjirently to rob them. Ten rattans. 

“ Coja Janoosc against Sarah, the slave girl of Coja Offean, 
for running away ; it appears she has frequcn^tly done it. 
Ordered her fifteen rattans, and to be kept in the tliauuah, 1st 
division, till her master returns. 

“ Mr. Levitt against Nursing for inducing one of his slave 
girls, named Polly, to roh him of a quantity of linen of sort^ 
the above girl Polly giving evidence against him. Five rattiuis 

“Ml*. Wilkin’s servants having undergone the rice* ordeal, 

* When a theft was committed in a household, it was usual t>o send 
for some man reputed to be wise and religious, who assembled all the 
servants, and on their denying knowledge of the theft, each was 
sworn to this effect. Then to discover who had made the false oath, 
the following procedure was adopted by the religious detective : 
Some rice was half-soaked and then dried in the sun, and a tola 
weight (generally weighed against a square Akbar rupee) given into 
the luind of each of the a.sseiiibled servants. At a signal all wore 
directed to put the rice into their mouths and chevr it, and then 
spit it out on a piece of plantain leaf given for that purpose All 
were warned, that from^the mouth of whoever had lied to the holy 
man. the rice would come fo<cth, not like milk, but quite dry and 
unaltered. The theory was. that fear and excitement kept back the 
salivary flow necessary to inastioation— an effect, however# just as 
likely to result in the oase\>f those nervous and innocent as in that of 
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Golaiit, a dye in his employ, appeared to be the guilty person, 
and ou confirmation of her delinquency she gave the Mullah a 
silver punch u from her arm and promised a further reward of 
Ks. 10. Ordered she be confined in the th.iuiiah of the 3rd 
division till some ‘further lights can be obtained on suspicion. 

“ Hulloder Gosseia against Bulloram Bymggee for cutting 
from his neck, while he was asleep, a gold necklace, S:v, On 
examination of the prisoner he confesses the fact, and being 
from appearance (having lost one of his ears) an (>1<1 otfonder, 
ordered tliat he be sent to Mr. Justice Sir Ptoliert Cliambers, 
and that the jewels be likewise sent with him as further evi- 
dence. 

“ Birnarold Pinto against his slave girl Pekey tase foi* running 
away ; this being the second time of her l>eiiig guilty of the 
like ofteiice, to prevent her doing the same in future, — ordered 
she receive five rattans and be i*eturned to her master. 

“ Lounnerey Bearer against Mahomed Ally, an old offender, 
^or robbing him of a number of turbands, nW of which were 
recovered and produced iu the office. Ordered he receive 
twenty rattans, and be tunied over the water not to return on 
pain of severe punishment, 

“Bamhurry Jugee against Ihnngopnl for stealing a toolsey 
dannah of! a child’s neck : lie aiys ho was rmiiHiig ah>ng, and 
his hands caught iu it by accident. Ordered him twelve 
rattans. 

“ Cortib, a Portuguese, against his lx>y, Jack, for stotiling a 
silver spoon ; the boy at first confessed the fact, and said ho bad 
given the spoon to a shopkeeper, who on being summoned 
declared bis ignorance of the :;vhole transaction ; be then 
accused another person, who on examination prove<l to be as 

the consciously guilty. See Mrs. Parke’s *• Wanderings of a Pilgrim ” 
Yol. IhS^ where an instance of successfal resort to this onleal is 
recorded. 
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little concerned as the first ; in short, Jack appears a corapfete 
little villain, and the whole of his account nothing but lies. 
Five rattans. 

*‘Samah Goalah, confined 5th October, is now released under 
a penalty* of being hanged if e^er apprehended by any one.” 

Here follow four cases which w5 commend to the 
notice of the Calcutta Magistrates of 1882 : 

“ Banker Mahomed against Riimjanuy complaining that the 
wife of the latter abused his wife. It appearing, on examin- 
ation, they were both equally culpable, — ordered each to be 
fined Ils. 5 for giving troilble to the Court by making trifling 
litigious complaints. 

“ M. Cantwell against his Matraney for stealing empty bottles. 
This she has practised some time, and constantly *sold them to 
a shopkeeper Bucktaram, which he himself confesses. To det«r 
others from following so pernicious an example, — ^ordered 
Bucktaram twenty rattans, the Matraney ten rattans, and 
both to be carried in a cart round the town, and their crimt? 
published by beat of tom-tom. 

“ M. Sage against Khoda Bux and Peary for receiving ad- 
vances of wages, neglecting business and hiring themselves to 
others before their engagements to him are expired. Each ten 
slippers. • 

“ Mr. Dawson against his M»salchee Tetoo for stealing his 
wax candles and preventing other servants from engaging in 
his service by traducing his master’s character. Ten rattans.” 

How difficult it seems now to realize the state of 
things which we just get a glimpse of here. Slaveryf 

* The jienalty ” promiBed here under such vague possibilities, 
was probably a grim professional joke on the port of the Magis- 
trate's clerk. t 

t For some allusion to ^slavery as it existed in former times in 
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ill full bloom ; the right of ownership under it being so 
recognized that its mere plea was sufficient to justify 
(in law) an English Magistrate in ordering a ])Oor girl, 
who in running away had presumably acted in self- 
defence, to be ““beaten with rods ” and sent back to the 
fangs of her master. 


India, and to the barbarous punishment and mutilations executed on 
criminals under the orders of the British Grovernment, see two 
curious and instructive appendices to Mr. H. J. Cotton’s Revenue 
History of Chittagong* (1880). The natives of this country, however, 
W'ere not the only slaves here. Historyc and local records make fre- 
quent allusion to Africans, called here Coffrees. These were employed 
both by the English and French in all the wars in the Carnatic ; 
their chief use seemingly was to stop a bullet from some more valu- 
able life. When Labourdonnais made his expedition to the Coro- 
mandel Coast, he brought several companies of half-drilled slaves 
from Madagascar and the French Islands supplied from there But 
after that, the East India Company, never lacking in a detestable 
cupidity, regularly ran armed slavers from Madagascar to India with a 
living freight, chiefly for supplying their Settlements on the West Coast. 
They used to stipulate that two-thirds of the cargo should be males 
between the ages of fifteen and forty, and one-third females between 
fifteen and twenty-five ; the prico was fifteen pounds a bead with 
some shillings more to the Captain, Mate, and Surgeon for each one 
landed alive. Little children were to be reckoned tw'o for one (see 
Selections from Records of Gbvernment). In the newspapers of 1781, 
many advertisements occur as to the disposal by sale of Coffrees. 
One is offered for 400 rupees who understands the business of butler 
and cook. Some eeem to V>e valued for their musical skill, and 
dexterity in shaving and dressing and -waiting at table There is an 
advertisement also for three handsome African ladies of the . true 
sable hue, commonly called Coffreesses, ” between fourteen ^and 
twenty-five, for marriage with three dl their own countrymen. The 
advertisement is long, and is too often repeated to be a mere joke, 
though it strains at being suggestively indecent. In all probability 
it means this, that there were Englishmen in Calcutta less than a 
hundre<i years ago who not only bought and sold African slaves, but 
went in for the breeding of them for the slorvo market. 
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With our present knowledge it is strange to reflect 
that, at the time referred to, a prominent member of the 
Government, under the jegis of which this great iniquity 
flourished here, was the cliarnj^ion of political and per- 
sonal liberty, the renowned Junius. It may be, however, 
that the hateful aspect under whiefi slavery presented 
itself to Philip Francis in Calcutta wa^^ not without its 
effect ; for we find liim afterwards in Parliament as one 
of the most ardent and zealous supporters of Wilberforce 
in his ettbrts for the abolition of the Slave trade. 

•_ 

II. 

His biogi-apher tells us that Francis had no curiosity 
about travelling in India. In his voluminous writings 
he left behind no observations about scenery or places. 
He never moved a hundred miles out of Calcutta, where 
he buried himself in business and in a most extensive, 
correspondence. The houi^s not devoted to this were 
given up to card-playing and to tne otlmr social recrea- 
tions in vogue. Though he was remarkable forahaugh- 
ty and unapproachable manner, he seems to have had 
the good sense to cultivate the social acquaintance of 
the ladiesf even of his official foes. 1 ])rofess to admire 
beauty,” he writes, on both sides of the question, and 
am not afraid to pay my respects, to an agreeable woman 
even in the enemy’s camp. In spite of all their politics 
Mrs. Hyde and Lady Impoy are pleased to except me 
from iny friends, and, as I take care to acknowledge 
their respective inoj’iij.s, allow me, in that instance at 
least, to be a just and generous enemy. As long as they 
show me the same countenance they may be sure of the 
same attachment.” H*© seems to have been amused, too, 
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by the ordinary gossip of Anglo-Indian society, and 
even to have cynically recorded the petty heartburnings 
of ladles arising out of that still vital question as to 
who should call on whom. Of course the problem 
which most Immediately exercised the upper crust of 
Calcutta society in those days was, as to what social 
recognition should be extended to the lady who was to 
become the wife of the Governor-General, as soon as a 
legal divorce from her husband Imd been obtained. 

A couteun)orary* (extracts from whose letters were 
contributed to the Englishman a few years ago by H. 
B.), writing from Calcutta in 1772, says: 

There is a lady, by name Mrs. Imhoff, who is his princi- 
pal favorite among the ladies. She came to India on board 
the same ship with Mr. Hastings, is the wife of a gentleman 
who has been an officer in the German service and came out a 
cadet to Madras. Finding it impossible to maintain his 
family by the sword, and having a turn to rain iat are painting, 
he quitted the sword and betook himself to the latter pro- 
fession. After having painted all who chose to be painted at 
Madras, he came to Bengal the latter end of the year 1770. 
She remained at Madras, and lived in Mr. Hastings’s house on 
the Mount chiefly, I believe. She is about twenty-six years 
old, has a good person and has been very pretty, #8 sensible, 
lively, and wants only to be a greater mistress of the English 
language to prove she has .a great share of wit. She came to 
Calcutta last October. They do not make a part of Mr, 
Hastings’s family, but are often at his private parties, fbe 
husband is truly a German.” 

Local tradition ‘gives No. 7^ jHastings Street, now 
occupied by Messrs. Burn & Co., as tlie house tenanted 

* J>.4o Saul Haudcock, Home of whone private letters are amougst 
the Uastings MSS. He died in Calcutta ixf 1775. 
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by Mrs. Imhoff, while waiting for her divorce. Francis 
also writes on this subject to a friend in England, but 
the venom in his letter ^deprives it of the historical 
value which it would otherwise have : 

** To complete the character, as it will probably conclude 
the history, of this extraordinary man, f must inform you 
that be is to be married shortly to the supposed wife of a 
Gorman painter with whom he has lived for several years. 
The lady is tunied of forty, has children grown up by her 
pretended husband, from whom she has obtained a divorce 
under the hand of some German Prince, I have always been 
on good terms with the lady, and do not despair of being in- 
vited to the wedding. She is an agreeable woman, and has 
been very pretty. My Lord Chief Justice Impey, the most 
upright of all possible lawyers, is to act the part of father to 
this second Helen, though his wife has not spoken to li^r this 
twelve month.*’ 

He tliinks it worth while to write the following tittle « 
tattle in his journal : 

July (1777 ), — News of Imhoff *s divorce, and hopes 

of her marriage with Hastings.” 

“ 1 2tA , — The Chief J ustico veiy low. His lady enraged at 
the match and distressed about the furf^uro visits. 

“ dames for a long time were bosom friends.” 

“ 2UA , — An entertainment made on purpose tliis night at 
the Governor’s to effect a reconciliation between Lady Irnpey 
and Madame Chapusetiu ; the former sends an excuse. A 
inortal disappointment.” 

‘‘ 26</i. — Sup at Impej’s. Her ladyship sweai-s stoutly that 
Madame Imhoff 8haiy^JSy4ier. the first visit — an idea which I 
don't fail to encourage^” 

‘‘29^/*. — Mrs. Imhoff'sups at Lady Impey s by way o& sub- 

miswon.” ^ 
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Though the marriage came off two days afterwards, 
viz,, on the 1st of August, Francis s journal makes no 
mention of it, so we lose unfortunately his sententious 
account of the festivities with which it was said to 
have been celebrated. In writing to liis wife very short- 
ly afterwards he says of Mrs. Hastings : “ The lady her- 
self is really an accomplishetl woman. She behaves 
with perfect propriety in her new station, and deserves' 
every mark of respect.” The Governor-Genorars wife, 
however, does not seem to have forgotten the humble 
pie that Mrs. Imhoff had to eat in the matter of that 
first visit to Lady Impey, for as soon as ever her posi- 
tion is assured she promptly brings the Lady Chief 
Justice to her bearings : 

“ Sepl, 20fA. — Lady Impey sits ii]) with Mrs. Hastings ; vufyo- 
toad-eating.” 

215^. — At the Governor's, Mrs. Hastings very handsomely 
acknowledges my constant attention to her.” 

— Mrs. Htistings returns Lady Clavering^s visit, attend- 
ed by Lady Impey in formd pauperis,'* 

** October bth. — Supped at Impey 's ; as gracious as ever. 
Many symptoms convince me that Mrs. H. and Lady lmi)ey 
hate one another as corcflally as ever.” 

— Lady Impey furem against Mrs. H. worse than ever.” 

‘‘ Nov, Ml . — Sup at Impey’s. Explanation with the lady, 
she swears that Hastings has deserted them. Complains of 
his ingratitude, Ac. I believe their hatred is sufficiently cor- 
dial, but there are some ties which cannot be dissolved.” 

^^Jany.Zrd, 1778. — Formal ‘supper at Impey’s for Mrs, 
Wheeler;* Mrs. Hastings sends a silly excuse, an intended 
slight to Lady Irnpey.” 

* Mrs. Wheeler bad arrived in the previo/is month. Francis writes 
of her to his wife,—** She appeared in public for the first time at our 
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A^llusion has been made to the card table as one » of 
the occupations of Francis. High play was one of the 
prominent fashions of the time amongst the upper 
society in England. Tlic laches followed it with almost 
as much ardour as the getitlemen. 

When imported into Calcutta this vice flourished with 
a luxuriance proportionate to the liideous monotony of 
life in India, and to the scarcity of outdoor or other 
diversions. Tlie games most in vogue seem to have been 
Whist, varied occasionally by “All Fours'* and “Put.” 
Several allusions to thdr card enterprise occur in the 
journal and letters of Francis and Macrabie. Thus the 
former notes : 

% 

Sept. Isty 1775. — 111 the evening played cards at Lady 
Anne Monson’s, throe whist tables and two at chess. /Quaef- 
rille is little in vogue here. Lady Anne is a very superior 
whist-phiyer ; Mr. Francis generally fortunate.” 

“ ]s (. — being Wednesday it may not be amiss for 

me to look at my card account, and see how tbo reckoning 
stands between mo and the world. I have been losing all 
this month. Let me see. Pretty even. I am not ten pounds 
gainer or losei upon Unit account since I left England. But 
that is not right, I want money ; f begin to love money ; 
and if I can get it fairly I will have money.” 

Even to gaming we find that Francis betook liimself 
with characterstic energy and purpose. For some time, 
wdiile playing for high stakes, he seems to have made 

ball iu wonderful splciicl^. At sight of her hoop, all our beauties 
stared with euvy and adfninJttSn. I never saw the like in all iny life,'’ 
She survived the olimat^nly seven months, dying in July 1778. 

S)ie was Mr. 'Wheeler's Virst wife. Her tombstone tells tblit her 
name had been Harriet UhVhclley Piowdeu. 
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whist rather a business than a recreation. The result of 
his luck, and presumably his skill, was that his winnings 
at cards enabled him to leave India with a moderate 
fortune much earlier than he could have done, if he had 
been dependent on his savings alone. 

Very exaggerated account of his and his colleagues’ 
gambling, and of his gains, found their way home, and 
tended to prejudice him in the eyes of the Ministry and 
of the Court of Directors. Rumour credited Francis 
with having won thirty lakhs at whist, and lost ten 
thousand pounds at backgammon. A cynical friend 
writes to him that people in England are astonished 
that men sent out to reform India should have contrived 
to win and lose so much in a short time, and he sagely 
advises him, •since he has incurred the world’s censure, 
to be sure and keep the money to console him. From 
his own letters, however, to friends at home and in this 
countr 3 %'a much more moderate estimate of his gains 
may be formed. In March 177G he writes : 

An extraordinary stroke of Fortune has made me inde- 
pendent. Two years will probably raise me to affluent cir- 
cumstances.” j 

To a friend at Benares, whom he asked to buy dia- 
monds for him, he says : 

I have actually won a. fortune and must think of some 
means of realizing it in England. Keep all this stuff to your- 
self.” 

To another in England, to ' whom he remits an order 
For the proceeds of a parcel of ^pearls sent home, he 
writes : ^ 

You must know, my friend, that o|"one blessed day of the 
^resent year of our Lord, I had won <ibout twenty thousand 
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pounds at whist It is reduced to about twelve, and I t|ow 
never play but for trifles, and that only once a week. Keep 
all this to yourself.” 

Elsewhere he computes tke losings of all at about 
three lakhs, of which the lion's sha^e ( possibl}^^ fifteen 
thousand pounds) fell to him, and the rest to Judge 
Lernaistre and a Colonel Leslie. It was an accidental 
burst, he adds, which lasted onl}’’ a few weeks. 

Turning again to the diary of the humorous Macrabie, 
who identified himself so thoroughly with his brother- 
in-law s interests, we Sind who the loser was at whose 
expense Francis was thus enriched : 

March 2, 177G. — Mr. Harwell has lost again, and we have 
all won. I told you of his heavy losses at Barrasut. We aH 
shared in the spoil, nor has any of this house declined ^giving 
him his revenge. Justice Lernaistre, who had before been a 
Very considerable loser, having recovered his sufferii^gs at the 
expense of Mr. Harwell, has tied up, as it is called, and plays 
no more. Colonel Leslie docs the si\mc. This a little vexes 
Mr. Harwell, who is fond of play and will play for anything. 
We still go on.” 

With reference to this card-encounter between Barwell, 
Francis and Co., there is a curious circumstance alleged 
as connected with it. 

There was published in Leadenhall Street, in 1780, a 
stupid and scandalous book called the “ Intrigues of a 
Nab©b,” which, for reasons best known to tlie writer, pro- 
fessed to give certain details of Mr. BarwelVs private life 
in India. The writ^•1^bbject seems to have been revenge 
for the deprivation « his mistress, for whose loss he had 
received inadequate \onsideration. In this book* the 
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pr<i*diiction of one who represents himself as knowing 
Mr. Barwell intimately, or at all events as having had 
ample opportunity of being familiar with Calcutta gossip, 
it happens to be mentioned, quite incidentally, that so 
])erplexcd werb Hastings and Barwell at tlui upsetting 
and overruling of their plans by their newly arrived 
colleagues from England, that the wealthy Barwell declar- 
ed he would willingly part with twenty thousand pounds 
to break up the op|)osition, or to bring over one of them 
to his and the Governor-Generars side. 

The story goes that he fixed mu Fiancis as the one 
most likely to be amenable to pecuniary infiiKiiices, and 
challenged him to high play in the hopes of getting him 
in his debt, and so In his power, thci’eby not only mistak- 
ing Francis’s character entirely, but, as we have seen, 
catching a Tartar. Now, though this story comes from 
a source so tainted as to be scarcely worth alhuling to, 
still it ts suggestive that Francis almost uniformly 
speaks contemj)tuousl 3 ’ of Barwell and attributes to him 
the very qualities which might bo supposed to give rise 
to the crafty actions alleged against the “ Nabob.” 
Moreover, Francis nevpr extends the smallest pity to the 
victim whom he had |)hIcbotomized so freely. Thus in 
A.pril 1776 he writes to a fiieml who seems to have 
addressed some platitudes to him : 

‘‘With regard to gaming and all its dreadful conseqtieiices, 
yonr advice is good, and not the worse for being tolerably 
ibvious. It is true I have won a fortune, a!»d intend to 
ieep it. Your tenderness for the ^.J^oser is admirable. If 
aioney bo his blood, I feel no kind^of jomorse in opening his 
?eins^^ the blood-sucker should bleed can verv well afford 
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Again he writes, in a private memorandum, on| tlie 
course of public aflPairs : 

‘‘ Mr. Biirwell, I think, all the bad qualities common to 
this climate and country, of wl|ich he is in every sense a native ; 
hut I do not aflirm that there is no mixtflre whatsoever of 
good in liis coinj^osition. He is rapacious without industry, 
and andiitions without an exertion (»f his faculties or steady 
application to affairs. Ho will do whatever can be done by 
bribery and intrigue. He lias no other resource.” 

Even before tlie whist tournament came oft', Francis 
appears to have comVived a rabid dislike to Barwell, 
which would certainly warn him against plunging into 
high play without seeing his way clearly. 

Thus, in March of the previous year (1775), he writes 
to Loid North : 

“ It is settled that Darwoll shall marry Miss Clavering. After 
the censures of him to which (general Clavering has signed Ics 
name, and branded as he is in this country by the utter run 
of a province, by enormous peculation of every sort, and by a 
personal depravity of character of which he alone perhaps 
furnishes an example, I cannot hut foresee, ttc., &c.” 

A few weeks later he writes tv another friend harping 
on the same string : 

“ Mr. Harwell in Council supports the Governor, but abroad 
is endeavouring to make a hank apart in order to screen his owu 
iiiiciuitics. He is to marry Miss Clavering, a damnable match^ 
which can produce nothing but misery and dishonour to the 
lady and her family, and disappointment to himself. He is 
cunning, cruel, rapacious, tyrannical, aifd profligate beyond all 
European ideas of t'lose qualities.” 

It may be here remarked parenthetically that ifrancis 
gives his opinion of Vnost of his official contemporaries 

I 
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wi an appalling frankness. This is wliat he writes to 
England of another of them : 

“ I will not content myself with tsaying I never knew, but 
upon my soul I never lieard of^'so abandoned a scoundrel. It 
is a character to which your English ideas of dirt and mean- 
ness do not reach. Nor is it to be met with even in Bengal, 
even here it excites execration and contempt.” 

Possibly it is distance that lends enchantment to the 
view, but we, while reverently contemplating his monu- 
ment in Westminster Abbey, look 'back on the man thus 
described as the great Sir Eyre Coote. 

Francis’s strongly cx])ressed disapproval of the alleged 
matrimonial views of Bavwcll is so hearted tliat it gives 
rise to suspicion that his objection was not founded 
merely on the apprehension of the General’s being thus 
officially drawn away fiom him. Miss Glavcring, with 
her mother and two sisters had been fellow-passengers 
of Fiancis’s in the Asltlmrnham, and it is not improbable 
that the proi)inquity and idleness of a long voyage gave 
rise to a iendresse on his side (he was only thirty -four) 
sufficient to account fqr his jealousy at tlie idea of a 
woman, reputed to he very attractive, marrying one 
whom he cordially disliked. 

Though allied in public matters, there was no love 
lost in private between Francis and General Glavering. 
Francis, however, seems always to have maintained kind 
feeling towards Lady Clavering and her daughtfers, 
and when the General died (only a ^lonth or two after 
receiving the Order of the Bath)'^ and jiwas laid in Park 
Street^ Cemetery yonder, Francis ipcords in his daily 
journal : 
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August 30, 1777. — Sir John Clavering,* after a deliriun^of 
many hours, expired at half-past two p.m., and was buried at 
eight, in the most private *niaimcr. The Governor ordered 
minute guns. I waited on th(^ ladies and [)ressod them to 
remove to my house, but they declined. I attc^ided the funeral 
on foot to tlie grave.” 

It will servo as well as any other opportunity for 
gossiping about those times to mention liere whom Miss 
C!Jlavering and Mr. Barwell did marry. It would seem 
that Francis might have spared himself his anxious 
apprehensions, for we 4earu from quite an independent 
source that the General had fully determined that Mr. 
Barwell Avas never to become his son-in-law. This is 
disclosed in a page from a very scarce autobiogra[)hy 
by a contemporary (Grand’s Narrative). 

This authority tells us that, in April 1775, the General 
‘‘imprudently and hastily charged Mr. Barwell with malver- 
sation in the Salt Department. So ill-founded an accusationf 
drew an instantaneous bitter reply. Mr. B., conscious of the 
unmerited imputation, declared that the man who dared to 
come forward with such a charge destitute of any proof was 

* General Clavering lived in a house wh(#RC site would be now des- 
cribed as at the junction of Waterloo Street and Old Court-house Street. 

f A reference to Mr, Beveridge’s most interesting History of Backer- 
gaiij District (page LIS) would seem to show that tlie Goncral’s accu- 
sation was anytliing but “ ill-founded.’’ We there learn that Barwell 
bold the lease of two salt farms, which he sublet to two Armenians, 
on condition of an extra consideration to himself of Ils. 1 ,25,000. 
One af these merchants afterwarijs complained that Barwell, liaving 
taken the money, dispossessed him and relet {he farms to some one 
else for another lac of rupe^xs. ^hen first called to account about this 
transaction, he naively confessed it and seemed to imply that he was 
within his rights as wisliiihg “ to add to my fortune: ” he coucludea, 
** I can not recall it, and A rather choose to admit an error''* (fisum 
teneatis ?) “ than deny a fact.” 
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a -j,, . Tlie General put Lis hand to his sword, Mr. Bar- 

well bowed and retired. The council broke ] and in the field 
next morning, attended by proper seconds, the former had a 
shot at the latter. 

Fortunately ho evil consc(|aences resulted, aiid Mr. Barwell, 
lamenting a man ot'lierwise of such amiable virtues could in 
this instance have been so injudiciously biased, would not 
return his fire. Ilis antagonist, suspecting this delicacy arose 
from a growing attachment which he had observed to prevail 
between him and Miss Claveriiig, called out loudly to him to 
take his chance of hitting him, for, in whatever manner their 
contest might terminate, the General added, Mr. Barwell could 
rest impressed that he hod no chance of ever being allied to his 
family * and hi the same passionate tone expressed his resolution 
of firing a second pistol. Mr. Barwell, without explaining, but 
perfectly confident of the good grounds which dictated his mode 
of acting, persisted in his previous intention, and thus compelled 
'•'t'the seconds to withdraw the hostile ptirties, professing to their 
opinion that the point d’hoiineur had been in full satisfied.” 

Francis also alludes to the duel, but his strong bias 
against Barwell manifests itself in his sarcastic version 

o 

of the affair : 

i' 

The General challenged Barwell, who desired a respite of a 
few days to make his will. They met on the Sunday following. 
Barwell received one fire and asked pardon. I could easily col- 
lect from Claveriug’s account of the affair that Barwell behaved 
very indifferently in the field. This circumstance has since been 
confirmed to me by old Fowke. He had reason to be satisfied 
with his good fortune.. The wonder is how the General, who is 
perfectly correct in all the ceremonies of fighting, happened to 
miss him. Clavering was highly pleas^.t with himself on this 
occasi m, and showed me his correspon^nce with Barwell with 
many tokens of self-approbation. It lias been since printed.** 
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The pugnacity of General Clavering is stated to lu^ve 
licen remarkable, even in an age when it was the fashion 
to be ever ready with the pistol. Mr. Merivale says 
that ho wanted to fight th^ Duke of Richmond about 
Indian politics before he started. 

After tlie lapse of nearly three generations, Sir John 
Chivcring’s blood became again represented in Calcutta. 

Amongst tliose who had the opportunity of listening. 
In the crowded Coiincil-chamber here, to the few dignified 
and sorrowful sentences addressed to his colleagues in the 
Government by Lord •Napier, on the occasion of his 
being sworn in as Viceroy on the murder of Lord Mayo, 
few perhaps remembered that the speaker was the great- 
grandson of the first Commander-in-tdnef in tndia — the 
General Clavering, who, abetted by Philip Francis, had’ 
nearly a hundred years before, atbunpted to viohmtly 
seize the Governor-Generalship from Warren Hastings. 

The Miss Clavering, about whose matrimonial fate we 
have found Francis so apprehensive, married the seventh 
Tkiron Napier of Mcrchistoun, She hdt two sons, the 
eldest of whom was the lather of the present Lord 
Nai)ier and Ettrick, the late kindly and popular Gover- 
nor of Madras. Again, having recourse to the autobio- 
graphy above alluded to, we are informed of the quai ter 
in which Mr. Barwell becaiiie a successful suitor. We 
will let our authority speak for himself, as he throws 
light -on some of the curious frolics indulged in by 
society in the days which we are discussing : 

“ In the enjoyment of ^siich society, winch was graced with 
the ladies of the lirs^ fashion and beauty of the Setthunent, 
I fell a convert to the charms of the celebrated Miss Sander- 
son, but in vain with maj^iy others did 1 sacrifice at the shrine. 
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Tys amiable woman became in 1776 the wife of Mr. Richard 
Barwell, who will long live in the remembrance of his 
numerous friends who benefited from the means of serving them 
which his eminent station so amply afforded him, and which, 
to do justice to his liberal mind, he never neglected the 
0])portunity to evince where the solicitation had with ])roprioty 
been applied. To this lady’s credit also may be recorded 
that those who had been partial to her were ever treated with 
esteem and gratitude. Much to their regret the splendour of 
her situation lasted not long ; the pain of cliildbearing with 
the effects of the climate brought on a delicate constitution 
a decay which too soon moved this fair flower out of tlie 
world. Of all her sex J never observed one who possessed 
more the .,art of conciliating her admirers equal to herself. 
As a proof thereof we met sixteen in her livery one public 
ball ,;jveuing, viz.<t a pea-green French frock trimmed with 
pink silk and chained lace with spangles, when each of us to 
whom the secret of her intended dress had been communicated, 
buoyed himself up with tiio hope of being the favoured liap])y 
individual. 

The innocent decej)tion which had been j)ractised S(»on aj)- 
pcared evident, and the man of most sense was the first to 
laugh at the ridicule which attached to him. I recollect the 
only revenge which we exacted was for each to have the honor 
of a dance witli her ; and as Minuets, Cotilion’s Reels, and 
Country-dances were then in vogue, with ease to herself she 
obligingly complied to all concerned, and in reward for such 
kind complaisance we gravely attended her home, marching by 
the side of her palankeen regularly marshalled in procession 
of two and two.” 

Mrs. Barwell died m JNovembery 1778, and is buried 
in the South Park Street ground — “ a massy tomb with 
no inscription.'' Asiaticus says ( Mr. Barwell left India 
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in March 1780 ; liis retirement and Francis’s conseqlient 
promotion in Council were each, we find, by the news- 
paper of the time, honcyured with a salute of seventeen 
guns — a custom, we believe, not observed now. The last 
entry but one about him in Francis s jcuirnal is : '' Feb- 
ruary — Mr. Barwoirs house taken for five years by 
his own vote at 31,720 current rupees per annum to be 
paid half-3^early in advance ; Mr. Wbelcr and I declare 
we shall not wsign tlic lease.’' It is not surprising that a 
gentleman who looked so keenly after his personal 
interests should have* accumulated a colossal foi tiine. 
There is a tendency to assume that the Barwell of 
Macaulay’s Essay was a grave official advanced in years ; 
yet his Indian service was closed when he was little over 
eight and thirty. At this age he sat down in England co 
enjoy the fruits he had gathered in the East; he purchased 
a fine estate (Stanstead in Sussex) and a seat in Parlia- 
ment (Wimdielsea), and posed as a typical Nabob for 
quarter of a century longer. His Indian idea of plenty 
has been handed down in the bring more curricles” 
story, of which he was the hero. He died at Stu;nstead 
in September 1804, aged sixty-tly:ee. 

HI. 

The accident of the position of Senior Member of Coun- 
cil falling to Francis is suggestive of a lesson, which, 
though often repeated since in India, has scarcely been 
learned yet, viz.^ that it is only ‘when young that 
a tree can be safely trahsplanted. Of his two fellow- 
councillors who sailed from England with him. Ge- 
neral Clavering wac fifty-two when he arrived in 
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Indi^ for the first time, and Colonel Monsoii* but a 
few years younger; both succumbed to the climate, 
the former in less than three years, the latter in less 
than two. Francis had much the advanta^je of both in 
point of youth, and for this reason mainly was able to 
record, ''I begin td fiincy tliat I myself have a very 
good constitution, or I never could have resisted such 
a climate and such toll in the manner I liave done. My 
two colleagues are in a woful condition, Col. Monson 
obliged to go to sea to save liis life, and General Cla- 


* Colonel Monson and his wilo aro buried in tbo South Park Street 
ground ; tlioy are under separate but similar tombs u(‘xt each other, 
but bearing nodnscription Francis writes in his diary, 

177() February M8’ — “Lady Anne Monson is no more. After lying 
spccchlesj? through the day she deparUul last night about ten. The 
loss of such a -woman is generally felt by the whole S(‘ttlenient ; but 
wc who had the honor and pleasure of lier intimacy are dcpnv<‘d of 
a comfort which wc shall long regret.” She was the daughter of the 
Earl of Darlington, and was the widow of the TIoii’ble Charles TTope- 
weir (brother of Earl of Ilopetown) when she married the Ilon'ble 
G, Monson, who survive<l her but seven nonths. Moreover, she was 
the great grand-daughter of the Merry Monarcdi, her mother having 
been La<ly Grace Fitzroy. daughtfjr of the first Duke of Cleveland, 
son of Charles II by Barbara Villiers. 

Francis writes in an official memorandum whiidi he compiled for 
bis own keeping in India, that lie “ was rc.poatedly assured by Lady 
Anne Monson ” that Warren Hastings -was the natural son of & 
steward of her father’s, who sent him to Westminster School with 
his own sons, and where he was called “ tlic classical boy.” Unfor- 
tunately, so little authentic information regarding Hastings’s infancy 
or the life of his father has come down to us, that almost any story 
regarding them might gain credence, Gleig says tliat Warren’s father 
was married before he was sixteen, andvthat'the wife died a few days 
after the birth of the son ; that they had been married for only two 
years at this time, Warren being the second child, the mother having 
previously presented her boy-husband with a daughter ! 
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vering on his back covered with boils. I see no reasbn 
why Bai'wcll should be alive ( he never misses an Op- 
portunity for a cut at Bar well), but that death does 
not think it worth while to kill him. He is a mere 
shadow. As for Hastings, I promise you he is much 
more tough than any of us, and will never die a natural 
death.” To Sir John Day at Madras, he says — “ I hate 
the thought, for my own part, of dying of the spleen, 
like a rat in a hole. If I had given Avay to it heretofore 
I should now have been stretched alongside of Claver- 
ing, Monson, and Leiuaistre with a damned hie jacct 
upon my heart. I have many reasons for not wishing to 
die in Bengal.” A year later he again writes : “ My 
healtli is perfectly established, and with gocftl manage- 
ment I am a match for the climate.” 

Wliat room there was for congratulation in the 'result 
of Francis’s good management ” as regards his health 
will be realized by remembering that Calcutta at this' 
time stood in what was little better than an undrained 
swamp, in the immediate vicinity of a malarious jungle, 
that the ditch surrounding it was, as it had been for 
thirty years previously, an open cloaca, and that its 
river banks were strewn with the dead bodies of men 
and animals. As regards the sanitation, or the want of 
it, at the period referred to, it will be sufficient if we 
see how our predecessors fared in the matter of one of 
the first necessaries of life, drinking water, the chief 
source of which was the Tank in Lai Dighi (Dalhousie 
Square). 

A coi^Tespondent writes in April 1780 regarding this 
to the newspaper of the day : — 

As I was jogging along in uiy palanqueen yestefdaj, I 
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conld not avoid observing without a kind of secret concern 
foutlie health of several of my tender and delicate friends, — a 
string of parria dogs, without g,n ounce of hair on some of 
them and in the last stage of the hiange, })lunge in and refresh 
themselves very comfortably iKi the great Tank. I donT mean 
to throw the least shadow of reflection uj)on tlie sentinels, as 
the present condition of the Palisadoes is such that it would 
take a Battalion at least of the most nimblefooted sepoys to 
prevent them. 1 was led insensibly to reflect upon the small 
attention that is paid by people in general to a point of such 
unspeakable importance to their health and longevity as the 
choice and care of their water, the great vehicle of our 
nourishment.’^ 

Another.writes on the same subject : — 

Should you believe it that, in the very centre of this 
opulent city, and almost under our noses, there is a spot of 
ground measuring not more than GOO square yards used as a 
public buiying ground by the Portuguese iidiabitants, where 
there are annually interred, upon a medium, no less than four 
hundred dead bodies ; that tliese bodies are generally buried 
without coffins, and in graves dug so exceedingly shallow as not 
to admit of their being covered with much more tlian a foot and- 
a-half of earth, in so mutch that after a very lieavy fall of 
rain some part of tliein have been known to appear iibove 

ground Moreover, the quantity of matter 

necessarily flowing from it assimilating with the springs of 
the earth can scarcely fail to impart to the water in the adjacent 
wells and tank any morbid and noxious quality, laying by 
this means the foundation of ..various diseases among the 
poorer sort of peoplo who are obliged to drink it, nor can 
those in more affluent circumstances, from the natural indolence 
and deception of servants, jiromise themselves absolute exemp- 
tion frtm it.” 
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No wonder that the inhabitants on whom these i un- 
pleasant facts were thus obtruded took every opp(/rtu- 
nity of converting the -water into arrack punch prior 
to consumption ; or that those who could afford to <lo 
so gave it the go-by altogether by the, substitution of 
mulled claret or madeira, all which drinks were, we find, 
very much in fashion. No wonder that a most ordinary 
formula for accounting for the absence of such or such 
a one from society, was that, in the unvarnished lan- 
guage of the day, ho was down with a putrid fever, 
or a ilux.” 

Diseases, too, of a more mysterious kind seem to 
have occasionally appeared anil claimed their victims. 
The local purveyor of news records ii> perplexity, 
in August 1780, — “ We learn that several people hgis 
(aic) been suddenly carrie<l of within these few days 
by tumours in the nock, symptoms of a very unusual 
nature/’* Warnings also, similar to one that we havo 

* Possi])ly this is the symj>toiu alluded to iu the following? extract 
from Mr. Ju.sticc Hyde’s notes. It will be seen that our predecessors 
accepted “ the fever ” as a matter of course towards the close of the 
raiuB : 

THE FOURTH T5RM. 1771). 

In the 19tii and 20th Year op the Reion op IIis Majesty 
King George the Third. 

October 22nfl, 1771). 

The Jirsf day of the Fouith Term^ 1771). 

Prexent .-—Mr. Justice Hyde. 

There were only common motions. 

Mem. : Sir B. Impey, Chief Justice, wa.s absent by reason of illness. 
He has a swelling of ihe double chin. It came after he had the 
epidemic fever, which prevailed here iu Soptcinber and this month, 
and still does prevail here ; but Dr. Campbell told me he did not 
think the swelling any part of the disorder usually folio Mug that 
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secg the abstemious Warren Hastings giving to liis wife, 
are occasionally issued in the newspaper, impressing 
on the public the imprudence of eating too much in the 
hot weather ; and the moral is pointed, by rpioting the 
awful example of a surgeon who fell down dead in the 
street '' after consuming a large plateful of beef” In those 
days, too, we must not forget that there were no changes 
to the hills, no ice, no steamers to take one away ; sick- 
ness had to be encountered whei’e it was incurred. 

Medical science was as yet unenlightened, and it is 
hinted in the chronicles of the ^day that its practice 
was occasionally adopt(*d on no better (pialifi cafe ion than 
that possessed by a “ midslnpman who handles your 
pulse as he’d handle a rope.” We cannot be surprised, 
then, to find it recorded that the success attending 
the efforts of the medical man of the period, was not so 
marked as to inspire the public with much confidence 
in him. He naturally enough followed the system in 
which he had been indoctrinated in Europe, and which 
was in full swing a hundred yeais ago. It is usual to 
describe it as being active and heroic ; and of course it 
was thought necessary to apply it with superlative 

fever, but a nervous disorder of the nature of tliat Sir E. Impe^ 
had before he went to Cliittagong, which then affected his arm and 
head. 

Sir Robert Chambers was also- absent by reason of illness. Yester- 
day tbe fever began with him 

I (John Hyde) have bad the fever, and am not yet perfectly free from 
the consequences, for I have a slight degree of pain and weakness in 
my left foot, and a slight degree of dizziness still affects my head.’* 

The strangest ailment of all, jjerhapr, is one which is noted by 
Asiatiouit as having caused the death of a lady who was buried (1703) 
in Park Street Cemetery — “ She died of pure sensibility, ” he says. We 
suspect tuat this disease has long ceased to prey on Calcutta. 
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energy in a country where experience seemed to sl^ow 
that the crisis was rapidly reached. Accordingly, when 
summoned to the bedside^ it became a race between the 
doctor and disease ; the j)atie<fit was promptly physicked 
and blistered, &c , &c., and having undergone these well- 
meant invasions, he was uncommonly lucky if he 
escaped being there and then “cupped and blooded ” into 
the bargain. It is needless to ad<l that the only benefit 
following this misdirected zeal was that derived by the 
apothecary and the undertaker. 

We have remarked ht)w Phili[> Francis, after the duel, 
was bled twice in the one day for a slight flesh wound 
in his back, though this was towards the ^end of the 
rainy season, when the vital forces are at their lowest. 
Tt is curious that in the following year, though^ not in 
connexion with the instance just alluded to, the Calcutta 
newspaper has a squib about the indiscriminate use of 
the lancet. We regret that the greater part of it would 
be quite unquotable in modern days, but we venture 
to extract in a footnote* four or five verses of it to 

A sprain in your toe or an aguish shiver 
The faculty here call n touch of Ihe liver. 

And with ointment mercurii and pills calornelli 
They reduce all the bones in your skin to a jelly. 

Broke down by the climate, low, weak, t' would surprise ye 
To hear them insist thatj’your blood is too sizey, 

If a compound of ills from such treatment you boast, 

The plan next advised is^a trip to the coast. 

If your wife has a hea'd-ache, let Sangrado but touch her, 
And he’ll jobb in his lancet like any hog butcher ; 

Tho’ in putrid complaints dissolution is rapid, 

He’ll bleed you to render the serum more vapid. 
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sho^v its tendency. It is the first local evidence that 
we have come across of aii impatience of the laity 
under a system which outraged /'common sense; it is an 
early indication of a reac^.ion which slowly gained 
strength, and culminated many years after in the do- 
little systems of Homceopathy and Hydropathy. 

Yet though life in Calcutta a hundred yeaivs ago in- 
volved the exposure to much physical suffering, with 


Descend Esculapius, thou Mortal Divine, 

And despatch to perdition those Medical swine, 

Such Doctors who never saw Leyden or Flanders 
Ilun counter to reason and bleed in the jaundice. 

In a very few days you’re released from all cares. 

If the Padre’s asleep, Mr. Oldham reads prayers, &c. 

The wjyiter of this dogfgrel promises to sing of the ini/juities of the 
Calcutta bar in a future number, but we have not come across it. 
Instances will readily occur to most people suggesting that this critic 
was in advance of Ids time. Headers of Madame D’Arblay’s memoirs 
may recall, that old Mrs. Delaney, the valued friend of George the 
Third and his Queen, while living as their guest at Windsor, 1780, and 
presumably within reach of the highest medical skill in the kingdom, 
was “ blooded ” for a little ailment, for winch in these unheroio days 
the poor old body would probably have been advised to take a hot 
footbath and to stay in bed, lis sbe was eighty-six years old, almost 
quite blind from age, and with much more than the proverbial one 
leg in the grave I Forty years later still, the fever-shattered Lord 
Byron was bled to death at Mesolonghi, in spite of his own piteous 
appeal “ Have you no other remedy than bleed'ug ? — There arc many 
more die of the lancet than the lance.” 

The obliging Mr. Oldliam whose name occurs above was a* very 
important personage here in the last century. He was the first 
undertaker proper who settled in Calcutta ; he first cut storu'.s from 
the ruins of Gour. Before his time Bengal indented on Madras for 
tomb stones. It goes without saying that Mr. Oldham amassed a 
fortune before he himself was laid (1788) in Park Street Cemetery 
surrounded by numerous specimens of his own handicraft. 
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none of the aleviation which art has since Jiitrodiic^d, 
it is significant tliat when Fraticis sums up his impres- 
sions of a residence herd, he does not dwell on the 
active miseries which may ameliorated, but rather 
on the passive ones which will be always “incidental to, 
and inseparable from, the life of a European in (the 
plains of) India. For instance, this is how a man of his 
arnaziiig energy and his boundless mental resources is 
reduced to write, “The waste of s[)irits in tliis cursed 
country is a disease uncompierable, a miseiy unutter- 
able.'’ “ I relinquish hiy family and fi-iends, and 
I pass my life in one eternal combat with villainy, folly, 
and prostitution of every species. If I carry home 
£25,000 b}^ the severest parsimony of five years, it will 
be tlie utmost I can accomplish. I would now gjadly 
accej^t two-thirds of the money if I could be up to the 
neck ill the Thames.” After his card-winning he places 
his wants a little higher, as the possibility of attaining 
them seems open to him, but his horror of India is un- 
abated — “ Whenever I am worth a clear entire sum of 
forty thousand pounds secure in England, Bengal may 
take care of itself. No, not for that fortune would I 
spend the same two years again.” 

It is interesting to see how nearly in the same strain 
JVlacaulay writes some sixty years later, after an ex- 
perience of^mnnchlimproved Calcutta: — “ Let me assure 
you that banishment is no light matter. No person can 
judge of it who has not c.tpcrienced it. A complete 
revolution in all the Jiabv^s of life,— an estrangement 
from almost every old friend and acquaintance, — all this 
is, to me at least, very trying. There is no temptation 
of wealth or power which could induce me to go 
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tlirough it again.” ‘‘ We have our share of the miseries 
of^ life in this country. We arc annually baked four 
months, boiled four more, arfd allowed the remaining 
four to become cool if we can. Insects and undertakers 
are the only living creatures which seem to enjo}^ the 
climate.” Elsewliere Macaulay records his exj)erienced 
conviction that “ all -the fruits of the tropics are not 
worth a pottle of Covent Garden strawberries, and that 
a lodging up three pairs of stairs in London is better 
than a palace in a com])ound of Chowringhee.” 

But to return to Francis and his experience. He 
thus writes to the gentleman who had declined the 
nomination which he (F.) aftei*wards accepted. ''We shall 
meet again I trust — I mean in this world — and may I 
d — d in the next if ever I venture myself into such 
a hell as this with my own consent at least. I certainly 
am obliged to you for my post, but I fancy by this time 
you arc quite satisfied that you did not take it.” To 
Mrs. Strachey, who had asked him to provide for her 
children when old enough to go to India, he writes (with 
questionable taste in parts j : 

Dear Madam, — Be*so good as to live till I return, and’ 
you shall see wonders ; you shall see me, whom India has made 
neither rich nor saucy. I profess to have one or two qualities 
at least to which this infaiuous climaie.^cannot reach, the rest, 
is at the mercy of the sun, whose light the moment I can 
command wax candles and a coal fire I solemnly disclaim 
for ever. Let him ripen his ciibbages and show peasants the 
way to their daily labour. I dojire Jo have no further com- 
munication with him, but to vegetate in a hot-house as a 

gentleman should do And so you have determined that 

I shall stay in Bengal till I have settled your infant colony 
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for you, and can leave it in a flourishing condition. Indeed, 

TiiJidain, I am not satisfied with the share you have allotted 

to me in this useful work. ’I would rather be employed as you 

are. Leave it to me to provide emigrants, and do you come 

here and settle them. Soberly and sadly, tins is no market 

for young ladies ; the same heat which ripens the fruit reduces 

the ai>petite, whereof the proofs are rather meloiicholy than 

pregnant. How long beauty will keep in this country, is too 

delicate a question for me to determine. You, who can read 

faces, would see lines in some of them which Time ought not 

to have written there so soon.” 

» 

If the Europeans who came to India in the old days 
had a hard time of it, they at all events got what they 
came for — money, and if they survived they returned 
home wealthy men. The modern average official is 
lucky if, in a lifetime given to India, he can put by a 
fifth of the sum which Francis sneered at as attainable 
in five years. In comparing the conditions of the two 
periods it must not bo lost sight of that, to all the other 
drawbacks of an Indian life, poverty has in recent years 
been added. It is not an exaggeration to say^ that of 
the Anglo-Indian officials who have got families depend- 
ent on them, at least seven out of ten go through their 
expatriation knowing the burden of heavy, tedious 
penury till their pension® (wliich die with tliom) come; 
then the y retire as strangers, to husband their means in 
some country town or village in England, where, for tlie 
sak^ of their children, they hope to find a grammar 
school and an apothecary. ^ , 

A glance at the Indian life of Francis would be in- 
complete if we did not refer very briefly to the little 
that is told us regarding the result of his sojourn' here 
on his homo domestic welfare. 
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!^arly in life, when twenty-one^ years of age, he had 
married a Miss Macrabie, a well-educated, attractive 
girl of his own age, with soni(^ of the aceoniplisliinents 
which embellish life. It was a love-match, opj^o^ed, for 
prudential reasons, }»y the fathers of both ; but Francis s 
ardent temperament could not brook much delay, and 
his self-reliant nature impelled him to disi(*gaid tlu? 
parental prohibition, and to persuade the la<Iy to marry 
him without the father's sanction, and when the means 
of supporting a wile were but slender. Th(‘ marri«Mge 
was a very happy one ; tiny s^t'umd mueli attached to 
each other. In s()me of tlie letters of Francis to her 
before the^ Indian episode, there is apj)arent a sincere 
solicitude about her and the children, and a winning 
and dedicate tlioiightfulness on his pnrt regarding tluMii. 

When she is away from him for a few we(‘ks at the 
seaside or elsewhere, he wriU‘s to her — “ My sweet<*st 
Betsy, I hope you think of me, and that you really 
wish to be witli mo again, »Scc. — Voiirs for evei*, P. F. ' 
Again, — “ Iiideed, I am very serious when 1 say I think 
your absence long, and tin* pm.^poet of tlnee weeks moi'c 
appears almost an age.« However, if you and tin.* cliildri'ii 
are beiietited by it, I sliall be satislied. — Yours, my 
dearest love, always, and witli tlie greatest triitb, P. F.” 
Sometimes lie wi it(‘s todiur, “ Mj dearest honesty.” lb? 
always rennimbors the little ones ; aslC'^ her to ‘ Id.ss my 
children,” and to give him “all the news” of them, .The 
following is one of many similar passagcjs: 

“ Words caiiuot express luy ii^patibiice to have you in my 
anas. At seven on Monday I expect you. Will the machine 
bnngiyou to the door, or where shall 1 order James to wait 
for you ? To say the truth, my dear girl, 1 have been dining 
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with honest Fitz and C(f,y and am not in iny perfect mind, but 
you see that even while I for<^et myself 1 still remernhei^yoa. 
It is true 1 am endowed with a most capricious humour, but T 
am always wis(! enou'^h to kno^r that I am possessed of the 
best girl in the world, and that I never could be hajipy with- 
out her. Adieu.” 

Soon after he got the Trnlian ap])ointment, he tells a 
la<ly — “You already know that Mis. Francis is not to 
aecoiiipany mo to India; it is her own choice and reso- 
lution, ainl sev(U*ely felt by us both. What are five little 
girls and a l)oy to do, deprived b‘oth of mother and 
lather ( ” 

Few of his letters from India to his wife have been 
pn‘s(‘rvi‘(l ; in one of them be alhnles to tlieir early 
struggles, — “ Fortune has taken extraordinary care f)f 
me, and 1 am much Inn- humlde stowant. She was cer- 
tainly in my debt, if it be (aniNidered how many years 
you and I livt)d upon little or notbing.'’ These, how- 
ever, were jierhaps the Iiappi(‘st years of Philip Francis's 
life. Mrs. Franciss communications to her luisband 
in Iinlia were mainly in tln^ form of a journal, which 
was sent to him at regular* intervals. It ridates 
altogetlim* to domestic matters, the i)rogress of their 
little children, lier own h*>us»di')ld and soeial aiiairs, 

*' Tlu;r<' i** t'v> '♦liow that. lii' pn -lndiau 

Francis \v;vs far fruni i-nupnato Whih* the .hinius 1.* itors 
were jih.st)rl)i»n>: aMeution. Francis, oii hi'^ own showiny-. was l<*ailing a 
jovial \vin(!-l)il)l)iii^ lifo, and tins is almo>t ihc only circumstance 
which, to our mind, can he to ari;uo a^ain^t iiis identity with the 
great pseudonymous \vrit<;r. It is dilUcult. to fancy that one who had 
so many reasons to keep his Innid eool ami his tongue (piict should 
ever voluu tardy run the risk iuvvdvod in the old provei^ ia vina 
vent (IS, 
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et cc}tera. She was not qualified, wo are told, to be 
a sharer in her husband s plots, nor a partner in his 
fierce ambition, nor to partake in his public or literary 
pursuits.*’ Tlie journal is described as the production 
of a tenderly attached wife, which is “ touching in its 
homely way, as it shows the gradual effect of distance 
and the evil influences engendered by long absence on 
domestic love, which liad been so deeply rooted as theirs ; 
until she, so al>solutely confiding at first in her fondness, 
is forced to say at last, ‘ I was but too sure separation 
for seven years would make a great alteration in your 
affection, and in(l(‘ed I am sorry to sa\" it has — a very 
great one indeed.’ ” When we read this, and recall what 
Francis himself said in the House of Commons after- 
wards,— I passed six years in pt*rpetual misery and 
contest in Bengal, at the hazard of my life, then a 
wretched voyage of ten months, and two and twenty 
years of labour in tlie same cause, unsujqx)rte<l and 
alone, without thanks and reward, and now without 
liopc ; I have sacrificed my happint^ss and rny repose, 
and forfeited every prospect of personal advantage,” 
— we may incline to be wise after the event, and think 
that, on the whole, the Indian appointment was dearly 
bought, though his nomination to it won him so 
many congratulations, and Iras needlessly exercised the 
ingenuity of critics from that day to this. 


HIClvY’S GAZETTE. 

It remains but to say a little regarding the public 
press ill Calcutta as it existed in the time of Francis. 
We have come across no older local newspaper than one 
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which dates from the last year of Francis’s stay in India. 
.This was Hickj^’s Bengal Gazeiiey which startefi ou 
Saturday, January 2J>th', 1780. It was a w'eeklj^ print of 
two sheets, about twelve iribhes by eight, three columns 
of printed matter on each side, about hklf of which was 
devoted to advertisements. Mr. J. A. Hicky, the pro- 
prietor, calls himself the first, and late printer, to the 
Honorable Com])any. In returning thanks for the first 
list of subscribers In* states, that should he be so fortu- 
nate in his end(‘avours as to bring so useful an imder- 
takiiig as a newspnf>er to perfection, he will think 
himself amply n^wanlmbas it may in a very little time 
prove an antibilious s|>ecific, from which he hopes his 
subscribers will receive more natural l»enefit than from 
Tincture of Hark, ('’astor Oil, or Columbaroot.” ^He was 
a very illiterate man, judging by his editorial notices, 
which are written for tlie most part in a “ high-falutin^’ 
style. The correspondence from local and distant con- 
tributors, an<l oecasiiuial extiucts from Europe news, 
make up the greater portion of the small W(‘ekly budget. 
There is a copy of this newspaper in Cal(!utta in a 
tolerable state of ]U'eservati<m from its commencement 
down to the end of 17iSl, and there is a still better copy 
in the British Museum, from March 1780 to March 1782. 
The pa]>er is a curiosity in these days, and helps one to 
get t* glimpse of certain pliases of the social lives of our 
]>redeccssors, which could not perliaps be readily got 
elsewhere. Had it onlj’^ contiiUKHl as it began, it uiight 
have led a tolerably Inirmless existence, but it soon 
began to cater to the lowest tastes, and admitkid con- 
tributions w hich, wrhile affecting to teach and ^uphold 
public morality, (but in realitj’^ with a motive very much 
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the reverse), vulgarly paraded sul)j(^cts vdiose details aro 
Letter kept out of view. Thus many dreary chapter's 
(each ending with a to be conliniK^d ”) are d(*v()ted to 
the autobiograph}" of what is called “ a late very extra- 
ordinary man,” tut , which is simply, the details of the 
alleged progress in vice of a tvjfical young scoundrel 
who had not om^ redeeming feature. Kunning through 
several numbers also is a fl[ori<l essay entitled “ Thoughts 
on the Times, but chiefly on the ju'oHigacy of our women 
and its causes.” This is unctuously a<hln‘ssed to “ (*verv 
parent, hu.sband, and modest wonian in the three King- 
doms.” One part tr(‘ats of “the folly ami bad temhmey 
of a fashionable life," another of “ the (‘vils that arisi‘ 
from Frencii refinement," a thir<l denounces the employ- 
ment gf obstetric physicians (less t(‘chnical language*, 
however, is used) as tending “ to desti-oy the peac<‘ of 
families and endanger virtue.” The dullness of (liese 
diatribes is profound ; as literary compositions tliev are 
below contempt. 

The cloven foot in tlieni is a]>])arent from the <*ompa- 
liionship jjrovided for tliem, e/:., small paragraj)lis and 
rhyming contributions, n'ceking with jo(Uilar imlnTncy 
and obscenity tliat no Englisli iiew.spnper could v(‘nture 
to quote instances of in these days. And Avheii we i-ead 
what was admitted, we can only guess what was proffer- 
ed and nyected, from a Phari.saieal notice liht. this 
among the answers to correspondents, “ Ijothario’s hotter 
and^ poetry is received, but is not fit for in.si'rtion, 
nor will anything ever be inserted in the Ihmrjul tru:c//c 
that can possil)ly give offence to tlie ladies.” If the 
Beng(if Gazette had contented itself witli being charac- 
terized merely by want of decency and sense, it might, 
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in that tolerant ago, have died a natural, instead of a 
violent deatli. Ihit its proprietor soon, apparent! 37 dis- 
covered lliat a certain sedition of tlie public al\va3"S craves 
for j)er8onal items (a discov(‘»3" which in our own times has 
so j)Oi)nlarized wliat are known as ‘Soeiet}^ Journals ’) ; 
according!}^ the wVcklv pabulum *for his subscribers 
becomes well seasoned with personalities, all no doubt 
intemled to be more or less fiinii}". Private individuals 
who had incurrcvl the disph'asure of the Ivlitor or con- 
tributors are h(‘l<l u]) to d(u*isi<)ii in the Poet’s corner; 
ladies in soeiety are UR'iitioned under their initials ; their 
graces, and attra(;tions, and in some instances even their 
matrimonial ])rospeet.s are dealt frcel}’ (and favourably) 
with ; poetasters are enlisted in their belialf, and their 
charms are duly sung in limping verses. They ave 
watched at the public balls, or festive gatherings at the 
Harmonic Tavern, and the success with which certain 
frentlemen st*em to ingratiate themstdv(»s into their favour, 
is fiankly ciuunu'ntinl on, with congratulation or disap- 
proval, according as the gentlemen may happen to he on 
friendlv or on hostile terms w itli the Bengal Gazette, 
P(*r.sonalit3' of this kiml is apt descend into intoler- 
able lieense. The slight bonmlaiy was soon passed in 
tliis case, and manv who w ere conspicuous in social or 
otheial life, are assailed in terms indicative of personal 
ranei \4r, wddle the nu)re prominent among.st thtun are 
given up to public odium aij<l contcm[d, veiled under the 
most obvious nicknames^ Thus the Governor-General, 
wdien not Mr. If — ^s, is “the Gfeat Mogul,” or tlie 
Tyger of War;*' the Chief Justice is “»ludge Jetfre5’s,** 
more frecjuently ‘‘ Puolbundy ; ” an official in the Salt 
Board is Peter Nimmuek ; an official in the olJFort is 
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Mr, Poorana Killa; a Mr, Milton is Mr. Paradise Lost;'’ 
Mr.\ Justice Chambers, who had been Yinerian Professor 
at Oxford and had the reputa^tion of being easily in- 
huencecl, is Yiner Pliant; <ilr. Wlieler, the member of 
Council, is Ned Wheelabout,’’ and so on. Hastings 
and Impey, howeve'r, were pre-eminently the target for 
Mr. Hicky’s missiles, and unforgivingly did they pay 
him out when the time came to strike. It is notewortby 
that a lampoon of the time, of which we give an extract, 
indicates that, whatever may have since been urged in 
explanation of Impey ’s j>art in the transaction, it was 
certainly alleged by some conteni]K)raries that Hastings 
endeavoured to get over the friction between the Go- 
vernment arfd Supreme Court by smoothing Imj)ey with 
tiic Presidency of th<‘ Sudder Adawlut, carrying an 
extravagant extra salary,* — vh., The C. J. is suppost'd 
to be triumphantly addressing the Sealer of the Su- 
premo Court thus, on the disgust and discontent of the 
Company’s servants at the recent appointment : 

But that whioh to me in the plensantent part. 

Iso one of the Bervaiiu dare point out the Muart ; 


* Francis in his place in Ct)uncil (»ppO‘*eti and stron^»-ly minuted 
against the control of the Sudder Adawlut vesud in tlie ('hii‘f 

Justice as proposeil hy Hastings. It is a ctdncideriee worth mating that 
one of the best known passages in the Essay (►a Warren Hastings in 
which Macaulay sums up his denouncement of the arrangemiMit, r/j., 
‘‘the Chief Justice was rich, quiet, and infanums,” is an adoption 
of a sentiment, and almost of the language in which it w'as coiivt‘yc*d» 
of PWip Francis, who, writing as Junius (in the last famous letter 
to the Duke of Grafton, Fijbruary 1770j. says of another trariHaotiim ; 
“Your Grace is afraid to carry on the prosecution. Mr. Iline keej>s 
quiet possession of his purchase, and Governor Bnrgoyne, relicvcHl 
from the apprehension of refunding the money, sits down for the 
remalnde^ of his life ivfamous and contented. 
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Nor do I much wonder, for H s has said 

No remonstrance from them that may come shall be read# 

And should they our d^or with petitions assail, 

We'll send all the mutinous scoundrels to jail. 

However, to keep them froAi forging of lyes, 

Mr. H s the feeling, the just and the vTise, 

lias ai)|K)inted Ad—l — ts, whose payiri%nts at large, 

My dear little Archey. are under my charge. 

What Company’s servant, tho’ bred up in College, 

To manage iny {>ost has competent knowledge 
Wliat though the ten thousand friend W — n may give, 

And which condescending I monthly receive. 

Ac., Ac. 

It is a curious circumstance that, though Francis 
was a year in Calcutta with this paper, he, almost alone 
amongst the leaders of society, never falls under its 
ribaldry. 

It is pointed out in his Memoirs that he rarely 
put on record a defeat of his own, and it is shown as 
a conspicuous instance of this tliat, in liis daily journal 
for June 1777, wdiere many perstmal and official matters 
are chronicled, he passes by the nineteenth, the day on 
which the attempt was made to oust Hastings from the 
Governor-Gernualship, and no mention is made of an 
episode in which Francis, Clavoring and Co. were so 
signally discomfited. 

A notable instance of reticence regarding a defeat 
of Francis may bo found in ilieky’s Gazdie, The 
duel with Hastings occurixMl on Thui*sday the 17th 
August 1780. Tho next miml>er of the Gazette is •for 
the week commencing on tlie following Satuixla}% tho 
19th. The copy of this number in the Britisli Museum 
is quite uumutilatod (tho copy in Calcuttii is imperfect); 
yet there is no allusion wdiatovcr in it to tho duel which 
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occurred only two days previously between tlic two 
hignest peisonages in tlie country. AVhat a struggle 
it must have cost a hungry editor to foiego a 'piece de 
resistance like this, ma}" b(? guessed from the fact that, 
in the very same^ number, he is glad to inclmle in liis 
dietary the following miserable suhstitute : 

A few days ago a dispute arexse hetwoon two young gentle- 
men not many miles from Senimpore about a lady of a sooty 
complexion. The friends of both were luidor some apprelieu- 
sion that a duel would have beep the consequence, hut it 
happily ended in a reciprocal Ihustiiiado.’* 

In all pi'obability Francis’s ]>ronounced hostility both 
to Hastings and Impey was in itself enough to endear 
*liim to the Bengal Gazette, Imt there was pm-haps a 
further reason for his singular immunity. He himsidf, 
as proved by liis ]>seudonymous writings in Kngland, 
could be, Avhen he liked, master of tlie whole gamut of 
vulgar abuse. He knew tlie pain that it inflicted, and 
lie shrank from it in his own person, as the surgeon 
dreads the knife, and the <lnimmer th<i lash ; — so it is 
more than probable that he, who, his biographer says, 
liad all his life been a controller of th<i s<‘crct influence 
of tlie press, contrived to secure the mute forbearance 
of the scurrilous Hicky. With refei*enee to tliis jioint, 
<»ne suggestive fact is certain, that, wluui tlie sun 
of Franciss power was just setting in Calcutta, and 
onijr a few days before he left it for ever, the Governor- 
General aimed a blow at Hicky, s paper, so jienal in 
its character as to be well calculated to crush it 
for ej^er, as it must immediately have deprived the 
Bengal Gazette of all its up-coimtry subscribers, Tho 
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last entry Imt one in Francis’s Indian diary is this: 
‘‘ jlVoc. 2, 1780. — Governor moves that Mr. Rider slJall 
be allowed the full salary of that oltice from his arrival 
till lie succeeils. Ai^reed : yet nothing can be more 
improper. Mals (jiChnportc 't Wheiib the ship is sink- 
ing, wliat <loes it .signify how .soon we eat up the provi- 
sions ? The moment I .shall have made my exit, enter 
(h^solation.” Hastings write.s to a friend on the tenth 
of tlui same month a very remarkable letter, in which 
occur these .sentences : 

• 

Mr. Francis has announced his intention to leave us. His 
departure may ho considered a.s the close of one complete 
period of my political life, and the hoginning of a new 

one I shall liave no ciaiipetitor to oppose my^ 

designs, to encourage disobedience to my authority, to. excite 
and foment popular odiuia against me. lu a word, I shall 
have power, and 1 will einj)lo3- it.” 

Four day.s later the following Order of Council was 
is.sue<l, which was precipitated possibly b}' an “ imagin- 
ary conversation ’ given in the Guzeffe immediately 
preceding, wliich very plainly hii^ted that the riglit way 
to g(‘t a favour granted by the Governor was to go to 
work at it liy canvassing Mrs, Hastings: 

Fort \Ath Xitv. 1 780.— -Puhlic notice is liertdiy given 

that as a Weekly Now.spapcr called the Bvnf/of Gazette or 
CaJrutta General Advertiser, printed by J. A. Hicky, has 
lately been found to contiCiu several improper paragflljdis 
tending to vilify ])riv{jtc characters anti to disturb the peace 
of the Settlement, it is no longer pernutted to be circulated 
through the channel of the Ocmeral P<»st Office.” 

JMr. Hick}" was wroth at this measure, which caused 
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him a loss, he said, of four hundred rupees monthly. 
Nevertheless he was nothing daunted. He will let them 
see, he says, that he is not to be intimidated by such 
trifles. Writing in the first transports of his indigna- 
tion his punctuation becomes involved, for ho goes on — 

Before he will bow cringe or fawn to any of his 
oppressors, was the whole sale of his paper stopped he 
would compose ballads, and sell them through the streets 
of Calcutta as Homer did.” The Bengal Gazette being 
thus in trouble, a rival was started by a Mr. Read and 
a Mr. Messink of the Theatre. This venture was 
named the Monitorial Gazette, but the unkindest cut 
of all was, that the type for its production was got by 
purchase from the venerable missionary Kiernander. 
This was too suitable an opportunity for reproof for 
Mr. Hicky to pass over ; accordingly he appeals to the 
aged pastor, as “ that man whose Eve of Life is fast 
veririnc: to the shadow of Death. Whose silver Head 
bows down loaded with the Blossoms of the Grave, and 
whom the Sepulchre is already yawning to close upon.” 
He attacks him with the weapons which he thinks most 
appropriate to the circumstances, as directed against a 
clergyman, and batters him with texts of scripture, the 
burden of his remonstrance being, that the plant and type 
were sent out for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign 
parts and not to be used for taking the bread out of the 
mouths of a true-born Englishman and his little family.” 
This rival lived but a few iponths. Its death was the 
signal for a piean from the other side, in which more 
than the usual raillery and indecency did duty for 
triumphant humour. 

As a means of keeping up an interest in his paper 
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and himself, the Editor startles his subscribers with this 
announcement one morning in April 1781 : 

Mr. Hicky thinks it a duty incumbent on him to inform 
Ilia friends in particular and t^e public in general that an 
attempt was made to assassinate him last Thursday morning, 
between the hours of one and two o’cli^ck, by two armed 
Europeans assisted by a Moorman.’* 

Having thus aroused curiosity, he details the circum- 
stances in next week s number, making rather a cock- 
and-bull story of it, and wishing his readers to under- 
stand that he has become so pestilent to Government 
as a public censor, that they resorted to assassination in 
order to get rid of him. Then follows what he calls : — 

‘‘ Reflections in consequence of the late attempt made to 
assassinate the printer of the Original Bengal Gazette, 

‘•Mr. Hicky verily believes that fate decreed that he should 
come out to India to be a Scourge to Tyrannical Villains, and 
upstart Schemers and Embezzlers of the Company’s property, 
Stainers of the British flag and Disgracers of the English 
name ; and notwithstanding the repeated attempts which have 
been made for his destruction, Mr. Hicky is determined to go 
on and persevere with redoubled confidence in his plan, 
unawed by the frowns of arbitrary T^’tauts in Power, (fee., (fee. 

But evil days were now close at hand : — One day in 
June an armed band* consisting, he avers, of “several 

* Lest the reader should hastily be inclined to regard Mr. Hicky s 
statement on* this head as altogether imaginary, we recall a few sen- 
tences from Macaulay’s account of the high-handed proceeding;,Jof 
the Supreme Court at this time, vh : “ No man, knew what was next 
to be expected from this fltrange tribunal. It had already collected 
round itself an army of the worst part of the native population, 
informers and false witnesses, and common barrators, and above all a 
banditti of bailiff’s followers, compared with whom the retainers of 



158 


PHILIP FRANCIS AND HTS TIMES. 


Europeans, some sepoys, and Ijefcween fclirce or four 
hi^ndred peons,” came to arrest liim under an order from 
the Chief Justice at the suit of the Governor, His gate 
having been battered in with a sledge hammer, he sa57s, 
lie sallied out on them with his arms, and, refusing to ho 
forcibly taken away, undertook to attend the Judge in 
Court on being shown a legal autliority for his arrest. 
The Court having adjourned before he got tliore, that 
same day he was lodged in jail, and the next morning 
before tlie Supreme Court “ two indictments” were read 
out to him on the prosecution of Warren Hastings, Es(j. 
Bail for forty thousand rupees for Ids appearance to each 
of them was demanded; lie offered all that he could 
muster, namely, five thousand, which was refuse^], and 
he was accordingly remanded to jail to preiiare his 
defence as best he could. This is Hicky's own account 
given publicly in his paper in a letter addressed by him 
to the Clerk of the Court, pointing out that excessive 
bail is unconstitutional, and involves, especially in the 
case of a poor man, grave injustice. The Gazette also 
draws attention to the fact that the bail demanded of 
Woodfall, the printer of Junius’ letter to the King, 


the worst English Sponginghouses in the worst times might be con- 
sidered as upright and tender hearted. Many natives werci seized 
and flung into the common gaol merely as a precaution till th(;ir 
cause should come to trial. Every class of the population. English 
and Native, with tlie exception of the ravenous pettifoggers wlio 
fattened on the misery and terror of an immouso community, cried 
or* loudly against this fearful oppression. But the judges were 
immoveable. If a bailiff was resiLted, they ordered the soldiers to be 
called out. If a servant of the Comppjiy, in conformity with the 
orders of the Gfovernment, withstood the miserable catch-poles who, 
with Impey’s writs in their hands, exceeded the insolence and rapacity 
of gang-robbers, he was flung into prison for a contempt,” &c., &c. 
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was not equal to Rs. 20,000. Making allowance for 
Hicky’s bombast and possilile exaggeration, still fthe 
circumstances attending dn and following the arrest do 
certainly present an ugly lock, and suggest a display of 
ar))itrary power coupled with vindictiveness, which 
wo fancy Francis would not have beeii slow to denounce 
if in Calcutta at the time. The whole thing lends force 
to the allegation that Impey was ready on occasions 
to put the machinery of the Supreme Court into gear, 
and even to strain it, when the result would gratify 
Hastings. The object^ of forcing Hieky to go to jail 
was no doubt to extinguish his ofiensive paper; but in 
this it failed. 

Although the man who was Pro])rietor, Editor, and 
Piinter was imprisoned from June, the Bengal Oazeiit 
still managed to struggle on till the following March, or 
till, as an entry in the flyleaf of the volume in the 
British Museum says, the Day the Typos w^ere seized 
by Order.” During its latter days it tloes not mend its 
manners in the least. Hicky, even when in jail, seems 
to bo the presiding genius; the last few numbers d(‘al 
copiously in personalities. Undui* the heads Bon Ton 
Intelligence,” “ A Congress held at Sooksagur,” A 
Crand Vocal Concert and Mastpierade,” many officials 
and members of society (male and female) are derided 
under transparent nicknames, or under their initials 
or the veil of certain suggestive characters assigned 
to them. 

The very last number contains' this appeal to the 
public : 

“ A scene of continued tyranny and oppression for near two 
years having reduced Mr. Hicky very niiicli in his circuiu- 
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stances, involved him more in debt and injured his business 
verjr considerably, though he is still immured in a Jail where 
he has been these nine long moutlfs separated from his family 
and friends, at the suit of Wiifren Hastings, Esq., and where 
ho still expects remain as the said W. H. has brought no 
less than six fresh aatioiis against him this term. 

But Mr. Hicky has borne these afflictions as become th a 
man and a Christian, and still will bear them with resigna- 
tion, &c., &c., &c.** 

Then follows the rate at which advertisements, &c., 
&c., will continue to be in.scrted.* 

Before the next number could be ])rinted, however, a 
most efficient and summary metliod was adopted for 
strangling the Bengal Gazette, and it appeared no more. 
*The India Gazette reigned in its stead. Tli is paper 
must Iiave been issued for some time concurrently with 
the Bengal Gazette^ as the latter once or twice notices 
its existence, and as, on February ICth, 1782, it had 
reached its sixty -sixth number. A coi)y of it for 1782 
(except for Jatuiary and half of February) is in the 
British Museum. Curiously enough, there is preserved 
amongst the Impey manuscripts in the British Museum 
a document which carries us one step further in Hicky s 
career; this is a letter written by himself in not undio-- 
nified tenns to Elijah Impey. It is directed from Cal- 
cutta jail and dated 17th January 1783. In it he com- 
plains of a fellow-j)risoner named Lieutenant Gould for 
a^^aultiiij^ his eai s ^v th th^ most gross aiir] imgentle- 
maalike abuse.” On reading it, it. is irapo.ssible not to 
feel pity for his sad plight, or sympathy for a man who, 
whatever other qualities he may have had, manifested 
much of the doggedness which characterizes John Bull. 
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After Ills com]>laint the letter goes on thus: have 

now beeii cotifiiied in this jail upwards of nineteen fong 
months, and nine long months of that time have been 
deprived of the means of earning one rupee for the 
support of my familj^ entirely owiijg to the seizure of 
the implements and tools of my ]U’ofession ; and not 
being able to ]>ay the rent of a small brickhouse for 
my children to live in, the}^ have been, until the Christ- 
mas holidays, immuied in the jail with myself. Yon 
Sir, who have many fine children of 3^0111* own (Cod 
bless them) can not be S.t a loss in forming an idea what 
the feelings of a tender father must be who daily 
beholds his little innocent children pining ^^wa}^ under 
the contaminated air of a filthy jail, inlu) has Ihe i acli- ^ 
nation hat not the power to retie re them. Yet, great 
and afflicting as those hardships reall}^ have been and 
still will continue to be, 1 have never complained of 
them, nor do I complain of them now; 1113^ onl}’' motive 
for this short descriptiim being to prove to 3"our Lord- 
ship that these afflictions arc full sutFicient for me to 
bear without having them wantonly aggravated 1)3^' a 
man to whom I never gave the least offence.'’ The poor 
fellow winds up by saying that he will do veiy well if 
Mr. Gouhl is removed. This document is thus indorsed 
by impey* — "'Hicky’s letter, gave Mr. Church, the 

* Among’ tho Impey MSS. in this samo year, there is pr«4§^ved 
a letter from Sir Wm. Jones. |t has no date, but as it was in all 
probability tho first which he wrote in India, ^ve copy it here : 

“ Dear Sir, — I find my sea dress so unpleasant on shore tliat I 
cannot wait with patience for the equipment which the tailor promises 
me, and will therefore avail myself of your kind offer and request a 
white waistcoat, &c., &c., for to-day. If I had had clothes I would 

L 
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Sheriff, an account of it, and desired him to redress any 
grievances he might labour un<ler.” What became of 
Mr. Hicky eventually we know not. As his name does 
not occur in that melancholy book, the Bengal Obituary, 
we are in hopes f;hat he managed to return to that 
country of which it was his boast to say lie was a free- 
born son. 


certainly have paid my respects to you this morning* and would have 
introduced my friend Captain Williamsou, a man of solid worth and 
an incomparable oiliccr. 

I am. dear Sir, 

Your most faithful and obedient servant, 

W. JONKS.’' 



NOTE. 


The fact of a large number of unpublirihod letters from Warren 
Hastings to his wife being in existence and available to the public, 
was first made known to readers in India by Mr. Beveridge in 1877 
in his valuable articles on Warron Hastings in the Calcutta licrierv^ 
These letters, with a vast amount of other papers relating to Hastings 
which have yet to be explored and utilized by the historian, were 
acquired by purchase by tlieliritish Museum only in 1872. It is with 
the letters only that we arc at preK(‘nt concerned ; these arc consi- 
dered so worthy of special care that they arc not shown to the appli- 
cant for them in the largo general reading-room, but iu»a smaller one 
in connection with that containing selected manuscripts. 

They are bound in a thin quarto volume, and an attempt has been 
made to arrarige them in chronological order, which has not been 
very successful, owing to many of the earlier letters being dated with 
the day of the week only. 

In the extracts which we give from them we have endeavoured to 
rectify this defect. 

The letters may be divided into three series : the first comprises 
those in original written from Calcutta in 1780, and are endorsed 

Letters from my excellent Husband when I was at Hngly and Chin- 
surar ” (.vif) ; during this absence of MrR Hastings the duel with 
Francis occurred. The next are not in original, but are thus endorsed 
in very faint ink— “ This paper contains a faithful copy of the letters 
conveyed in quills to Mrs. Hastings while Mr. II. was at Chuuar : the 
originals are iu Mrs. Hastings's possession together with the quills in 
which they arc enveloped.” The third series relate to Mrs. Hastings’s 
Voyage to England, and his own doings afterwards until he prepared 
to follow her. Almost all of the latter arc of extraordinary 
and one of them especially, that from Luckno\y. is full of interesting 
official details and reflections on the principles which he says always 
guided his public acts ; it would well repay the study of any biogra- 
pher in the future who may undertake the life of Warren Hastings, 
a subject which has not yet been done justice to. 
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NOTE. 


In the exccrpta that follow we have, as a g*eneral rule, g*iven the 
shoi*oer notes of the first series in full, from the rest we have only 
attempted to extract such portions ris may have a local interest and 
sig'nificanoe for us. and which ina,y tend to elucidate personal charac- 
ter and feeling, and help to afford a nearer view of the inner life of 
one who belongs to history. 

It may be useful to explain how those letters in all probability got 
separated from those, not superior in interest, which were long ago 
printed and published We may learn this from what Mr Gleig says 
in his preface to the memoirs of the life of Hastings Warren 
Hastings died in 1818 : soon after that the whole of the family papers 
were put into the hands of Mr. Southey, with the proposal that he 
should become the biographer of the lato Governor-General of Bengal. 
Having kept the papers a good while, Mr. Southey returned them 
with the avowal that he could not undertake so complicated a task. 
After a long interval a similar proposal was made to Mr. Impey, and 
to him the papers were sent; he kept them and labored at them for 
six years, but when he died not a word of the memoir had been writ- 
ten; and again the voluminous and deterrent documents found their 
way back to Haylesford, where they lay in absolute confusion until 
18iir>, when Mr. Gleig got them and was occupied with them for six 
years. AVith all those moves and changes it would be strange if 
some of the family papers did not get lost or separated : that the 
biographer felt this may be soon from this passage in his introduc- 
tion — “ The letters entrusted to me are not always consecutive, and 
it has unfortunately hapi>ened that precisely at points where most of 
all it was essential that 1 should find materials for my biography in 
the handwriting of the subject of it, such materials are wanting.” 

Accordingly, in the letters from Hastings to his wife which Gleig 
gives as being “ full of interest,” there are many allusions which are 
scarcely intelligible from want of letters that must have preceded 
them, and whose absence must have greatly perplexed the biographer. 
Thus, in the long letter from Benares written on his return from 
LiKj1:.iow and given in Gleig (24th September 1784) Hastings enu- 
merates for his wife ^the letters he had already sent her since they 
parted and those that he means to send hex still ; yet only one of the 
former is in Gleig, the three others being now in the British Museum, 
and of the seven which Hastings wrote in accordance with his ex- 
pressei intention of reporting further progress, four only are in Gleig, 
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the three others that fit in being* in the MuHcnm collection. Another 
instance of the unsatisfactorx incompleteness which Gleig’s work 
almost of necessity labored under may be touched on here. In two of 
the letters given in tlie memoirs^ expressions occur the import of 
which can only be guessed at by the reader, but wlfich the letters that 
have recently come to light fully explain as bfeing referable to, what 
may be alluded to as, a domestic incident in the life of Warren Hast- 
ings. There were no children born to Mrs. Hastings's second marriage, 
but she hift India with hope of offspring ; and much of her hus- 
band's anxiety about her voyage, and his eagerness to hear from her» 
proceeded from this cause. His letters, after the receipt of hers from 
St. Helena, are much taken up with this toinc. We liavc not thought 
it fair to extract for publicHtiou more on this point than was neces- 
sary to convey ohe fact, in explanation of the writer's elation, hopes 
and fears, acting up in this resptict. we hope, to the spirit of his own 
fooling.s when he says, I must not expose to writing thfc fond secrets 
of my breast which should be sacredly reserved for 3^011 alone.’’ 

Macaulay, who contributed his essay on Warren Hastings as a re- 
view of the memoirs by Gleig, did nob, it may be presumed, see any 
of Hastings's private letters save those given there ; he thus alludes 
to them — “ We may remark that the letters of Ha.sting8 to his wife 
are exceedingly characteristic. Tliey are tender and full of indica- 
tions of esteem and confidence ; hut at the .same time a little more 
ceremonious than is usual in so intimate a relation.*’ . . . . “ He 

seems to have loved her with that love which is peculiar to men of 
strong minds — to men whose affection is not casilv won or widely 
diffused.” 
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EXTRACTS PROM SOME 

of '®ai|i[iin Jastinp lo Ins Mift. 

{Hitherto unpuhlished.) 


Opposite Nia Soraiy 1 1 o'clock. 

My beloved Mauxan, 

I have found out a work for the cmploy- 
'ment of my thoughts witliout detaching them from my 
Marian. I am not u&cd to write to Queens, and never 
feel my own defects so much as when I presume to 
express the sentiments and language of one so much 
superior in the native excellency of both as my Queen 

is. Something too will be wanting in the formalities of 
address. The first I submit to your correction, and for 
the last you will con/^ult Mr. McPherson. When you 
have brought it to its proper form, write it at your 
leisure and send it under a good package to me that 
it may go by the Lively. I have just thought that if I 
should not have time to got your cover embroidered, it 
may as well bo done by Major Scott before he presents 

it. ^j5ut I believe I can contrive it. We are stopped here 
by the wind, the tide, and winding of the river. I am 
affraid {sic) you have made but little way, as the wind is 
still in an opposite direction to your course ; aud it is 
but little comfort to me that you move but slowly from 
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me. Remember me affectionately to Mrs. Mott^, May 
every blessing attend you, my dearest Marian. 

My heart is very heavy, 140 wonder. The bearer may 
bring a line from you ; only let it say 1 am well, if you 
are well. 

Yours ever, ever, 

VV. H. 


Monday evening, 

I intend to make a second trial of the Manego (sic) 
for the cure of my joints, which continue shamefully stiff 
and cramped. 

I find that Naylor’s distemper is that* for which 
Japan rice is a specific. I shall be obliged to you, there- 
fore, if you will either send me a little, or tell me^ where 
I can get it. I have seen nobody and heard nothing. 
But I have a letter from Madras, which mentions the 
arrival of the Company’s Ships York, London, Portland, 
and Bridgwater. The only nows of consequence is, that 
it is determined that I am to remain as long as I chose, 
but with the same associate. My compliments to Mrs. 
Ross and Bibby Mottd. 

(In due secpience, the three letters referring to the duel, 
given elsewhere, would come in here.) 


Calcutta, \dth August, Saturday ev'*:Qing, 

My dear Marian, 

I have’ nothing new to write to you but 
what jou will find in the enclosed letter. I now wish 
your return. Indeed I have all along wished it, though 
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for reasons which I have mentioned and for others which 
I have not, I opposed my owni inclinations. Sir John 
Day is arrived. I desire you to make my compliment 
to Mr. Ross, and express to him my concern to hear that 
he is ill. Adieu my beloved. I now grow impatient to 
■ see you. 

Your most affectionate, 

W. H. 

P.S . — Gull is come. I have quartered him with your 
Taylors {sic). 

Wednendat/ evening. 

(lie complains of having been out of spirits and health, 
.but tells her he is now bettor.) 

“ My sickness is no more than a cold, but it is tcjizing, 
and is much to me who am not accustomed to severe 
complaints and hate to have any. Yours alone, my 
Marian, are too much for me to bear. 

Scott certainly goes and wdth sj)ecial dispatches from 
me, which will oblige mo to make the most of my time 
to prepare them. For^this purpose I think of locking 
myself up for two or three days next week at Allipoor.” 

Calcutta, TTiw'sdny evening. 

My dearest Marian, 

I wrote an answer to your letter this 
mcnifihg and said in it too ^’ashly that 1 would make 
you another visit on Saturday ; but waiting to answer 
Mr. Motto's I have had time to recollect that I cannot go. 
I have, therefore, destroyed my letter. I have n# boat; 
I hate to borrow. I have a thousand things to do and 
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I am sadly out of spirits, having been all day tormented 
with a headache. I am glad that you resolve to accept 
no more invitations. Mrs. %Ross is too good not to 
approve your reasons, and if you visit npbody, nobody 
wdll be displeased ... I will bespeak your two cotfrees. 

Thursday night 

My Marian, 

You are really angry, almost cross, but I 
forgive you because you give me news of the amendment 
of your health, too good* to allow me to be angry too, 
and because 1 am too much pleased with the thoughts 
•of seeing you to-morrow to allow me to ^be angry 
with any one. 

(Here come in directions for posting horses, &c.) 

“ My plan is this : I go from Council into iiiy cliariot 
at two. I shall be at Barinagur before three. Tliere iny 
pinnace waits for me. Sir John accompanies me. What 
time I shall reach the carriage I cannot tell ; perhaps at 
six, perhaps at twelve. But be it at what hour it will 
1 must go pn, and I beg of you to contrive that I may 
not disturb the family when I enter Mr. Motto’s house. 
How that is to be managed God and you best know. 
I am sure I shall break your rest more by not coming at 
all than by coming late.” My Marian, I saw an alligator 
yesterday with a mouth as large as a budgerow and was 
told that it was of a sort which is very common, but 
this not so large. I shall never consent to your ^ing 
again to Beercool. Adieu my beloved ; a sound and 
sweet sleep be your portion for this night. I will bo 
your nurse to-morrow night. ^ 
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Cakutta, Friday night. 

My dearest Marian, 

f 

I have received your angry letter, but 
thank you for it notwithstanding ; a pity indeed ! I 
wrote to you lasfc night, and I sent away your Beauty 
to you this morning. Poor fellow ! it will be a kindness 
to him as well as to yourself, and to me too, if you will 
be content to walk him till you are both a little stronger. 
To-morrow I will send you your gun. I am just re- 
turned from a visit to Mrs. Scott. Scott is arrived also, 
and your daughter, a beautiful child. Mr. Irwin break- 
fasted with me, and appeared in such spirits tliat I 
ventured tp make enquiry about his wife, which I told 
him was on your account, and I believe you will rejoice to 
hear that she has been three days visibly mending, and, 
by his account, out of danger. I have migrated to my 
own house; but the Lyon roars so noisily, that, suspect- 
ing that he might disturb my rest, I am returned to 
our bed for the night. Noisily is not the proper term. 
The sound is like the scraping of lifty great kettles. 
I am well. As I am persuaded that your health depends 
on yourself, I do beseech you to be well too. Adieu. 

Yours ever, 

W. H. 


My Marian, 


Calcutta^ nth December^ Sunday. 


I have received your second letter. Have 
you had mine ? I now send you the gun which I 
promised. I think you will be pleased with it, because it 
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is fine. As to its intrinsic qualities I know nothing of 
tliem. If you use it, let ^ne beg of you to let somebody 
charge it who understands it,* and not to go into tlie sun, 
I repeat these as my earnest requests. , 

•! saw Mr. Wheler 

and Miss D. married* last night. How it agreed with 
them I know not, but it has given me a cold and sore- 
throat. God bless you. Would it not be kind, civil at 
least, if you were to write a short letter to her, express- 
ing y^our satisfaction, &c., and regret tliat you were not 
present ? I did this for you, and she said it was a pity. 

I liave sent y^ou the first volume of Col man’s Terence, 
and recommend it to you for an etpially entertaining 
and improving study. 

Will you give me as much of your white fur as 
will decorate a dressed suit for New Year’s Day, and will 
you tell me where I shall get it ? I desire you to acquaint 
Mrs. Motte that I intend to make a figure — and no 
inconsiderable one — in the waistcoat which she did me 
the honor to o:ive me. % 

Calcutta, 22n(l December, Friday evening. 

My beloved Marian, 

I never received a letter that gave me 
so much pleasure. I have not a word to say in answer 
but that I am happy, even in the exi)ectation of f^geing 
you in four days hence, and that if you disappoint me, 
I will not add the coilsequence. 

* Mr. Wholer, the Senior Member of Council, married, as his second 
wife, a Miss Durnford, whom he left a widow in October 1784. 
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I ought to bid you stay till after the first of January ; 
but'' if I do, I will be shot. I have something to write, 
but I have forgot it. Adieu my beloved. Compliments 
to Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Sand, Mrs. Samson, and dear Mrs, 
Mottd. How I envy her. Adieu. 

Yours ever ever, more than can be written, 

W. H. 

P.S , — Tell when you set off, and perhaps I may meet 
you if I have a chance of it. 


Saturday evening. 

I rode this morning to Gheretty, where T arrived a 
Jittle after eight; and am just returned. Lady Coote 
made i,iuuiy encjuiries after you, and said she hoped you 
would stop at Gheretty. The morning was pleasant, and 
though 1 rode near two miles beyond Pulta, and accom- 
plished the journey in two hours, 1 walked as many at 
Gheretty and felt no more fatigue than if it had been 
bed and airing. Arc not you glad of this ? 


Tliere «*ire a few more letters in this series, but they are 
chiefly taken up with tlie expressions of his longing to see her, 
and are written in a caressing, not to say uxorious strain. 
They are full of little trifling; in a postscript to one of them 
he says, ‘‘ I have written much nonsense, but it shall go to 
}>U/.zhi you. I believe people are most apt to be foolish when 
they are pleased.^’ 


From the next series of letters (from Chunar), which are 
only copies, no extracts have been made ; they are chiefly 
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about the campaign then going on (1781), and give an account 
of certain actions, <fec. Mrs. Hastings seems to have Reen 
staying during some of the time at Bhaugulpore with Sir 
Elijah and Lady Impey ; towarcfs her they are as endearing as 
ever. A passage in one of them lias Jbcen quoted in the 
article in the Calcutta Review before alluded to — “ Oh that I 
could see my sweet Marian for one hour! ” The ending of the 
last of them is, “ Adieu my beloved, my most amiable, my 
best Marian.” 

Mrs. Hastings sailed for England in the Atlas, Macaulay 
tells how famous was tlx; magnificence with which the Go- 
vernor-General bad the State cabin of the Indiainan fitted up 
, for her. He also arranged that her friend, Mrs. Motto, should 
travel with her. Among the passengers wer5 a Captain 
Power, Mr. Cleveland, and Mr. Phipps; a Mr. Dovetoii seems* 
to have been deputed to attend the Atlas to the Sarfdheads 
with the view of bringing back news of her so far. It seems 
highly probable also that Phipps was despatched as a fellow- 
voyager witli a similar object as far as St. Helena, i,e,^ to 
bring back to the anxious husband personal tidings of Mrs. 
Hastings, for in one of the letters given by Gleig, dated 
Benares, 1st October 1784, Hastings says to her, “ Last night, 
about nine o’clock, Major Sands Brought me the news of 
Pliipps’s arrival at Calcutta, and may God bless them both for 
it.” , . . “Captain Phipps writes that he had your 

orders to deliver your packet to me with his own hand, and he 
is coming with it. I have written to accelerate his coming by 
relays of bearers from two or three stages beyond Patna.” 
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Culpee, Sunday evenings IIM January 1784. 

My beloved Wife, 

I trust to tbf^ chance of Mrs. Sands reach- 
ing the Cape before you leave it for the safe delivery 
of this letter ; but I have little to write, and scarce a 
motive for writing, but to gratify my own feelings. I 
left you yesterday morning. I followed your ship with 
my eyes till I could no longer see it, and I j^assed a 
most wrfetchcd day with a heart swofn with affliction, 
and a head laging with pain. I have been three tides 
making this place, where I met my budgerow, and in 
it a severe renewal of my sorrow. The instant sight 
of the cabbin {sic), every object in it, and beyond it 
■ brought my dear Marian to my imagination, with the 
deadly reflexion that she was then more than 200 miles 
removed from me, and still receding to a distance which 
seems, in my estimation, infinite and irretrievable.* In 
the heavy interval which 1 have passdl, I have had but 
too much leisure to contemplate the wretchedm^ss of my 
situation and to regret (forgive me my dearest Marian, 
I cannot help it) that 1 ever consented to your leaving 
me. It appears to me like a precipitate act of the 
grossest folly ; for what have 1 to look forward to but 
an age of separation, and if ever we are to meet again, 
to carry home to you a burthen of infirmities, and a 
mind soured perhaps with long, long and unabated 
vexation. Nor is it for myself alone I feel, though I 
have been possibly more occupied than I ought to have 
been by the contemplation and sensation of my own 

Thb passage lias already appeared as a quotation in one of Mr. 
Beveridge’s articles. 
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suffering. Yours have been, and I am sure are at this 
time greater than my own^ and I fear for their effects* on 
your health. I shall dread jbhe sight of Mr. Doveton, 
Yet oh God of heaven 1 grant me good tidings by him. 
Indeed, my Marian, I think that have ill-judged. 
The reflexion has often for an instant occurred to me 
that we were wrong, but 1 constantly repressed it. I 
urged everything that could fix the resolution beyond 
the power of recall, and felt a conscious pride in the 
sacrifice I was preparing to make. It is now past. 

I said that I should trust to the chance of Mrs. Sands 
. delivering this l(‘>ttcr to you at the Cape. She is now in 
*thc Danish sliip, once the Fortitude, lying at*this place, 
and expects to leave the river on Thursday next; possi- « 
bly she may be later. I will send another letter to her 
from town. I shall sail again with this night's tide, 
and if 1 find myself within reach of Calcutta in the 
next, I intend to finish my voyage to-morrow in the 
feelchehra. Possibly my apprehensions may be less 
gloomy when I have quitted this weary scene ; but of 
one thing I am certain that no time, nor habits, will 
remove the pressure of your image from my heart 
nor from my spirits, nor would I remove it if I 
could, though it prove a perpetual torment to me. 
Yesterday as I lay ujiGn my bed, and but half asleep, 

I felt a sensation like the fingers of your hand gently 
moving over my face and neck, and could have sworji 
that I heard your voice. O that, I could be sure 
of such an illusion ds often as I lay down ! And the 
reality seems to me an illusion. Yesterday morning 
I held in my arms all that my heart holds deai^ and 
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now she is separated from me as if she had no longer 
ex&tence. O my Marian ! I ftm wretched ; and I shall 
make you so when you yead this. Yet I know not 
why, I must let it go ; nor can I add anything to alle- 
viate which I liavi^ written ; hut that 1 love you more 
by far than life, for I would not live but in the hope of 
being once more united to you. O God gi^ant it ! and 
grant my deserving my blessed Marian fortitude to 
bear what 1 myself bear so ill, conduct her in health 
and safety to the termination of her voyage, and once 
more restore her to me with everything that can render 
our meeting completely happy. Amen, amen, amen. 

Yours ever, ever affectionate, 

W. HASTINGS. 

(The next is written from Calcutta on tlio day after he 
reached it (12th January). In it occur these passages.) 

I am not yet reconciled to our separation, and it seems 
to me the greatest of all follies that I should have 
taken so much trouble to make myself miserable and 
you unhai)py, who were the object of it. I can now 
conceive many expedients by which the purpose of your 
voyage might have been as effectually answered and 
what may you not have suffered even in your health 
from this. But I will complain no more. Since my 
T&t\yrn I have had so much employment for my mind 
that it has been mjich relieved : yet the instant that I 
am left to myself, and my ivory cot affords me no com- 
fort, all my distresses rush back upon my thoughts and 
preseht everything in the most gloomy prospect. . 
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I talk to you, but I receive no answer ; nor can you 
bear me till I shall have forgotten what I liavc wriUen. 
I miss the sweet music *of your voice which none but 
myself have ever heard, and Jlie looks of heaven which 
1 am sure have never been cast but (tn me alone. I 
strive by the violence of imagination to see and hear 
you ; but I cannot yet effect it. Yet you are not a 
moment from my remembrance, nor would I for the 
world that you should lose your ))lace there, though you 
are a torment to me. I do not expect Doveton back 
these t(Ui days, and with what terror shall I meet him, 
yet how impatiently do 1 wait to see him; may he 
^hring mo good tidings of you, and I will he comforted 
for all the past. From the state in which he leaves you 
I shall form my judgment and with confidence of the 
remainder of your voyage. Remainder, good God; what 
a length is yet to come and how much more before 1 
can begin mine, that is, to convey me to you! But 
enough, enough. 

(The next ae.nouncos the arrival of Mr. Doveton on tlie 
night of the l lth, who tells him tliat the next news will bo 
hy the return of the Pilot ‘‘in sixteeA or seventeen days.’') 

“ . . . . I have begun to sot my house in order, 

and intend to give everything to the princi|)al charge of 
Francis.* I have ordered an advertisement to be made 
for the sale of Allipoor and Rishera, and shall clear myself 
as speedily as I can of other incumbrances. I shal^ gT) 
to Allipoor to-morrow (Friday) and pass the remainder 
of the week there, because it will be agreeable to Lady 

Dr. Francis, his own medical attendant, 

M 
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D’Oyly. When she leaves me, i believe I shall quit it 
for,ever. 

I am in hourly expectation of the determination of 
the Board on a point of very great cons(*quence to my 
credit in th<i close of my public service. I have made 
an offer of going to Lucknow for the })ur2K)se of making 
an arrangement of our concerns in that (government, 
the state of which you knew when you were with me. 
If 1 go 1 shall have a world of ilitticultiovS to encounter 
and hazard to my reputation, but I know that if any- 
thing can relievo the affairs of that countiy, iny pre- 
sence will (1 can say this to you, and you will not think 
it presumption); possibly I may close this by telling you 
that 1 do not go at all. 1 have done all that I could to 
gain this point, ))ut shall be glad in my heart if I am 
defeaied in it; for I wish it only on public grounds, 
every consideration of private interest strongly opposing 
it. T daily expect letters overland written after the 
receipt of mine by the Surprize packet in which I de- 
clared ray resolution of resigning iriy offtce, and desired 
that ray successor might be nominated : what may be 
the event of this declaration T cannot foresee ; but what- 
ever it be, my resolution is fixed and unalterable, and it 
will be so concluded when it is known that you are 
gone before me. 

have fulfilled every obligation which I owed to the 
service, and done almost more than any other man, 
agalinst such inducements as I have had to restrain me, 
would have done. But, iny Marian, do not entertain 
hopes of improvement in our fortune. If your love for 
me i^, as I am sure it is, superior to every other wisl),you 
must be content to receive your husband again without 
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other expectations — poor in cash, but rich in credit (at 
least lie liopes so), and in afhiction unexampled. He is 
infinitely more eoueerned* about his constitution than his 
wealtli, trusting to the justich of his country for at least 
a competency, and to the good sense of his Marian for a 
sufficiency in wliatover they may have for a subsistence. 

“ Since I wrote the preceding part of this letter, I 
have sc<ui Mr. Wilder ; he has promised his assent to my 
proposed visit to Lucknow, having declared the same in 
terms in a written minute to the Board, so that I have 
considered it as done past recall. Scott *wi 11 have the 
copies of what has ))assed in (council upon the occasion 
► if you wish to see tlieni. There is nothing in them, but 
their conclusion, in which you can be interesled.*' 


[•iGtli January 1784. Is endorsed— “ Received 20tli July.”] 

(Speaks of his intended journey to Lucknow; hy boat to 
Patna and to the banks of the ISoan, and thence (by land) and 
with a military escort.) 

“1 am not greatly afraid of what my friends in the 
Council may do in my absence, because I think they 
have not the courage to* recall or thwart me and render 
themselves answerable for the consequence 

“ I have advertised the sale of all my houses and 
grounds: Allipoor in three lots, the old house, the^netv 
houae, and the paddock. 1 have parted with all my 
mares except four, which have colts, and shall make other 

retrenchments in my expenses ^ But 

be it (his health) good or bad, I will live to see you in 
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England, and no consideration tliat the kings or Parlia- 
ments of the earth can offer irio shall prevail upon me to 
exceed the time wliich I have* allotted to the period of 
service ; and how, my Marian, will you receive a health- 
less and jiennjlcss husband? Will your heart reproach 
him with precipitancy and improvidence, or will it lay 
both to the account of an affection which could disregard 
Avcalth and every blessing upon earth if they could only 
be obtained by a separation from the object of it ? I 
have already yielded too much, too much to the opinions 
of others in consenting to, aye anl in urging your depar- 
ture, too much to the })ublic, which will not thank me, 
nor know the value of the sacrifice in remaining without » 
you 

“ I am ever, my dearest and most beloved of all women, 
your most faithful and most affectionate husband, 

WARREN HASTINGS/’ . 


Z\ at January ; closed 6/A February. 

(Acknowledges a letter from her by the Pilot; dwells on 
liis sorrow at her loss and his regrets that lie did not try some 
less radical expedient for the benefit of her healtli. He 
bemoans the death of Cleveland,* and the otlier afilietions 
wliich the voyage must have brought to her.) 

* Augustus Cleveland, Collector and Judge of lihauguliiore; he died 
on board the Atlas^ on 12tli of January 1784, aged 26. His remains 
pr(;served in spirit were brought back to Calcutta in the Pilot sloop 
wbicU attended tbo Atlas, and werc5 interred on :U)th January in Soutli 
Park Street Cemetery, where his tomb may st.ill be seen ; the slab of 
white marble on its front boars a long inscription, now bocoriiiug 
Bcarcelv legible, enumerating bis valuable services and bis porsontil 
qualities. 
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"And what were my reflexions while I passed from 
the ship to my pinnace. My imagination presented 
you before me as I hefd 5’ou in my arms but a ir-w 
moments past gazing with fondness and with de‘spair 
on all the wealth that my soul ever^ sought to amass. 
I still felt your sweet lips and the warm pressure of 
your last embrace, and my heart told me that I had lost 
you for ever. I taxed myself with indifierence to your 
happiness and my own, and was stupified with astonish- 
ment at the labor which I had with so ])erscvering an 
industry taken to destroy both. I had bestowed a large 
portion of 1113^ time on the means of arranging it. 1 
^•liad used contrivances to overcome some ^ difticulties 
which oppose it, and 1 had parted with a largo portion of 
my fortune to accomplish it; and having conducted 3^)11 
t(j the bur(h;rs of the ocean and seen 3’()u irrevocably de- 
))arted, 1 was returning with the contem])laiion of thti 
complete success which had attended so man3^ exertions 
and with a heart full of execration which had no object 

but m3^self for liaving made them 

" I return to my dear Marian, and shall borrow man\^ 
ail abrupt and solitaiy interval to indulge myself in 
this semblance of conversation with her ; ])ut how faint 
the resemblance. I experience indeed a momentary 
illusion, but it instantl3’' disappears and shows me 
througli the void all the delights of that entertainment 
wliose image 1 seek and which my fixmy cannot recover, 
the beloved face, the animated and varied exjn'ession of 
features, the look of benevoloiico * unspeakable, the 
sweet music of her tongue, and a thou^jand imperce])- 
tible graces that embellished her words and gavetthem 
the power of impression exceeding the strongest effects 
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of the understanding. Your letter presents none of these 
attractions, yet it contains your words and conveys your 
thoughts, and I had ratlier, brood over the iiieljiueholy 
passions excited by it than be a sharer in the most 
pleasing enter tainvients that nature or art could afford 
me. 


"'I have left Allipoor for ever” (but subse(piontly ho 
seems to have returned to it as it was only ‘ bonglit in ’). 

I have sold llishera for doubloitlie sum that wns paid 
for it. 

I go (to Oude) on a bold adventure, from a divi(l(‘d.. 
and hostile council to a scene of difficulties unsurmount- 
able, but by very powerful exertions, to a country wasted 
by famine and threatened with an invading (;nemy ; to 
a Government loosened by a twelve months’ distraction, 
its wealth exhausted, and its revenue dissipated. I go 
without a fixed idea of the instruments which I am to 
employ or the materials on which T am to act ; with great 
expectation entertained by others but veiy moderate 
of my own, and my .sujicriors at lioino la])oring to 
thwart, and if they can, detf*rmined to idinove me, and 
all this as well known to the In<]ian world as t(M)ui* own. 
Add to all the foregoing a mind uneipial to its former 
strength and a constitution very much imjiairiMl. Yet 
I go with confidence, and should go with a cheerful luiart, 
but 'for a strange sensation of. removing still further 
from my Marian, ^chough it is the time, not distance of 
place, that I ought to measure. 

" Mr. Wilder said that he would agree to it whenever 
the Nabob's invitation arrived, and Mr. Stables in his 
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coarse inaiiner objected, because he said he doubted 
whether the Governor could be lawfully absent, and ho 
expected me to be shoftly dismissed from my oflSce. 
These were not his words, but the sense was implied in 
them. New arrangements were shortly expected, he said, 
from England, and let them come, most joyfully should 

I receive and submit to them 

''Thomson* tells me that you carried with you copies 
of Munny Begum’s letter and of mine to the Court of 
Directors written in her behalf, and Davy says you have 
the lettei's from the k4ng and his minister with your 
titles ; I therefore do not send them. 

“ Tii'cttas lottery drawn and the prize has fallen to 
himself. In the enumeiatiou of articles of news I must 
not forget to inform you, my good Marian, that the 
Church scheme which you had so much at heart goes on 
most prosperously, and I expect the foundation to be laid 
in less than two months. The body will be a s(iuare of 
70 feet, and will bo decorated with a handsome steeple.i* 
" My lieart is filled with sentiments and emotions 
which I cannot write, but nothing new which you may 
not infer from those of your own. I never cease to 
think of you and with a tenderness winch no w<»rds can 
describe. I too severely feel that you form a part of 
my existence. 1 remember when the cares and fatigues 
of the day matle no impression on my spirits, because 1 


* The Company’s Advocate who auceeeded^lUr. Laurence, 
f The church alluded to here is the present St. John’s, the first 
stone of which was laid on (>th April 1784 : it was modelled after the 
Church of St. Stephen, Walbrook, in London, built by Wren. Lieut, 
of the Engineers, superintended its structure. 
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l(‘okod to the comforts which were to follow the close of 
them and which never failed to efface them. Do you, 
my sweet Marian, recollect with Avliat pleasure I always 
returned to you after a morning of fatigue — how j)eev- 
ishly I have sometimes resented your absence if you 
disappointed me of‘*your company at dinner — how often 
during the course of it I have (juitted my comi>finy to 
enjoy a momentary interval of your delightful conver- 
sation. And can I now lose you for eighte(‘n long months 
without impatience, without anguish ? Indeed T cruelly 
feel it. I miss' you in every instant and incident of my 
life, and everything seems to wear a dead stillness 
around me ; I come home as to a solitude ; I si^e a crow(h. 
in my house and at my table, but not the look of wel- 
come wliich used to make my home a delight to m(‘ ; no 
Marian to infuse into my heart the fulness of content, 
and make me pleased with everybody and with every- 
thing about me. Even in uiy dreams I have lost you. 
This is not all, but 1 must not expose to wi iting the 
fond secrets of my breast which should he most sacrc<lly 
reserved for you alone. I am unhappy, and sluill hcj 
so, nor do I wish to be otherwise till 1 am again in pos- 
session of you. 

was this day resolved in (^mncil, unanimously 
and heartily, to erect a monument to the memoi’}' of 
Mr. Cleveland at J3hauguli)oor.’'* 


♦ Bishop Ileber says in his Journal (1824) :—*■ Mr. Clovclaiurs numu- 
nient is in the form of a llindoo Mut, in a pretty situation on a ^^reen 
hill, and the natives still meet once a year in eoiisiderahle munhers 
and have a handsome pooja in honor of his memory.” lie also gives 
a trausUAiou of the inscription on it. 



TO ms WIFE. 


185 


nil February. 

The Ncptime, w^liicli w^ll carry this with public des- 
jmtchos to Cussora, will wait there for a returning packet 
amcl possibly fo# the reply to tliis. . . Write only 

by laud conveyances, none by sea wilUreach me.* I ata 
fixed in iny resolution to follow you by tlie end of 
December. Endorsed — Received on tlie evening of rny 
arrival in London, which was the 28th July.” 

(The next, 'written ‘‘off Nya 8erai,” says, that lie left for 
Lucknow on the evening of the 17th February? Dr, Balfour 
went with him ; Dr. Francis did not.) 


Nufldca^ 2Zrd Fehruany. 

I haVo found out a method to see and converse with 
you whenever I sleep; and T have had your company 
every niglit for tliese ft)ur niglits past, but you do n(>t 
always wear the looLs of kindness wdiicli I am sure y’ou 
always will wear if ever again I see y^ou in substance. 


* In those days, when England might have been at war any moment 
with a maritime power, nearly all important letters were sent in 
dnidicate. one copy by long sea, another by tlio route iiidic.'ited bore. 
Jlastingws letters, exeejit the portions ri'latingto very prixatc matters, 
wore copied by native clerks IIow long it took for the news dt thf^ 
outbreak of the European war to reach India i^ay be seen Irom this 
passage in Justice Hyde’s Journal. — *• Wo know via Suez, on (Jth July 
1778, that war had been declared between Enj^land and Franco at 
London on 18th March and iu Paris on JUlh ^la^ch. On J ul^’ lOth 
the Company’s forces took possession of ('haiulernagore.” 
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24//i February, 

Describes the progress of his journey : 

'' While I was preparing to land I received a parcel 
of letters which 1 took with me into my ^lalankeen, and 
the first subject of amnsemeiit which they presented to 
me was a private letter from Mr. Wheler and Stables 
communicatinuf the enclosed intelligence This was a 
line encouragement on the commencement of my journey 
to prosecute it to the length of 800 miles. It occupied 
my thoughts during the greatest part of the night, but 
(thank God) without spoiling my, appetite for breakfast. 

‘'On a full examination of it I do believe it to be a 
forgery, and if it is one, it was aimed at my present 
commission, though I know not how such a design 
could have originated, as this certainly did, at Madras. 
It is not possible for the Parliament to liave passed sucli 
unpopular and important Acts so early as September, 
for they were not in effect assembletl. Neither is it 
possible for the news of it to have passed from England 
to Bombay making a zigzag to St. Helena in three months 
and-a-half, as impossible is it that they should have got it 
at Tranquebar from Bombay in twenty-two days. Besides, 
what budget have I given to Major Scott, I believedt 
to liave been fabricated in the shop of Ld. M ^y.* 

"I should give one-lialf of in}’" 
life for the certainty of beginning tlie other half with 
^ou* to - morrow. But I would not wish for the 
immediate pos.ses.^ion even of suph a blessing, at the 
purchase of sucli a mortification as to be thrust out of 


Lord Macartuoy, Governor of Madras. 
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my scat by such fellows as Ld. M y, Mr. Fi'ancis, 

and General Richard Smith. 

‘‘ Your God-daughter is a very fine laughing girl.’’ 

(In the next he sends her apparently a copy of some poetry 
insj)ired by hi^ passion for her, conipo.<;ed in great part between 
Calcutta and Bhaugulpore ; lie asks her to keep and copy it.) 

And if it should prove the last of your volume, it will 
complete an assemblage of ^\^ich there arc/ew examples 
of so many poetical att5m{)ts, God knows whether good 
^or bad, produced from the strength of a mind heated bj’^ 
ftfve alone, without the least inspiration c>f natural genius, 
and without a sentiment in the whole collection that 
exceeded the truth, and few that equalled the feelings 
that gave birth to them. 

Find out means to let me know that you have received 
this, for I would not have it fall into other hands for 
the world, and should be grieved that you missed it.” 

(The next in this series is dated from Buxar, 8th March 
1784 ; the one following it is from Lucknow ; it is very long, 
consisting of six sheets of gilt edged cpiarto paper, each 
written on the four sides, dated 13th August 1784 ; received 
by Mrs. H., April 18th, 1785.) 

I am not pleased with Scott’s going into Parliament, 
and less with his annexing to it the plan of secltriifg 
his seat for myself. \ reserve to mystdf the juivilege of 
chnsirig my own mode of life, and shall (‘(u tainly not 
prel’er one wliich shall exact from me the sacrifice yf my 
ease and health and at the same time place me in a 
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condition unsuited to my talents. Another year in India 
will disqualify me to leave it, by the want of* means to 
pay my jiassage. 

“ I have resolved to carry Sands home wdth me, and 
David Anderson, whom I prevented from returning to 
England at tlie time that I undertook my pi'esent 
commission (i.c., the visit to Oudh). 

These are my two great agents. Sands manages all 
my expenses, and with such care^ and economy that 1 
shall be a gainer, instead rf losing, as I did by my last 
expedition, above a lac and-a-half of rupees. 


" I have been privately told that the friends of Richard 
Johnson are among my worst enemies in England. He 
is a sa4 fellow, if this is true. Be on your guard both 
with him and Middleton. 


How often have you heard me declare in the most 
resolute terms that T never would be seen b}^^ you under 
the disgusting circumstances of a state of sickness ; yet 
the last sixteen months that we passed together were a 
period of continued illness or of a habit laboring under 
the efl[*ects of illness. In all that long interval you were 
never from me, and where was my resolution ? 


Major Toone has often told me how much he was 
shocked at my appearance when he first saw me after 
his return to Bengal, and yet I was then thought, and 
thought myself, to be well recovered. 

“ You had been the close and hourly spectator of all the 
changes which I had passed through, my bosom associate 
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at a time iu which you ought to have been removed to 
a distance from me, and what was worse, in daily con- 
sultation with my pliysichins. 

“ It is true that I am indebted to my first illness for 
such a proof of your affection as is almost without 
example, nor in the whole course, or Muring the conse- 
quences of it, have I ever ))crceivod any alteration in 
that tenderness which I b(‘fore experienced and which 
eousti tilted the gnuit and only blessing of my life. Yet 
T almost regret that you did not leave me earlier, and in 
the many solitary m()in(;rds iu which my tPioughts dwell 
on thi‘ ivmembrance of those wliiidi I liave ])assed with 
without the mixture of other subjects (for you are 
never absent from my recollection). I canilot conquer 
the apprehension that liaving seen me so long under 
circumstances so unfavorahle, and these toi) the la.^t and 
of course such as must ever accompany your remem- 
brance of me, the delicac}" of your affecii(»n may suffer, 
if it have not already sufiered, some diminution. Were 
1 j)resent with you, my constant attentions and the 
evidmices which my love would produce every hour and 
every instant of its reality, would ])revent that efiect 
on a heart so generous as yours. But what have I now 
to support my interests in it during so long a sej)aration. 
You will rememher riiany^ instances of unguarded levity, 
])etulency, and tliat kind of indolence which wears the 
a])[)earance of indiiference : and I much fear that there 
will be more ready to obtrude themselves on yoifr re- 
collections than those instances of mj' behaviour which 
might excite your kinder remembrance of me. I Q^iuld 
run over a long catalogue of ofiences with which my 
conscience has often reproached me, and every trivial 
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incident wliicli could bear that construction, and which 
escaped my notice at the time in which it happened, 
now appears with a black dye.before me. It is not so 
in my remembrance of your l>ehaviour wliich I look 
back U])ou wjth love, respect, and admiration, and 
wonder how I coi*d<l suffer whole hours (but never <lays, 
there I must do myself justice) to pass without seeing 
you when you were but a few steps removed from me. 
Yet my sweet Marian, remember with what delight you 
have known me frecpiently cpiit the scene of business 
and run up ‘to . your apartment^ for the sake of deriving 
a few moments of reliel* from the looks, the smiles, and 

the sweet voice of my beloved. 

( 

‘'Among the many causes of uneasiness which I suffer 
in my present situation, there are two winch I can only 
mention to you, because to others I miglff expose myself 
to tlie ridicule of giving myself too much consequence. 

“It is possible that the mistaken zeal of my friends 
may prompt them to solicit for me the grant of lionors 
or a pension which I may be comiJelled to J’cject. You 
are already pretty well acquainted with my sentiments 
upon both these points. I should be sorry to be reduced 
to the necessity of doiiig what may be deemed by others 
presumption ; but as I am content to remain in the 
humble sphere in which I was born, I have a right to 
refuse whatever shall place me in an improper compari- 
son c^with others, to wliom 1 do not allow an equality 
with me. These rjpflexions have been thus renewed by 
an extract sent me, I forget by whom, of a newspa])er 
paragraph which I will enclose in this. 

“ My friends may proclaim my moderation, lest they 
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mistake in asserting that I nhM think my services re- 
tvarded hy ihe HaWamenf of a fifth or a sixth of 

tlie sum of Lord Clive’s jagheer for life, or by any settle- 
ment that shall terminate \Vitli my life. If any such 
provision shall be made for me, or any title given mo 
that shall place me on a level with IiIkS Lordship of 
Ma<lras, even your influence, my Marian, shall not prevail 
upon me to accept of either.” 

In the letter tlio newspaper cutting is enclosed — This 
jagheer,” it says, is Ai^O.OOO a year — a sum so enormous that it never 
did or could enter into tlie hey,d of any friend of Mr. Hastings to bring 
forward so extravagant or so barefaced a proposition to the consideration 
of a general court ; but the fact is. that, in conversations, and cori- 
•versations only, some very respectable and independent proprietors 
have observed that the falling in of (tho late) Lord chve's jagheer 
this year might give the East India Company a favorable opportunity • 
of rewarding tho services of Mr. Hastings by settling uppn him, 
when he quitn India, a fifth or a sixth part of the amount of it 
annually for his life, supposing it should appear, as it is generally 
understood, that his fortune i.s very inadequate to his station.” 

Tlio next is written from Alipore, Calcutta, 20th Novem- 
ber 1784. 

It is followed by one dated “ Alipore, Sunday, 5th Decem- 
ber 1784, closed the 8tli at night.” It is in answer to Marian’s 
letter from St. Helena,* **^ and dwells mainly on his deliglit on 
learning from it, that when slie left there on the 15th of May, 
it was “ in perfect health and in the full assurance of being in 


* He had previously answered the St. Helena letter in a j«bila«it 
tone from Benares in the postscript of his October letter thence, and 
also in a November letter from Calcutta (see Gleig), but in the latter 
he is quite silent about domestic matters, as though he cxpecj;^d that 
a letter sent by a subsequent opportunity would in all probability 

reach England first. 
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a state which iniglit in its event make me most truly the 
liaj)^)iest of all mankind.” 


“ I too, my Marian, have ofteti re})roached myself, and 
sometimes ungenerously murmured at you, for our separ- 
ation. It was,' I own, my act. But do not give me 
credit for it, I was provoked and intimidated to it. 1 
was told by everyone that it was absolutely necessary ; 
somebody, I forget who, I believe it was Sir Elijah, 
put the dreadful case to me that should you stay" and 
fall a sacrilice to my weakness, how would I reproach 
myself as the cause of your death. You too once said, 
f(H‘lingly, speaking of some lady^ who died, ‘ Ah I she 
staid a year too long.’ These reflexions stung me and 
fasbmed on my resolution. Yet am I now glad tliat 
it was so. [I now persuade myself that it has been 

the cause of saving your life Perhaj)s, 

too, it has been the preservation of my own, for 1 am 
not sure that I should have left Calcutta liad you staid 
in it.] The words thus [ ] marked were written by im- 
pulse and without reflecting that the event to wliich it 
relates is now ])ast the course of fate. It lias happened 
or is impossible. But I will let the words stand for a 
liappy omen. Ain 1 not superstitious ?” 


lie alludes to his haviug been ill and to her nursing liiin on 
a former occasion, and adds (referring to an illness he had 
after Marian’s departure) — 

“ I knew that if -it were possible for me to be blessed 
with your presence, I should find you as anxiously watch- 
ful for my safety, and feel the same effect of your 
kindness that 1 had done. I regretted the want of it, and 
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at the same time blamed the indiscretion that had ever 
allowed you in breach of my resolution and established 
maxim of years to appibach me in the hour of sickness. 
For this I a thousand times reproach myself, and think I 
know how to prevent the like weakness •hereafter. Yet 
would I give the world to attend you, had you the sa-me 
occasion, for cvcm sickness has not the power of making 
you unlovely, and I am sure it has ever heightened my 
love with the sight of your suffering, and the dread of 

worse. ......... 

• 

I am vexed that nobody will talk of you to mo. It 
was the case even when you were with me. No one 
•ever mentioned your name to me, except in tjie common 
form of civility. I must except Mrs. Samson ; she would, 
praise you to mo for an hour together, and had sh^ been 
fond of talking, it was the sure way to engross all the 
conversatiorp to herself, for I never interrupted her but 
to encourage her to lengthen the subject. 

“ My mind is naturally gloomy and yours sprightli- 
ness itself, which has some time changed the quality of 
mine.” As an ancient poet, speaking of his Marian, says 

‘And sprightliness whose influence none can feel, 

But catch the infection, and enliven’d grow.’ 

(After alluding to the storms, &c., which she tells him of 
in her St. Heleua letter, he adds — 

^"What might not have been the consequence of sojnaqy 
complicated assaults on my poor Marian’s tender frame, 
especially the last ; how fatal to our hopes, and even to 
our existence, for I am convinced that mine is bcfl3[S.d to 
yours, and I hope it is. But .1 ought not to conlplain, 

N 
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since it has proved the strength of your constitution in 
that, particular about which 1 am now most anxious. 

‘‘ But the event is past conjecture, liopes, and wishes. I 
will arm myself for the worst, I will let the best operate 
as it may, that I shall be most unpliilosoijhicall j elated 
with it. 

“You conjure me not to set my heart on it. In- 
deed but I do, and so peremptorily, that it will be almost 
broken if I an;i disappointed ; but I ought not to say so, 
considering what may have happened when you are 
reading this.* 

“ Oh my Marian ! what a surprise of pleasure is it to* 
, me to read my own maxim in the following quotation of 
one of, yours — ' Besides ' (I must ([uote the whole be- 
cause 1 am proud of it), ' besides you have that self- 
satisfaction, and it has always been your characteristic 
that you on all occasions have acted as a man of virtue 
and honor ought to do, wdiatevor conse(|uences may 
ensue. Surely that is a bliss, &c.' If 1 add the con- 


♦ That these hopes were doomed to disappoiiitmcDt may be seen 
from the opening’ sentences of one of the letters in Gleig, dated 20th 
December 1784, Calcutta— “ I have received your letter of 3rd August 
informing me of your safe arrival in England. I received it on my 
return from the play. I could not go to bed, but sat reading it till 
past two, and afterwards lay long after counting three without being 
able to-olose my eyes. Whether I was happy or unhappy in reading 
it I cannot toll you. I fear my disappointment on one subject equal- 
led my joy for your safety — the close of your perils and the promise 
that would soon he as well as you ever had been at any period of 
your life. 1 have since thought only on the good ; and 1 thank God 
for it.” 



TO HIS WIFE. 


195 ^ 


text my eyes will overflow ; they do almost, and I shall 

not see to write it correctly ^ . 

I may not know it before the proper time of ray depar- 
ture, as the event cannot fiave much exceeded the end 
of August. To reason upon probabilities on such a 
subject may be useful to myself, f)iit must be totally 
uninteresting to you, who know what has passed and 
may in one event (which God forbid, for yet something 
is left even in the happiest state for a reverse) renew 
your afflictions. 1 am not happy, my Marian, while 
my heart swells witli^the hope of supreme liappincss ; 

1 hope too much to be easj". 

» I have this morning (the Sth) received ajetter from 
the Prince addressed to you, witli a present of a rezy ^ 
and a sliawl-handkorchicf. These 1 will send you by 
the Siir 2 )vmi, They are according to the cticjuette ; so 
accept them as they are intended, and don’t examine 
them by their qualities, for they are of ordinary fine- 
ness. 1 am pleased with this mark of his delicacy and 
attention, for I am sure it proceeded from himself. I am 
not a little pleased that you should receive this evidence 
of the notoriety of the Govcrnor-Gencrars affection for 
his Marian. Had you been merely his wife, the Prince 
woyld no more have thought of paying this compliment 
to you than of writing to the Queen of Slieba. 

And the letter will please you ; Scott is translating 
it. I will enclose the translation with it in this leiter., 

“ I have yet an hour’s work to put fiill that I have writ- 
ten to you in three long letters into their proper i^ack- 
ages with their enclosures, which are many. This will 
only enclose the two letters from the Prince and iStunny 
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Begum, with a little one from Capt. Scott accompanying 
theiii. I could not refuse him, and what he Avrites is, 1 
am sure, the tribute of a good heart.” 

(The last is dated Calcutta, 29tli Dcceiriber 1784. In it 
he writes his dcteriiiiiiatio!i to sail in the Jicrrlngton in the 
following month.) 

'' Mr. Pitt’s bill, and the injurious reflexions Avhieh he 
has cast upon me, arc the grounds of this rc.solution ; 
not as they excite my resentment, for I have not sufiered 
a tlioiight of myself to intluenco me, but as they are 
certain indications of his accpiicscenco in my return 
according to the terms which 1 have constantly stated as 
those Avduch should determine it. One obstacle yet 
remains, and tliat I shall immediately put to the trial. 
You kfiOAV the promise Avhich T liave made to the Nabob 
Vizier. Tliat I must fulfil, and you will jirobably know 
the result before }'ou receive this. 1 have said notliing to 
Scott* about Mr. Pitt s bill, because I should hurt his feel- 
ings, and T know that ho was not aware of its malignity ; 
yet I must say to you, but to you only, that his support of 
it astonishes me, for an act more injurious to his fellow- 
servants, to my character and authority, to the Company, 
to the proprietors especially who alone have a right to my 
services on the principle of gratitude, and to the national 
honor, could not have been devised, though fifty Burkes, 
Foxes, and Francises had clubbed to invent one. I am. 
A^en,%ut keep myself so by attention which would bo 

* Tfeere were two officers of tMs name-brothers, wc believe : Major 
Scott was in England at this time, Captain (Jonathan) Scott was in 
India. ‘ 
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misery to another. But what care I for society. My 
days pass in incessant writing, reading, hearing, an(14.alk- 
ing, and even close with weg<riness and little headaches 
which sometimes grow to great ones. If I am doomed 
to remain another year, and survive \,t, Tmust carry wit- 
nesses of my identity, or return like Ulysses an old man 
and a beggar to (6‘?V;) Penelope, and with only one 
sCar, which can not be seen, to convince you that I am 
your husband. Don’t practice Mrs. Blairs advice to Mr. 
Cooke upon me 

Adieu my most beloved, 

W. IL” 



•+9H— 

The incident in tlic Calcutta life of Philip Francis, 
which maintains a notoriety second only to that of his 
duel with Warren Hastings, is his appearance before the 
Suj)reine Court as defendant in a suit successfully insti- 
tuted against him by G. F. Grand. 

The circumstances which led to a Member of the 
Government being forced to occupy so unenviable a posi- 
tion were first brought directly to the notice of Indian 
readers by Sir John Kaye, nearly forty years ago, in a 
very bitter article on Francis, in the second volume of the 
“ Calcutta Keview.” 

Kaye derived his information altogether from the 
account written by the plaintiff many yeais after the 
event in the Narrative of the Life of a Gentleman 
long resident in India/' from whicli he gave an extract 
detailing some of the more prominent facts constituting 
the wrong which necessitated a rccomse to law. Mr. 
Herman Merivale, who completed and edited the Memoirs 
of Sir Philip Francis, published in 1807, when dealing 
with the Calcutta scenes in this domestic drama, is 
obliged to rely entirely on the extract quoted in the 
* Revie^^S* and alluding to the ‘ Narrative/ says, — '' I have 
never fi?een this very scarce production.” English writers 
and others who have in recent years touched on this 
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subject have followed the account reproduced in the 
Memoirs, and seem to have adopted the view held .both 
by the editor of the lafter ^and the Calcutta reviewer, 
that, however desirable it is, as a general rule, to avoid 
such subjects, there are occasions when* they justly fall 
within the province of the biographer. It will not be 
difficult, for instance, to show that the incident in ques- 
tion was “ not merely a domestic episode in the life of 
Francis,” but one, the consequences of which tended to 
embitter his resentment against Tmpey — an incentive to 
action on the part of good a hater as Francis, which 
bore fruit a thousainl fold a few years afterwards. 

. As regards the lady concerned in the Calcutta proceed- 
ings, Freiicli writers naturall}" take an interest in the 
career of one, who emerged from obscurity to occupy a 
very conspicuous position in the highest Parisian society, 
as the Princess of Boiievcnto, several yeaVs afterwanls. 
Conjecture had, of course, long been busy as to the 
antecedents of a lady so suddenly exalted, and stories 
vague and shadowy and remote from truth were in 
circulation about them. However, long before her death, 
oven curiosity about her seems to have subsided, and for 
the generation succeeding, her name ceased to otter a topic 
of commentary. But, on the publication of the Memoirs 
of Sir Philip Francis fifty years after bis death, circum- 
stances wei'c brouglit into prominence which revived an 
interest that had long slept ; and English* and French 

m » 

* A note iu the ** Wostminstor Review.” says: — That 

not even scandiil — not even scandal judicially attested is iuiiaortal, is 
curiouflly exemplified by the fact that Lady Rrowulow, iu her .'•jcfeutly 
published Reminisceucea, showed total unacipiaintance with t^is frail 
dame's Indian antecedents and adventures, and spoke of her as Mrs. 
Grant, an American lady.” The note then goes on to itself repeat 
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reviewers, in dealing with the Memoirs, recalled a forgot- 
ten (yiiiso celehre, and confessed that till they a{)pearcd, 
little was known of the Indian antecedents of a lady, 
who is thus alluded to by one of them : “ Parmi les 
contemporaines 'de |d.adame Recamier il en fut line (|ui, 
treS'belle ausi, avait vainement en pour premier adorateur 
un (Ics homines les plus spirituels do I’Angleterre, Sir 
Piiilip Francis, a qui sont attribiu'cs les famenses 
Lettres de Junms ; et pour epoux M. do Talleyrand, 
repute le plus |in des diplornates europeeiis.'’* 

The same writer says, that the' lady arrived in Paris 
from India after a number of adventures — '' suflisant 
pour rivalis^r avec la fianct^e du roi de C}arbe.”*f The’ 
comparison is a harsh one, but the fragmentary form in 
which anything relating to Madame (Jrand has come 
befoi'e the general reader, would leave room for mindi mis- 
representation, as would the gossip, resting often on very 
slender authority, which tradition has associated with 
her name. It is remarkable that even the author of the 
Memoirs of Sir Elijah impey says : — '' I do not remember 
to have once heard my father relate the circumstances of 


some of the inaccuracies still current, regarding- those antecedents. 
Lady Brownlow, as Lady Emma Gust, was, in 1814, the guest of Lord 
and Lady Castlereagh in Paris, we believe. She dined at Talleyrand’s, 
and made the acquaintance of the Princess, and what she doe« say of 
her in the Reminiscences of a Septuagenarian, published in 1808, is : 
** Her antecedents would not bear very close enquiry ; sho was, 1 
be?ieve<*either English or Scutch by birth, and had been in India as 
Mrs. Grant.” 

* M. Amedee Pichot, m la Revue Britannique : We are indebted 
to this gentleman for much curious information collected conoerning^ 
Madame de Talleyrand, which we shall have the pleasure to acknow- 
ledge again. 

t Readers of Boccaccio will appreciate the allusion. 
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the trial, nor do I fiud a single allusion in his papers* to 
the cause of Le Grand (sic) versus Francis, which j)ro- 
• duced so great a sensation in^Calcutta at the time.’' 

Tt is proposed, therefore, to now re-tell, in a more con- 
nected form than has j^et been atteiiy)teTl, the story of 
this celebrated cause, and to briiiix toefothcr the circum- 
stances surrouiulin<x and arising out of it. With this in 
view recourse will had to a .source not hitherto made 
use of, — vh., the original record of the trial itself as pre- 
served among the archiv^cs of the Calcutta High Court. 

Jt \vill be convenient, in the first place, to see wdio and 
*.what the plaiutilf was (as after the la}>se of so many 
j^ears some misconception exists even on this*p<Dnt), and 
from this (piarter to get a look into Anglo-Indian* 
society in the last century, b}^ tracing him through hivS 
career, both btjforo and after the painful domestic episode, 
which has rescued his name from oblivion. 

Of Madame Grand herself but little can be told up to the 
time when she left India. After that there is a long por- 
tion of her life, during which even tradition is almost, and 
probably ever will be, silent; but from the time when her 
name becomes connected with that of a great historical 
character, materials are not wanting to follow her career. 
An outline of this, gathered from French and other sources, 
will be given to complete the sketch before wo take 
leave of her. 

Mr. George Francois Grand was not “ established in 
business at Chandernagore,” as the biographer of Frjtucis 

* The present writer took occasion to verify this in a search through, 
the Impey MSS. in the British Museum. 
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and other writers assume ; but he was a member of the 
Indian Civil Service duly appointed in England, and 
had previously been in the^ Company’s Military Service. 
It will be best as we go on to let him, as a general rule, 
tell his own story, by placing before the reader extracts 
from his quaintly written ' Narrative ’ — a source from 
which wo shall have occasion to make copious drafts. 

And first a word or two about this book. There is a 
copy* of it in the British Museum, on the fly-leaf of 
which, written apparently in a senile hand, is this note 
signed Jno. flow : ♦ 

“ The annexed Narrative was the first book printed in the 
English language at the Cape of Good Hope, and was given 
to me by Mr! Smith.” 

The book is a thin quarto of seventy-five pages, and 
an Appendix of xxxi. Its full title is — 

“NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE 

OF 

A GENTLEMAN LONG NESIMNT IN INDIA, 

COMPKKUKNDINO 

A period the most eventful in the history of that country, 
with regard to the revolutions occasioned by European inter- 

* The India Office library contained, for many years, a copy of this 
scarce publication, which disappeared a few years ag'o under jicci- 
dental circumstances not necessary to be detailed. This was, most 
probably, the copy made use of by Kaye, but he extracted from it 
only enough (and this on one or two special points) to arouse a 
curiosity to see more, as the writer had evidently resided in India 
during stirring times. Kaye shows what misrepresentations as 
regards the after career of Mr. Grand might have been avoided 
(notably by Macfarlane) if this little-known Narrative had been 
consulted. The present writer looked for it in vain about ten years 
ago in ITae British Museum, but lit on it there most unexpectedly, in 
1878, a copy having been obtained by purchase in July 1874. 
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forenoe, and interspersed with interesting anecdotes and traits, 
charactoristical of those eminent persons who distinguished 
themselves at that juncture. 

CAPE OP GOOD HOPE : 

PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR. 

1814.” 

An ‘ advertisement’ on the first page tells the reader 
that — 

“ I had long determined upon writing a narrative of my 
life. It was suggested t(5 mo by friends who felt for the 
vicissitudes which I had experienced. I began it therefore in 
J801, and continued it from time to time, till, in ISOcS, I have 
brought it to a close. ^J'he reason of the delay in its publica- 
tion has been detailed by Notification inserted in the ‘ Ca}>e 
(lazetto.* I thsink those who have now atforded mo thc*oppor- 
tunity of giving it to the world without subjecting me to a 
pecuniary loss.” 

Whoro opportunities exist for comparing portions of 
the Narrative with contemporary or collateral authori- 
ties, it will be found to be reasonably accurate, some 
allowance being made for one who is stating his own 
case, and who is writing of events long gone b}^ and at 
an age when memory must have lost much of its tena- 
city. When we come to speak of the latter portion of 
his book, however, we shall have to notice one or two 
rather disingenuous suppressions. 

As was not uncommon, the Narrative is in the form 
of a letter to a friend, and thus opens in the old 
fashioned stereotyped way : 

Born of a >irtuous and noble family (my mothePs»narne 
being le Clorc de Virly, which Virly was a seiguorial patrimony 
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in Normandy, long tlie property and residence of her ancestors 
till Jhe despotism of Louis XIV, by the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantes, drove the Seigneur do Virly to take refuge 
with his family in England, leaving his fair possessions and 
wealth to the spoil of a tyrannical king.) Educated at Lausanne 
(in the environs of which delightful city and country the 
Lordship of Ecublanc, situated on the banks of the lake of 
(Icncva, between Lausanne and Merges, had long been the 
seat of the Grands) in the house and under tlie sui)eriii- 
tendence of the best parents, assisted by a private tutor, a 
clergyman living in the house, and with whom I used to 
attend the lectures of the first professors of science in that 
celebrated University, I could not otherwise be formed, when 
I opened my career in the world, but with a disposition 
inclined to honor, virtue, and fraught wdth every social tie.*^ 
His father having a large family accepted the offer of 
an old mercantile friend in London, Mr. Robert Jones 
of Clement’s Lane, Lombard Street (afterwards an East 
India Director and M. P. for Huntingdon), to receive his 
son as apprentice for seven years, gratis, with the view 
of his succeeding at the end of that time, to a regular 
business estimated to bring in about £5,000 a year. 

The next extract will show how Mr. Jones received 
the youth, who arrived in London “ in charge of a voi- 
turieiV’ and how young gentlemen were taught to 
become British merchants a hundred years ago : — 

welcomed me most roughly ; he asked me indeed how 
my hither and mother were, and if I had brought him any 
Gruy^re cheese, which, the voitiirior answering for me in the 
affirmative, seemed to work a happy change. Ho smiled and 
bad& me approach him ; called for the footman, and, observing 
his spare beds were removed to the country, committed mo 
to the care of him, who was directed to afford mo half his bed 
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to sleep on. The next morning, after breakfasting with 
Mr. Jones, I was introduced into the accounting house, an(J my 
first duty prescribed to sec ft cleaned, the fire well lighted, the 
desks brushed, the chairs, &c., &c., well placed, and told I 
should be favoured to run about with bills fi;r acceptance, fts 
soon asl became acquainted a little with t*lie streets of London 
to be able to find my way in them, until when I was ordered to 
accompany the footman, who on such errands threw oft' his 
livery jaclcct, to assume an old brown coat cast off by his 
master, and he was enjoined to point out to me the principal 
resorts whore this duty called him, after iny 2)?gtail had been 
changed for a cropped head of hair, in order, as Mr. Jones 
jivittily remarked, tlie people might not take mo for a French 
fhonkey imported on English grounds. • 

And now, my friend, view the contrast wdiich so sudden a , 
change created ; picture to yourself a youth dressed iu em- 
broidered aud laced clothes, curled head and chapeau bras, 
solitaire and sword by his side, accompanied and introduced 
by his tutor into the first assemblies, both public and private, 
taught by the attoutiou of those frequenting* them almost to 
consider himself a man, aud behold the transition of the 
same youth in a plain English frock, round hat, and hair cut 
close, trudging after a footman iu all weathers through the 
streets of London ! 

“ The disgust was natural. I seized the first moment of 
well grounded discontent to absent mj^self.” 

Finally, through the interest of an aunt, he got a 
iiominati<ui to a cadetship in Bengal, aud sailed in January 
1766 in the Lord Camdem, in which he found hnnselt 
accommodated with eleven writers, bach with a stand- 
ing bed in the great cabin, not one of which gentlemen, 
excepting Mr. Jdfin Makepeace Thackeray, of Hadley, 
is now (1802)^iving.” 
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They anchored in Madras in June, where he waited on 
Mr. Palk, who from being chaplain had succeeded Lord 
Pigot in the Government. In Calcutta he was well 
received by Clive, who regi^etted that ho could not 
entrust one so young with a commission, but who sent him 
up to join the second Brigade wdiich stood on the roll for 
field service, with an injuuction to its commanding officer 
to let him act as ensign as soon as he seemed fit. Before 
very long he got a commission as Ensign signed by Clive. 

In 17G8 he became a lieutenant, in which lank he 
served till IT'fS (without apparently seeing any active 
field service), when, owing to brok(m health, he was 
“ ordered by the Faculty to make a trip to Euroi)e/’ To 
follow this prescription involved ai those days resig- 
nation of the service — a step which he most reluctantly 
took, and returned to England. Prior to embarkation 
he remained three months at Calcutta with Gc'iieral 
Anthony Polier, when he saw a good deal of AVarren 
Hastings, then the Governor. He gives a curious glimpse 
into the social life of the Presidency during the sojourn. 

Eventually he obtained a writersliip on the list of 
1776, which station was accepted accom])anied w-ith 
the assui’ance that I should be so recommended to 
the Government of India as to be deemed eligible to 
such situations as Factors were placed in.’' He arrived 
in Calcutta in June 1776, and having been entrusted at 
Madras with official despatches from Colonel Macleane 
to the Governor-General, he “ was received by Mr. 
Hastings with that affability, and benevolence wliich 
weie so characteristic in that great man, and directly 
was t|iught to consider myself an inmate of the family 
and one partaking in a certain degree of nis confidence. 
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having the honor of being admitted to his bureau to 
transiuibe his official despatches and secret papers/* 

But let us pass on to Where the Narrative introduces 
us to the lady whose beauty, and the strange fortune to 
which it conducted her, made her at one time a celebrity 
even amongst the highest in Europe : 

“ While I remained in the family of Mr. Hastinofs I was in 
the habitude, with my friends Majors Palmer and Gall, to make 
occasional excursions at the end of the week on the river. Our 
rendezvous generally was either at the lamented Mr. Croft/s 
plantation of Sooksagur, •in which he had introduced the 
growth of the sugarcane, or at Ghyretty house, the residence 
V M. Chevalier, the Governor of the French Settlement of 
Chauderiiagore. At tLiS gentleman’s mansion there reigned 
the truest hospitalit}" and gaiety. His admiration and personal 
frieiidsliip for Mr. IT. insured the most welcome rocepfion to 
those who were patronized by this excellent man. In one of 
those trips from the Presidency I formed an attacinnent to 
Miss Niiel Catherine Werlcc, the daughter of Monsieur Werlee, 
Capital no du Port and Chevalier de Saint Louis, a respect- 
able old mail whose services had deservedly merited this 
mark of distinction from his sovereign. AVe wore not long in 
expressing to each other our roci])rocal inclinations, and our 
engagement in matrimonial alliance took ])]ace, which wc 
agreed should be solemnized so soon as I could obtain a situ- 
ation which might enable me to commence housekeeping. 

The considerate Mr. Harwell, becoming acquainted with 
our mutual wishes, and pleasingly, as he said, desirous to 
alleviate the sufForiiigs of a young couple ardent to be united, 
opened of himself the subject to me, and,’ with tliat liberality 
of mind which he truly possessed, authorized me to 
to Mr. Hastings tliffi whatever he could devise for my Tjelfaro 
should moot wi^f his hearty concurrence. The Paymastership 
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to tho Garrisons was the first office which became vacant, and 
to this I should have been appointed had not Mr. H. sacredly 
engaged his promise for that station to Mr. Knoller. By the 
removal, however, of Mr. Coates at the same period to tlie com- 
mercial residency of Chittagong, these worthy friends obtained 
from the Board of TWtde for me, tho office of Secretary to the Salt 
Committee, and Head Assistant and Examiner j]i their Secre- 
tary’s Office, then tho 2 >resent Mr. Charles (h-ant, the Director. 

‘‘These situations, producing an income of thirteen hundred 
rupees per month, I felt at full liberty to* claim from the 
young lady and her worthy parent, tho performance of their 
promise. The 10th of duly 1777 Svas accordingly fixed for 
the auspicious day, and as Miss Werlee was of tho Catholic 
persuasion, jt became necessary for us to be married both ifi 
the Romish and the Protestant Church. To these wo con- 
formed. On the morning of that day, at one a.m (sic) tho 
Popisli Priest legalized our uuion in the church at Cbanderna- 
gore, and at eight the same morning at Hiighely house, where 
my old Benares friend Thomas IMottee, Esq., dwelt. Tho Kevd. 
Dr, William Johnson, by special license* from tho Governor- 
General, pronounced, I had fondly hoped, our indissoluble tie 
in this world so long as our respective career of life lasted. 

“ I might well have entertained a reliance of this nature, 
for never did an union commence with more brightening 

* The marriage may be seen thus recorded, by the Chaplain who 
officiated, in the register now existing at St. John’s Church, Calcutta : 

“.////y 1777. 

“ Mr. Francis Grand, writer in the Hon’ble Company’s Service, and 
Miss Varlc, of Chandernagore. 

' WILLIAM JOHNSON, Chajjlainr 

We are indebted to the courtesy of M. de Lessard and of Monsieur 
r Ahho Barthet for the knowledge that the original record of this, 
marriage does not now exist at Chandernagore • the changeful times 
through which the French Settlement passed since, ^then will account 
for this. 
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prospects ; on onr parts it was pure and disinterested, and 
l)lessed with the sinccrest attachment. This continued, I may 
aver, to the cruel moment which separated us never to Inoct 
joj^aiii. Those who frequented hiy house verified the same. 
When called upon for their evidence befor^' the Tribunal of 
Justice in order to identify the person ^dio had committed 
the irreparable injury, and who with the boldest effrontery had, 
as will be seen, denied in writing his trespass, it was evident 
how they sympathized in n|^ unfortunate lot. To the question 
lepoated by the llench of Judges to each witness, their 
answer was uniform : ^ You were accustomed^ sir, to visit at 
.Mr. (Jraml’s house; did y<Ki ever observe any mark of disunion 
between them r ^ On the contrary, my Lords, the happiest 
**lomestic union, and we remarked that the most minute and 
rocijirocal attentions prevailed until this fatal event,’ ” 

When Mademoiselle Werlee became Mrs. Grand,* she 
\va,s about three months short of fifteen years of age, 
having been born at the Danish Settlement of Tranque- 
bn.i* on the Coromandel Coast, on the 2l9t of November 
1702. Her motlier’s name i.s given as Laurence Allaney, 
of what nationality does not appear. 

It is customary, especially amongst French writers, to 
s|)eak of Mrs. Grand as an ‘ Indian,* or even as a 
‘ rreole.’ Tallej^rand himself writes of her as Une 
Iinlionne bicn belle,’* and Najudeon at St. Helena referred 
to her as “ Anglaise ou Indieime ;*’ these allusions to her 
Indian origin seem intended to conve 3 >^ the imjiressiou 

* Her huRband being an Englisbman (by adoj>tion), it was as J/a?.” 
<ri and that she was spoken of when in Calcutta. As such he always 
nuiiitious her. The French form “ Afaflanu /' by which she iJ now 
most generally alh^d to, dates from the period of her European 
iiotoriety. 
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that she was not directly sprung from unmixed European 
stock. But her enduring comeliness, whicli charmed long 
after middle life, is opposed td this, as indeed is the 
physical character of her beauty which contemporaries 
have handed down. In all probability it would be as 
inaccurate to designate her as an East Indian ” (in our 
acceptation of the word), in whose case, as a rule, '' when 
youtli is gone all is gone,’' as i^jiwould be so to describe 
the offspring of European parents because born in Cal- 
cutta to-day. 

All authorities agree in test* lying to the extreme 
beauty of Mrs. Grand : in face, form, figure, and graceful- 
ness of carriage she seems to have presented a combi/ 
nation quite unrivalled. But beyond this she was 
dowcu’cd with that I'are and special beauty, which per- 
haps faiiks highest in the scale of female attractions, 
and commands (as ever) universal admiration — a glorious 
head of hair; one enthusiastic French writer alludes to 
this feature of hers as la ])lus belle chevelure blonde^ 
qui ait peut-etre jamais existd.” 

We shall have occasion further on to refer to the 
matured beauty of her later bloom, but the following is 
from the descrij)tion of her in the morning of her life, 
given by Francis to his second wife. All that this lady 
tells on this subject, as said to come from Francis, must 
be taken with the greatest reservation ; but on this point 
her testimony is in harmony with that from independ- 
e'nt sdurccs : “ Mrs. Grand was at that time the most 
beautiful woman in Calcutta SheVas tall, most ele- 


♦ Hgr birthplace being Tranquebar, may she noi^^ave sprung from 
the fair-haired Danes, on one side at least ? 



MADAME GRAND. 


211 - 


gantly formed, tlie stature of a nymph, a complexion of 
uiie(|uallcd delicacy, and auburn hair of the most liycuri- 
ant ])rofusion ; fine blue ey^s, with black c^^e-lashes and 
brows gave her countenance a most piciuant singularity.*’ 
The writer in the Calcutta Review,’^ before quoted, 
says that ''her picture painted by Zoffani* now (1844) 
adorns the walls of Mr. Marsliman’s residence at Seram- 
pore and with a discrimination which perhaps is some- 
Avhat ex post he adds, — “ there is more of feminine 

softness than of strenojth of character in her fair counte- 
naTice; — the sensual prevails everywhere over the in- 
tellectual.” 

A painting of her by Gc^rd may still be ^seen in the 
Musee at V(‘rsailles. This we shall refer to again. 

Such was the lady who was singled out in the social life 
of Calcutta for the marked attentions of Pliilip Francis. 

To him also nature had been prodigal of her gifts. 
In addition to his rare mental endowments he was 
remarkable for an exterior described as ‘ strikingly 
handsome.’ His contemporaries speak of his tall, erect, 
well-proportioned figure ; his classical features ; his small 
delicately-moulded eai*s and soft shapely hands, &c. 
Lady Francis (a very devoted witness, however) records, 
that so noticeal)ly good-looking was he as a young man, 
that when in Paris in 170G he was alluded to as ' le bel 
Anglais.’ 

His manner towards ladies is said to have been 
characterized by an air of easy politeness and attention 

* Unless this picture was painted in Europe and afterwards /ound 
its way to India, being: the work of Zoffani is more than doubt- 
ful, as he did not.wL*rive in India till 1783, more than two ycilrs aftei 
Mrs. Grand lefyit. 
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marked with deferential admiration. A good idea of 
this may be gathered from the letters scattered through 
his Memoirs, notably from those to the beautiful Duchess 
of Dcvorisliire, to Lady Thaiiet, and others. '‘Many 
of his letters t& women,” says his biographer, “ have 
that mixture of playfulness, humour, and seJitiment 
whicli is said to bo particularly captivating to them. 
He had also that ])eculiar attraction Avhich they ai(^ 
sometimes a})t to tin<l in one who is feared by men, ami 
reputed haughty ami unyielding among them, but who 
shows himself tractable and submissive to the other sex 
and eager to obtain their favour.” 

At the i)eriod to which tlij^circu instances about to ho.' 
related refer, Mr. Fnincis was eight and thirty years of 
age. His personal and other (jualifications for ingra- 
tiating®himself would not be worth inenlioning ; but that, 
in recalling the early incidents in Mrs. Grand’s life, it 
would be unfair not to take into account some of those 
elements of success in what is called ‘ gallantry,’ to which 
as a child-wife she was exposed ; and such qualifica- 
tions, it must be remembered, would have rather an ally 
than the reverse, in the disparity of years which existt'd 
in the special occasion for their employment witli which 
we arc concerned. For it is ‘a tale often told’ that a 
^rirl’s self-love in the first instance is flattered and grati- 
tied at being selected in society a.s the object of the pre- 
ference and attention of a gifted and experienced man of 
tHe world ; and such a man’s getting into further favor 
is facilitated, “ here"in India ” especially, by high official 
position, owing to the peculiar constitution of Anglo- 
Indiap society. 

In the diarv’ which Francis kept in l.idia. and in 
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official and social matters are mixed up with 
sententious brevity, we (ind, under date Nov ember •23rd, 
1778 — “ Ball at my house ; •Hastings, &c., (k:c.” There is 
evidence existing, as we shall see further on, that 3 'oung 
Mrs. Grand was at this very ball, aii^l received marked 
attt‘ntion from the host, which prohably accelerated 
matters towards the climax, for next day, November 
24(h, the entry is “ Omnia vincit amor ; job for Wood, 
the salt agent.” 

On the «Sth of the next month, after a Jew lines about 
public business, the fliary notes this i)ithy sentence: 
“ At night the diablc a quatre at the house of G. F, 
Grand, Es(j.” 

j\lr. Grand tells us that he lived with his “ recent-^ 
acipiired consort at a garden hou^.e,* a sh(U‘t distance 
IVom town.” His lecollectiou of the general coui'se of 
the events of this night may, in the first place, be given 
in his own words, summarized in |)art. The details, 
nccessaiy for the due understanding of what actually 
occurred, had better be left to unfold them-elves in the 
evidence given at the subsequent tiial by some of the 
principal witnesses : 

“On the 8th December 1778, 1 went out of my house, about 
nine o’clock, the happiest, as I thought myself, of men ; and 
between eleven and twelve o’clock returned the same night 
to it as miserable as aii}'^ being could well feel. I left it 
prepossessed with a sense that I was blessed with the most 
beautiful as *well as the most virtuous of wives, ourselves 
honored and respected, moving in the fii^st circles, and having 
every prospect of speedy advancement. Scarcely had *l sat 

* We regret Jiiat we have been hitherto unable t;j) get any^ further 
'Clue to the loc/llity or site of this house. 
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down to supper at my benefactor, Mr. Barwell’s* society, who 
required of liis friends to join him every fortnight at this con- 
vivial meeting, than I was suddenly struck witlk the deepest 
anguish and j)aiii. A servant, who was in the habit of attend- 
ing Mrs. (hand, cjl^me and whispered to me tliat Mr. Francis 
was caught in my liouse, and secured by my jemadar (an 
upper servant exercising a certain authority over other ser- 
vants). I rose up from table, ran to the terrace, where grief, l)y 
a flood of tears, relieved itself for a moment. J there sent 
for a friend out, who I recpiested to accompjiny me ; but the 
rank of the partj and the known attachment which, I. Wiis 
well aware, lie held to him, however ho execrated his guilty 
action, pleaded his excuse with me.*’ 

He then appears to have set out for liis own house 
alone, and called in his way on his fiicnd Major Palmer, 
(Hastings’ secretary) with tlie view of horrowiiig Jiis 
sword and secAiring his attendance, his intention being 
to release Francis, sec him out of the premises, and there 
and then 'measure’ himself with him “ until one of us 
fell.” This programme having been agreed to by Palmer 
they proceeded to put it in execution. 

But on reaching Grand’s house tliey were astonislicd 
to find not Francis, hut Mr. Slice "f* (afterwards Sir 

* See a foot-note further on in reference to the scene of the 
supper. 

f This gentleman appears to have been as much in Francis’s official 
confidence as in his private. In another part of Grand’s Narrative 
he , tells, thn.t when the dispute between Hastings and Clavering as to 
who was legally Governor-General was referred to the^ Judges, each 
member of the Government was represented at the conference of 
the Judges by deputy, Mr. Shee being present for Francis. The 
Judges were convened at Irapoy’s house, and sat till f-i^urin the morning. 
Grand ai an eye-witness gives an interesting account of this crisis, 
hut, with ^ lapse of ^memory, he says he was married atvhe time (20th 
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George Shee) bound to a chair in a lower apartment, 
begging of the servants to let him go, while Mr. Shore 
(afterwards Lord TeignmoutJ^) and a Mr. Archdekin were 
alhiged to be standing by joining in Mr. Shoe’s entreaty. 
The jemadar’s explanation was that he had secured 
Mr. Francis “to meet the vengeance of his master,” until 
Ml*. Shee and some other gentlemen had, in answer to 
a whistle fi om Mr. Francis, scaled the wall and rushed 
in ; that a scuffle with the object of rescue had taken 
place, during which Mr. Francis manage<l to escape. 
Whereupon it would seem that the jemadar, deeming 
it prudent to retain some tangible proof of his prowess, 
‘for the satisfaction of his master, had substituted for the 
escaped jirisoner the most prominent of his liberators. 

Mr. Grand questioned the intruders, but got, he snys^ 
only evasive and unsatisfactory answers in tlftiir ex- 
culpation. He then ordered their release, and without 
seeing his wife returned himself to Major Palmer’s house 
for the rest of the iiight, where — 

Seated on a chair borne down with the deepest grief, I 
anxiously awaitc'd the morning to require from the nndoer of 
my liappiness the satisfaction which the laws of honor ]>rcs- 
cribe as a poor relief to the injuiy committed. I wrote to 

June 1777). His marriage occurred three weeks Inter. Grand else- 
where says, that Francis, on another occasion of historical interest, 
was represented by Messrs. Ducarell and Shore, who pledged them- 
selves on his part that tiicre would be no factious opposition to the 
Governor-General on Mr. Rarweirs vacating his seat in Coiihcil. fie 
here gives ratlicr an incoherent account of* tho circumstances that 
led up to the duel following the alleged broken pledges of Francis ; 
liere also the narrator's memory is treacherous, because he says that 
Hastings had at tliis time (1780) been “ deprived of his old colleague 
Sir Eyre Cootc oy death.” Coote did not die till eai^ in 1783. 
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Mr. Francis that, void of every spark of principle and honor 
as I cjeemed him, still I trusted he would not deny mo the 
meeting which I summoned him to immediately with any friend 
whom he might choose to bring. His reply was laconic and 
easy. It was couched in these terms : That, conscious of having 
done me no injury, and that I labored under a complete mis- 
take, he begged leave to decline the 2:)roposed invitation, and 
that he had the honor to remain my most obedient, &c., <fec. 

** I now returned borne, sent for Mrs. (brand’s sister and 
brother-in-law from Cliandernagoro, occupied the lower ajrart- 
ments of my hoiise, wliilst Mrs. Gran^l remained in the upper ; 
and on the Sunday following, everything was arranged for 
Mrs. Grand’s returning with them to live under their mansion * 
and ju’otection, myself contributing what was requisite for her 
„eup[)ort indeirendent of the monthly allowance which 1 cliose 
to allot to her own dis])osal. 

An interview was entreated, and could* not be denied. It 
lasted three hours, interruj)tcd with the most i>oignant lamen- 
tations. I heard an unvarnished relation of the baseness of 
the arts employed for the seduction of a stranger, and attained 
only to her sixteenth year. I jjitied her from my heart. I 
sincerely forgave her, and with a sorrow a2)proaching to dis- 
traction, we parted.” 

If what is here stated be true regarding the reception 
the clialleiige met with as rej)rcseiited in the very slip- 
shod sentence alleged to be the ‘ terms’ of F rancis’s answer, 
it is difficult to avoid viewing the latter’s attitude nob 
only with the strongest rei^rehcnsion, hut with contouipt. 
Oil the^tlier hand it will he conceded, that to refuse 
the satisfaction whilch, according to a social code then 
in vigorous existence, it was dishonorsQ)le and unmanly 
to shrink from, must have done more violence to a man’a 
natural imDulsec than to erive it. 
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Francis, wc know, was ready enougli liiinself to seek 
personal satisfaction for ^any aftVont, and did so yn at 
least two occasions afterwards ; therefore, before charg- 
ing him with tlie poltrooi^ery which the above allega- 
tion would seem to justify, we are^drh^en to look f(u- 
some other possible explanation for his declining a 
hostile meeting in this case. 

11 there b(i even a grain of fact in the bushel of ro- 
mance wliicli Lady Francis (in her IMiscellaneous Recollec- 
lions) has rcHiorded in connection with this^episodt', it may 
vciy probably ])e founcf in a circumstance strongly dwelt 
. on, — namel}", the prolonged implacabilit}- of young Mrs. 
*Grand to lier tempter's ardent entreaties^ When the 
whole ^ wretched business,' as Francis \vas wont to call 
it retrosjiectivcly, had long been passed and gone, he 
always maintained that he had not then been a ‘ success- 
ful lover’ and he left it to ho inferred that the extent of 
his transgression on the night in (juestion was limited 
(legally we suppose) to something far short of criminal 
trespass, and amounted hut to intrusion. We shall see that 
one of tl^ Judges who heard the evidence found that 
tliere wa^ not only no proof hut no strong jn’csumiitiou 
to tlie contrary. 

Ilis illicit object being, therefore, unattained, and being 
now likely to be put securely beyond his reach, he may 
possibly have reasoned that the best tiling now to be 
done was^jin^he lady's interest, to iirmly disclajrn con- 
scioui§ness of having injured (in the meaning he evident- 
ly attached to the phrase), and so, as a last chance, to 
leave an opening' for a possible hushing up, whil^ the 
circumstances were confined to comparatively few, and 
to avoid by any further action of his tile tarnj^iing of 
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the lady’s name by the wide dissemination of the mid- 
night scandal, which would be the inevitable result of 
a duel about her. , 

If any calculation like this actuated him in holding 
back from Miv Grand’s morninor invitation, he must 
have been rudely undeceived, when he found very soon 
after, that his answer was simply looked on as adding insult 
to injury, and as the Justification in the husband’s eyes 
for that recourse to law, which ensured such a publicity 
to the whole affair, as to put it be 3 mnd doubt that the 
nocturnal visit had fatall}'^ compromised a helpless woman. 

On determining to carry Ins domestic grievance to .a 
Court of law, Mr. Grand seems not to have found it? 
very easy to put his project for relief into execution, 
owing to a difficulty which surely was never felt before 
or since, viz,, the want of a lawyer, — most of the com- 
plaisant Advocates of the Supreme Court having either 
been retained by him (Francis) or intimidated from act- 
ing,” Passing by this reflection on a profession ever 
remarkable for its independence, we will merely point 
out that the hindrance did not last long, and that his 
case was taken up by one of the most respectable meun- 
bers* of the Attorney profession, and so promptly that 
although the Christinas holidays intervened, the neces- 
sary legal formalities were gone through and a prelimi- 
nary hearing was obtained within a month of the date 
of the injury. 

^Mr. 6rand, however, does not mention in his Narrative 
that he authorized his lawyer to ask for the most pro- 

* Mr^R. Uvedale was for many years afterwards Clerk of the Crown 
and Sea er of tho^upreme Court. 
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digious damages which were probably ever alleged in a 
similar case in a Court of Justice. 

The following is an extract from the plaint, &:c., copied 
by permission from the records of the Old Supreme 
Court of Calcutta : 

Pleas at Fori William before Sir Elijah Tmpeij, E nighty and 
his companions^ J%istlcesof our Sovereign Lordjthe King, of the 
Supreme Coin't of Jinlicature at Fort William in Bengal , of 
the Fourth Term, in the year of our Lord Christ one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy weight. 

G. F. Grand, Esq., by»llalpli Uvedalc, his attorney, com- 
plains a<^ainst Philip J<>ancis, Esq., that he, on the 8th day 
December 1778, with force and arms, on Noel Catharine, 
the wife of the said G. F. (a rand, made an assanlt, ike., &c., 
whereby he the said G. F. Grand was deprived of, and lost 
the help, solace, affection, comfort, and counsel of liis said 
wife. 

And also that he, the said Philip Francis, on divers other 
days and times between the said 8th day of December and the 
21st day of the same month of December,']' with force and 
arms, did &c., &c., and other enormities to the said (Jeor^e 
Francis Grand, against the peace of our said Lord the King, 
to the damage of the said G. F. Grand of fifteen hundred 
thousand sicca rupees, and thereuppii he brings his suit.” 

* The writer was some years ago indebted to Mr. Justice Poutifex 
for interesting himself in getting him acces.s to the old records in 
connection with this case and to the courteous Eogistrar of the Ori- 
ginal Side of the High Court for facilitating the same. He h^ also to 
express his obligation to Members of the Bar for permission to resort 
to Mr. Justice Hyde’s MSS. notes, which he Wievos were brought to 
his knowledge by Mr. J ustice Pontif ex. 

t This part of the pllaiut would seem to be inconsistent with Mr. 
Grand’s own account of the arrangements made on the day suejeeding 
the 8th of December. 
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7Vm. — “ And the said Philip Francis, by Samuel Tolfroy 
and North Naylor, comes and defends the force and injury 
when, &c., d:c,, and saith that, he is in nowise guilty of the 
trespass above charged on him, and of this ho puts himself 
upon the Court.^ . 

‘‘And now on this 7th day of January 1779, to which day 
was given as well to idaiiitiflT as to defendant to inform the 
Court of the premises, came the said parties by their said 
attorneys, and the said Justices then lieani the respective 
allegations of the parties as justice required, and examined 
the truth thereof, and duly conside??ed the evidence produced 
on both sides, &c., &c.’* 

The la 3 ung of the damages at the enormous amount 
quoted is very suggestive of there being a prevalent 
idea that, even after Loi'd Clive's reforms, a Member of 
the Government of India was not dependent on his oflicial 
salary as a means of acquiring wealth — an idea which 
we believe to be wholly unfounded in the case of 
Francis, if gains in tlic slightest d(‘gi*ec incompatible 
with oflicial probity were contemplated. Elsewliere we 
have alluded to the extravagant rumours in connection 
with his card-winnings ; possibly the jdaintitf, or Ids 
legal advisers, may liav^ had an eye on tliat fancied 
hoard. However this may be, tifbeeu hundred thousand 
sicca rupees were represented hy, say, sixteen lacs of the 
rupees now current,* and then probably e(jui valent at 
a^favorable exchange to £160,000 (i>ounds sterling). 

From the time of his arrival in India up to date, 
Francis's high official salary had barely amounted to a 

* Tin sicca was one-fifteenth (i^th) more valuable than the current 
rupee. 
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quarter of this sum ; and zo pay tne amount which the 
plaintiff asked as a salve to his lacerated feelings, wpuld 
have swallowed up the wliohi of tlie defendant’s legiti- 
mate allowances, even W'ere he permitted to retain his 
Indian appointment for sixteen years^instead of six. 

Though but little delay occurred in putting the legal 
machinery in motion, still the final hearipg of the suit 
was deferred owing to the absence of a principal witness 
“ on whose evidence every hope of crimination rested,” 

accordino^ to Mr. Grand. But we liad better take the 
. ” . . . . • 
facts relating to this from an unexceptionable source, vi::,, 

from th(^ notes of one of the Judges conducting the 

trial, Mr. Justice Hyde. 

‘‘ 1st Term. 

Monday, 18th January 1779. 

Present : 

Sill E. Impey, Sir Robert Chambers, and Mr. Justice 

Hyde. 

George Francis Orand, Esq., versus PlilUp Francis, Esq, 

‘‘ Mr, Newman . — This cause, which is of a particular 
nature, is for criminal convei-sation with the plaintiffs 
wife. Wo are obliged to apply for the indulgence of the 
Court to put off the trial of this cause, and save our 
notice of trial for a few days, as the Court may think 
lit, for the absence of a material witness. We have 
used our utmost endeavours to silbpcena Mr. Shee, 
who is a very material witness and has gone away to 
Chandernagore, as we suspect, purposely to avoid giving 
evidence in this cause, and secretes himsi^f so ca/efullv 
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in Chandernagore that we have not been able to serve 
him with the subpoena. Mr. Slice being in the service 
of tlic Company we proppse making an application to 
the Governor-General, on which we hope lie will be 
oblisfod to come down. 

Impey, C. J. — The Court have nothing to do Avith any 
application to the Governor-General and Council. When 
the Court see that a witness is kept out of the way, 
to be siire they will let you save the notice of trial, 
and perhaps, if it is necessary, they will let you put 
the trial off from time to time till the witness appears. 

“ Wo cannot help taking notice of the names of the 
parties, and that one of them, the defendant, is a 
Member of the Council. When in such a cause we see 
a witness kept away, we can but suspect it is by his 
influelice. 

** When we see influence and power exerted to prevent 
appearance of a witness, it is but just to delay the trial 
to get at his testimony if possible. 

In England, if a witness, being subpoenaed, docs not 
appear, the party for whom he is sul)p(enacd may proceed 
against him by action, or he may bo punished by fine 
and imprisonment on an attachment for the contempt. 
I had a considerable share in advising on our Charter* 

* This allusion was evidently a favorite weakness of Impey s, as 
a year Jbefore this we find Justice Hyde thus unbosoming* himself in 
iiis note-book, apropos of a difference of opinion between him and 
two of his * brethren : '“This is another effect of that doctrine of 
October or November 1777, that although the Charter allows six mouths 
for every party aggrieved to present his petition of appeal, yet Impey 
and Chambers, by this doctrine, take off several months from that time 
if the kix month^'happen to expire in a vacation, for all the time from 
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with the Attorney-General Mr. Thuiiow, now Lord 
Chancellor, and being aware that in this country influence 
and power to prevent witijcsscs from attending was 
likely to be exerted, I particularly advised that the 
coercion of their appearance might bergreater than in 
England. If you have the Charter in Court, I believe 
you will findon reading it, that the Court is empowered to 
punish the absence of witnesses, not only by fine and 
imprisonment, but by punishment not extending to life 
or limb, which includes whipping, pillory, and the like 
corporal punishments. 

“ It is necessary for the dignity and power of this 
'Court that no witness should be kept away.^' 

The case was ag 4 .iu before the Court on tlie 21st and 
22iid January, and on each occasion postponed owing * 
to Mr. Slice’s non-appearance. 

Eventually this difficulty having been got over, we 
find in the above Judge’s notes the date on which the 
actual trial commenced : — 

1st Sittings. 

Monday, February 8th, 1779. 

Present : 

Sir E. Imrey, Sir R. Chamders, and Mr. Justice Hyde. 
Oeorge Francis Grand, Esq., versus Philip Francis, Esq. 

'' All action for criminal conversation with the wifa of 
the plaintiff. 

tlie last day of the preceding term is takem from the six months 
allowed by tho Charter. Let Tmpey, who is continually talking of 
adhering to the Chart A, and boasting in Court almost every day of the 
great share he had in forming it, justify if he can his counteracting 
it in this instance.” 
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The damages alleged to be fifteen hundred thousand 
sicca ru])ees. 

T he plaintiflF is a writer in' the Com})anj^'s service. 
“ The defendant is the second of the four Counsellors 
of the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal/’ 

Mr. Newman was Counsel for the plaintiff* and Mr. 
Tilghmaii for the defendant.* 

Wo will now give at some length extracts from the 
evidence of the chief witnesses examined, which will 
not only show the extraordinary facts connected with 
the escapade at Mr. Grand’s ho!ise on that December 
night, but will give us a glance at the manner and 
customs of the day. 

Meenin Kitiaid(jar (or table aervavf) examined , — 
The day of the disturbance was on the day when plain- 


* Mr. Newman was, wo believe, for a time the Company's Advocate. 
Amonjf the other old Calcutta names which crop up in this suit are 
those of Sir John Hadley D'Oyley, Sheriff, Wm. Smoult and James 
Darnford, Clerks of Depositions, R. Litchfield, Prothonotary. Richard 
Tilghman, who defended Francis, was his Philadelphian cousin, and 
(after the death of Macrabic) dearest friend. Ho studied law in Eng- 
land, and it was conjectured by Mr. Parkes that he supplied legal loro 
to Junius. His name is, however, well known in tlie Junius contro- 
versy, as a quotation in a letter of his (September 177.‘1) from Phila- 
delphia supplies evidence as connecting Francis with a copy of 
certain verses written in the Juniau hand. He came to India from 
America at Francis’s invitation to practise at the Bar in Calcutta, for 
which purpose he first got called to the Irish Bar. lie arrived in 
Calcutta in November 1777, and returned to England with Francis 
and again came back *to India. Fraricis watched over his interests 
from England, and wrote to him in 17815 : “ If you keep your health I 
have no doubt of your success. If not, come away directly. Bettor 
live anywhere than die in Bengal.^* Tilghman did, however, die in 
CalcuttfiJn 1787. 
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tiff went to sup with Mr. Gallan;* it was between ten and 
eleven o’clock at night. I was in my own house in the 
compound, sitting, when tli^ iya (sic) came dowil and 
told me that lier mistress w^anted a candle, and that, on 
her returning, she had found the door Rocked. I went 
out of my own house and saw a bamboo ladder ; it was 
against the outside wall, on the inner side of it. I 
thought it a strange thing, and went to acquaint the 
jemadar of it. 

Counsel . — Describe the ladder. 

-It is mad(jk of a whole bamboo split in two, 
and when it is closed it is like one bamboo ; it has 
'•moveable stops to it inside, and has iron points to it. 
Tli(‘. jemadar was also surprised to see the laUder. While 
we were talking, a gcmtleman came out of the house, 
wdiom 1 recognized as Mr. Francis, the Counselloi’, who 
lived behind the play-house. He is tall. I knew hijii, 
be(*-ause Mr. Grand was often at meals at Mr. Francis’s, 
and I attended him there. When Mr. Francis came out 
he said, “ Give me that thing ” (the ladder). I wdll 
give you money. I’ll make you great men.” He spoke 
to the jemadar and all the servants. He also said. 
Don’t you know that 1 am Mr. Francis ? ” 

* Mr. Grand’s memory wrh evidently at fault here. Other witnesses 
Hay it was at Mr. LeGallan’s house that Grand was supping*. Very 
probably LeGallais w'as the name meant; there was a well-known 
confectioner and tavorn-kee^ier of the latter name then in^Calcutta. 
He retired from business and left India in December 1780, apparently 
ill prosperous circumstances, as the followiiPg advertisement of the 
tieriod shows: — “ H. LeGallais, Esq. , formerly master of the tavern 
and hotel in Calcutta, but since a considerable wine merchant, has 
taken the whole of the great cabin of the other Danish Inhuman, 
Captain Kroffer.” 

P 
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(7, — Wbat language did Mr! Francis speak ? 

W. — The same as I do, in broken Moors. Nob so well 
as yon (to the interpreter). The jemadar took hold of 
Mr. Francis’s hand and said, “ My master is not here, 
what do you, do here ? ” While the jemadar was carrying 
Mr. Francis into the house, Mrs. Grand said something to 
him, which I did not understand. After Mr. Francis 
was taken into the lower part of the house I went to 
acquaint Mr. Grand. 

C, — Between the time of the aj^ah’s coming down to tell 
you of her having been up with a. candle aiid had found 
the door locked, to the time of 3mur seeing the gentle- 
man coming out of the house, what time cla]>sed ? 

— One or two Hindustani ghurries’*' it might be. 

Q — When did you see defendant come out ? 

Between ten and eleven o’clock. 

Impey, C.J. — Did defendant go ([uietly with the jema- 
dar, or make resistance ? 

Witness. — He made no resistance. 

Rambux Jemachir examined. 

Co unsel (Jot the 'plahitiff ). — About what time of night 
was it when you first received the information from 
Meerun ? 

Witness. — About ten o’clock or eleven ; it will be past 
eleven o’clock. 

— Do you remember the day of the week ? 

. TF.— * A Tuesday. 

(7, — What did yqu do on the -discovery of the ladder ? 

W . — I took it away. 


At^hurrie period of time equivalent to ab6ut 20 minutes. 
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C. — Why did you take it away ? 

W , — I did not know whose ladder it was, therei^re I 
took it away. 

C. — Have you seen the ladder here to-day ? 

W , — I have, that is the same ladder*. 

C. — Was anything done by you after removing the 
ladder ? 

W . — I was standing at the same place near the neces- 
sary house, waiting to see whether the person who 
brought the ladder would come there or upt. 

Ck — Did you sec any^pcrson come ? 

W. — Yes, 1 saw a gentleman. 

• C. — Who was that gentleman ? 

W, — It was Mr. Francis. 

(7. — What Mr. Francis ? 

W. — Mr. Francis the Counsellor (sic). 

G, — That was about eleven o’clock at night, how could 
you distinguish that it was Mr. Francis ? 

W. — I knew him by his face and shape. 

( 7 — it sufficiently light to distinguish his face ? 

W. — I went near his face and looked. When he was 
at a little distance I did not know ; when I was near I 
knew him. 

C. — Did you know before any conversation passed 
between you and him ? 

W. — Yes, but before the conversation I did not know 
him very well. 

G. — What led you particularly to know him after the 
conversation you had with him ? 

W. — By his figui‘T3, his face, and his color. 

C , — By anything else ? 

W. — That gentleman was in black. 
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G. — You say defendant came to tlic place where the 
ladder was; from whence did he come ? 

W, — He came downstairs and then *stood at the place 
where the ahdar s chest was. 

C. — How do j^ou know that he did so ? 

W. — There was a great alarm at the house. 

(Here follow several questions about the topography 
of the house.) 

C . — When the defendant came downstairs what passed 
between you apd liim ? 

ir. — I went up to that gentldman and said to him, 
“ V\^hat business have you here?’' He said, “Give me 
my thing.” He asked for tlu^ ladder, ho had no othei 
tliinir of liis at that house but th(‘ ladder; thendbre he 
must mean that : he came out and was looking, and as 
he had not found the ladder there he could not go. 
Then he said, “ (Jive me my thing.” 

0 , — Give us an account of what passed between j^ou 
wdien he looked about and asked for his thing ? 

W. — The first woids he said to me when I went up to 
hiiri were, “ Give me my thing?” I then answered, “I 
liave not that thing with me ; I then took hold of his 
liaml : then lie took out gold moliurs and offered to give 
them me : 1 refused them ; he said, “ "J'akc that (ofteriiig 
both his hands to me), I will make you great men, and I 
will give you a liundred gold mohui’S more.” 

C . — Jiad you done anything, previous to the offer 
being made, to prevent his going away ? 

•W. — I stood on the side where the ladder was; ho 
wfHitcil to go that way, and I prevented liim, 

6\— Why did you lay hold of defendant’s hand ? 

IF.-AiBecatao I found that gentlemab in the house. 



MADAME GRAND. 


229 * 


Certainly, if I had let him go my master would take iny 
life away. After the offer of the money, he furtlier 
sai<l, '' Do you not know me«? ” I answered, “ Yes, I do ; 
you are Mr. Francis.” He said, ‘‘ I am the Burra Sahib; 
I am Mr. Francis.” When I first toqji ImJd of his hand, 
he twisted it a little. I then said, “ Ts there nobody here ? 
seize him.” Meei-un and Bowanny (hurkayi)^ seized him 
and brouglit him down from th(^ steps which lead fj’om 
tlio abdar’s*!* chest in the compound. I tlien sent Meerun 
to acquaint Mr. Grand. When 1 was going to take the 
gentl(Miian to the lowCr part of the house, lie whistled 
^four oi- live tinu^s : as I led him from tlie east sidt^ to the 
\v(istern, he whistled five to seven times. When I car- 
ried him opposite to the door, some conversation passed 
witli my mistress. 

0 — Where was your mistress ? 

W . — She came an<l desired me to let him go : she came 
near mo amktold me so. I had then hold of Mr. Fran- 
cis. I said I have sent people to acquaint my master : 
1 will not attend to you. 

C . — What did you then do with the defendant ? 

TF. — I desired my mistress to go upstairs, and said to 
her I will not obey you. I then led the gentleman 
towards the northern door. I gave him a chair to sitdo wn. 

C . — After the defendant was seated in the chair what 
was done ? 

W , — I made him sit down in the chair, and the^i I put 
iny hands on the arms of the chair to keep him there. 

♦ Hurkara is the Hindustani for messenger. 

t The ahdar is the servant in charge of wine, liquor, &o..i whose 
^chief function it is to keep them cool for drinking. 
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Witness next describes the arrival of Messrs. Sliee 
and Ducarell on the scene, who scaled the wall and 
came in, using force ** and**" making a noise/' " They 
broke open the door of the house whore my master used 
to write ; this was in the lower part of the hall where 
Mr. Francis was. As soon as Mr. Francis heard this 
noise, he got un from his seat. I then endeavoured to 
keep him in his scat; he was going to that part where 
the gentlemen came ; in that room it was- dark. Those 
gentlemen shoved me and pushed me ; 1 am not certain 
whether Mr. Francis fell, but I hm cei tain I fell on the 
chair. When 1 kept both my hands on the chair 
nobody was with me, the servants were at the door. When 
I fell on the chair I called to those servants who Avere 
at the door. When I fell, Mr. Francis escapeil out of 
my hands, and then I called to the servants. When I 
recovered myself I got up, it was dark ; I seized a 
gentleman, a Mr, Shee ; I did not then know whether it 
was Mr. Fiancis or not at first ; afterwards I found Mr. 
Francis had escaped. The bearer and th(3 seise {sic), 
when they returned, came to the place where I was, and 
laid hold of Mr. Ducarell. I took hold of Mr. Shee 
and carried him up. The bearer and seise took Mi-. 
Ducarell out. Mr. Keeble was standing on his own 
house looking, and asked, " What is the matter ? ” The 
bearer and seise said to Mr. Keeble, " Those gentlemen 
came iiito the house when my master was out.” 

C \ — Did Mr. Francis say anything of what would 
happen in case Mr. fjrand came home while he was there ? 

tF. — When he wanted to go I refusfed to let him go ; I 
said, " My master will hang me if I let you go.” Mr. 
Franck said,'^''^^- Sooner than he shall kill you, I shall die.” 



MADAME GRAND. 


231 


Witness continues, — Mr. Kceble then came near the 
M'all. Whether there was a heaji of dirt or a chair on 
tlie wall I don’t know ; Mi^ Keeblc was standing on the 
outside talking to. Mr. Ducarell. Mr. Keeble said, Give 
me that gentleman ?” (meaning Mr. ljucaiKill). The bearer 
and scifte refused to comply with Mr. Keeble’s demands. 
I was at a little distance from Mr. Ducarell with Mr. 
Slice ; Mr. Ducarell was in the hands of the bearer and 
seise. I sakl-to Mr, Keeble, “ If you desire it, take Mr. 
Ducarell away.” I did not know at firs^ whether it was 
Mr. Ducarell or not afterwards I found it was him. 
Mr. Ducarell had already given his hand to Mr. Keeble ; 
* the bearers prevented him. WTien I saw, it was Mr. 
Ducarell, I put my hand and helped him up ; afterwards^ 
Mr. Keeblc again desired me to give up Mr. Shee. I 
said, “ First lie answerable for him.” I refused, T said “ I 
would not.” Four or five times Mr. Keeble desired me to 
deliver Mr. Shee, and tl;at he would be answerable. I 
refused. 

After this Mr. Grand and Mr. Palmer came in. I 
desired the bearers to open the door. Mr. Grand came 
and told me to let Mr. Shoe go. I did so. 

G. — Did you get any money ? 

W. — Yes, three gold mohurs from Mr. Shee. He gave 
them that I might let him go, and he promised to give 
me more. 

C. — What hat is that you have got in your hand ? 

W. — I found it in the house. I don’t know to whom 
it belonged, 

(7, (On croSs-examination). — You say Ma3ame 
Grand desired you to let Mr. Francis go. What lanffuasce 
did she speak ? 
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W. — She spoke Hindustani. She said, “Jemadar, 
chore^o, choredo.” 

C. — This was* a dark night; was it not ? 

W. — The moon was coming out ; it ^vas not quite up. 

C. — How can' yg,u tell what money the gentleman 
offered you ? 

W. — By the jingling I knew them to he gold mohurs. 

C, — Tell me the difference between the jingling of 
gold mohurs and rupees ? 

W. — Undoubtedly there is a difference. 

C. — What difference ? 

W, — Gold mohurs have a light sound, rupees a dull 
sound. 

By CmiCF Justice Impey.— Was the whistling before 
or after Meeruu went to call his master ? 

W, — ^^After Meerun was gone. 

C. J, — Was there any conversation between Mr. Shee 
and Mr. Francis while you had hold of Mr. Francis ? 

No. 

G. J, — Was there between Mr. Ducarell and Mr.Francis? 

W. — No; there was only running about. I did not 
liear any conversation while I was there, and when I got 
up, Mr. F raucis was gone away. 1 heard no conversation. 

By Mr. Justice Hyde. W^here was the hat found ? 

TT. — In the hall below, where 1 had the fall. 

Anna Lagoorda examined, — About half an hour past 
nine o'clock Mr. Grand left Mrs. Grand at lioine, and went 
abroad. I desired my mistress to undress, to which she 
replied, “ Mr. Grand will return home about eleven 
o'clock ; until that time I will sit up." She then desired 
me to^sit byjier. I then asked leave to go and fetch 
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some betel-nut. As I was going to fetcli it, Mrs. Grand 
ran after me saying, — Nonajee, fetch a whole candle.’’ 
I was then upstairs going to another room. I accordingly 
went down to bring a candle. When I returned ‘with it, 
I found the door of the room from ^whtjwce I went out 
locked. I attempted to open it, but could not. I ima- 
gined Mrs. Grand was angry with me. I^was a quarter 
of an hour getting the candle. 

Counsel . — When you found you could not open the 
door, did you make a noise ? 

Witness . — I did call ^ Madam, Madam,” two or three 
times. I imagined she was angry and in her dressing- 
room (which opened off bedroom), and therefo|*e could not 
hear mo. I t/hen came down, and saw the kitmutgar, 
whom I told. When I saw the gentleman seized by the 
servants, I ran up and told my mistress. The door was 
then open upstairs. Mrs. Grand went into the verandah 
and looked downwards. Mr. Grand wont out to supper 
every Tuesday night. Mrs. Grand on such occasions 
sometimes road, and sometimes plaj^ed with me, and 
went to bed at eleven o’clock. 

G . — The night preceding these troubles had your mis- 
tress been out ? 

W. — Yes, she went to a ball. 

C . — Do you know at what time Mrs. Grand came 
home from the ball ? 

W . — About four in the morning on the Tjiesaay. 
(After some questions as to the furniture in the bedroom, 
i. e., whether there were only beds an5 so on, the wit^ss 
is asked by the CffiKF Justice). — After you found the 
door locked and went down again, wliere did you stay 
when you heard the gentleman seized in thrf comp#iund ? 
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TT. — There is ahorse stable, where three or four women 
lived ; I was with them. 

Mi\ Gerard Omtavus Dueavell^ examined , — Was at 
Mr. Grand’s ho^i:^sc on the 8th December. 

(7. — On what occasion did you go there ? 

W . — I was called by Mr. Shoe: I was asleep in my 
bed ; Mr. Shee came to my bedside, awaked me, and 
desired me to get up immediately, as Mr. Francis was like- 


* Duoaroll a])parcntly was not the sl^yle of auxiliary (physically 
speaking) whom a judicious man would select to stand by him in an 
expected * encounter ’ against superior numbers. According to Fraucis, 
he cannot hayc been far removed from a dwarf. He accompanied 
Francis on a visit to Paris in 1781, and is thus alluded to in a letter 
to Mrs. Francis : “ Ducaroll has found his uncle and 'aunt, or rather 
they haye found him. He was forced to get on a chair to put his 
arm round his uncle’s neck ; and he has worn my blue box to rags 
to keep his feet from dangling in the chaise. And so ‘ Ma chiTe 
inoitio ’ jo vous embrassc.” His narac occurs several times in Franois’s 
letters from England to India. In one to Shee, he says, “Ducaroll lives 
a hundred miles off in perfect obscurity.” 

Blackwood for 1868 is responsible for this anecdote about him. 
Francis received a letter from him from Bath, expressing doubts as 
to the soundness of the views that both had held as to the immortality 
or otherwise of the soul of man, and desiring to know whether 
Francis still retained his former opinions. 

The following is said to be Francis’s unceremonious answer : “ You 

d — d old fool. Have not you and I exhausted every argument 
thajb^. could he used over and over again in India on the subject 
referred to in your letter ? and were we not invariably and logically 
kid to \;he same conclusion ? Now, however, I do entertain some 
duuhts in regard to the soundness of our conclusion, and I will tell 
you why. 

went yesterday to see Mother Bainbrigg hanged. She died with- 
out a struggle. I said to myself as I beheld her swing. You monster^ 
there must be something more than this in store for you. Possibly > 
theref^e, we iffLy be wrong after all ; the soul may be immortal.” 
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ly to be murdered ; tlmt there was no time to lose : upon 
which I got out of bed immediately, and without puji^ting 
on any clothes more than I feiy in went out into my own 
hall, where he asked me if there was anybody else in the 
house — if there was, to call him. I ans\Vered, Mr. Shore 
was, and knocked at his door and desired him to get up. 
Mr. Shee asked me if I could get at any swyrd or weapon ; 
I don't recollect making him any answer. Mr. Shee 
told me that Mr. Francis was seized in Mr. Grand’s 
house : we both puslied at the gate to endeavour to get 
in, but found we couPd not open. Mr. Shee theli went 
jti little way from the gate to a long ditch without the 
wall, crossed the ditch, got up on the waU, and called 
to me to follow him, which I did and got upon the wall 
likewise; after which we jumped down into the com- 
pound and went in at a door leading into the lower hall. 
As soon as I got into the lower hall, I saw a person 
sitting in a chair either at the further end of the hall 
or in the little passage that leads out of it on the 
opposite side ; some other person was standing near him. 
Almost at the same instant that T entered the hall ho 
started uj) from his chair and ran towards the door that 
I had come in at ; in his way he struck against some- 
thing with a good deal of violence ; after that I saw no 
more of him, for almost immediately some of the ser- 
vants came up and seized me, telling mo I had ca»wed 
the person to run away, and that they were detgrmined 
to seize me. I struggled with them a little, b\it found it 
to no purpose, except that of getting from the halT to 
the outer door, wfiere I saw that Mr. Shee was likewise 
seized. I expostulated with the people to let me ^o, but 
to no manner of purpose, until Mr. Ke^itfte caked out 
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from the verandah of his house adjoining to know what 
was the reason of the disturbance. 

C , — You say when you catne in at the door leading to 
the house, you saw a person sitting in a chair, and some 
other people ; cdiild you distinguish who it was ? 

TT. — I could not. 

George Slice examined , — In answer to questions states, 
that fearing evil consequences and failing to dissuade 
Mr. Francis (who told him of his intention) from going 
to Mr. •Grand’s house, he determihed to prevent any evil 
that might ensue: that he followed Francis towards 
plaintiff’s hpuse and walked about in the street and 
sometimes to a distance, going to and fro : saw a man 
come out and heard whistling ; saw Mrs. Grand in the 
verandah above stairs, and discovered from her that there 
was a disturbance in the hall ; she mentioned no name. 
Tried to get in by himself, first by persuading the 
Jemadar to open the compound gate ; then endeavoured 
by himself to force the gate, but failed ; then it occurred 
to him to go over to Mr. Ducarell’s house. Having ulti- 
mately got in, he (Mr. Shee) rushed upon the Jemadar 
and “ threw him on the ground after being exhausted 
by his tussle with the Jemadar, he was himself in turn 
seized and thrown down by a jieon. 

“T.^think it necessary here,” he adds, to declare in 
contradiction to what has been said, tliat neither the 
plaintiff or Captain Palmer ever used abusive language 
to me personally.” There were several gentlemen pre- 
sent all the time plaintiff was therS — Mr. Shore, Mr. 
Ducarell, Captain Palmer, and Mr. Keeble. Nothing 
materiyi pastod in the house afterwards that he can 
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recollect. Ho first heard of Francis’s intention to go to 
Mr. Grand’s house that night at six o’clock from conver- 
sation with Francis. 

Counsel, — For what pxirpose did defendant mention 
he was going ? 

Witness. — To see Mrs. Grand. 

G . — Was any name mentioned; was Mrs. Grand’s name 
mentioned ? 

W. — It was. 

C. — If you can challenge your memory, will you 
acupiaiiit the Court wli£^t was mentioned, \Hiat more than 
Mrs. Grand’s name ? 

. W. — 1 believe it was that he (defendant) would go and 
see Mrs. Grand on Tuesday. 

C. — Did you understand from defendant that Mrs. 
Grand had any knowledge of his intention ? 

W. — No, I did not, 

G . — Do you know why Tuesday night was fixed on ? 

W. — I believe it was because plaintiff was going to 
the Club. 

G . — At \vdmt time did defendant come to your house ? 

W. — About ten o’clock. 

G. — Wlio was with defendant when he came ? 

Tf.— Nobody. 

G . — How did he come ? 

T'T. — He walked. 

G . — Was his usual sowary* with him ? 

F.~No. 

CV—For what purpose did defendant come to y»ur 
house ? , 

♦ From this questiou one may infer that a Member of^Council in 
those days went out attended by a mounted orderly. 
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TF. — To change his dress. 

C, — In what dress did he come ? 

TFI — His usual dress. 

C, — What did he put on ? 

TF. — Black clothes. 

O.— Do you mean a complete suit of black clothes ? 

TF. — I cannot exactly tell ; he put a black coat on. 

C. — Do you know whose clothes they were ? 

TF. — Defendant's. 

(7. — How came they to be in your house ? 

TF. — He sent them there. 

C. — About what time ? 

TF. — I do not recollect. 

C. — Was it usual for him to keep any suits of clothes 
at your house ? 

TF. — No, sir. 

C.— Can you say how many days these clothes were 
at your house before this ? 

TF. — Several days before. 

C. — Did defendant tell you why lie did so ? 

TF. — The purpose of sending the clothes was, I under- 
stand for defendant to wear them when he went to see 
"Mrs. Grand. 

G. — Do you know why defendant put on black clothes 
that night ? 

,,TF, — I believe it was because a man in black clothes is 
less exj^osed to view at night, less liable to be seen. 

As regard the ladder used on the night in question 
tills witness testifies that it was made at Francis’s par- 
ticular request in Shee’s own yard, several days before, 
“ by a black carpenter and was taken away from 
witness’s hoi^^ on the night by defendant himself to 
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Grand s house. In answer to further queries it is elicit- 
ed that Francis must have been an hour inside alto- 
gether ; that he (witness) gave three gold mohurs to 
the Jemadar, and tjiat Francis had no gold with him 
that witness saw, and only about lo ©u 20 rupees in 
silver. 

Counsel. — Is it very usual for gentlemen in general to 
carry money about them in this country ? 

Witness. — I don’t know that it is, sir. 

C. — Do you, yourself, sir ? 

W. — Very often. 

C. ““Have you any now, sir, about you f 
*• W. — I have not, sir. 

C. — Do you know Mrs. Grand ? 

W. — Very well, sir. 

C. — Do you know about the time she came to the 
settlement, after her marriage ? 

W. — About a year or two ago. 

C. — Do 3'ou knoAV where she now is ? 

W. — I was told she is at Chanderiiagore. 

C. — Did you see her on your way down ? 

TV— I did not. 

C. — Does Madame Grand speak English ? 

TV.— No. 

Witness visited at her house and saw her often ai 
balls, &c. : knew that for ten or twelve months 
defendant took particular notice of her ; has knovm hiir 
hand her to table even when ladies were present whose 
husbands were of higher rank. 

C. — In the month of November last, defendant giv( 
a ball at which plaintiff and Mrs. Grand were present. 
TV — Yes, sir. 



240 


MADAME grand. 


C ^You of course -were present; were there any ladies 

of higher rank than Mrs. Grand there ? 

W".— There were many. , 

Q Do you recollect any parti cnla^- marks of attention 

paid by defendant to Mrs. (rrand ? 

■JY. He danced a country dance with her. 

C. — Did ho dance with anj^ other ladies i 

■JY. — I don’t recollect. 

C Do you rec<)llc!ct whether they sat at the same 

table together at supper ? 

W . — I do not. • 

Exumiucdh;/ C hief Justice Impey.— I hear you weve^ 
a good deal about delendant. Did you, sir, from yom* 
living with Mr. Francis, observe any particular attention 
paid by’ defendant to Mrs Grand ? 

U^.-i-A very great partiality’ 

C. J. — Who gave directions to make the ladder ? 

F.— I gave (lir(‘otioiis. 

C.J . — You were apprehensive from defendant's going to 
Mlrs. Grand’s house ; do you not tljink tha’ it would have 
been better avoided by not letting him shift at your housed 

W. — I could not prevent him. 

Q j — Wliy did you give the assistance for the ]add(;r'^ 
— Mr. Francis requested me, a?id I could not refuse 
him atiy rocpiest I did not think dishonorable. 

^.^J , — When a person is going to the house of amaTi'.r> 
wife in his absence, to see his wife at that hour of the 
night, and you apprehend that if he (the husband) comes 
lidtiie, dangerous c!bnse(j[uenccs would happen, do yon 
thhik it honorable to give that persoei assistance ? 

If. I did not think it lending assistance ; it has been 
proi>agafced ^ Calcutta that I have sent messages from 
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defendant to Mrs. Grand. I now take this opportunity 
of declaring upon my oath that I never, directly or indi- 
rectly, carried any messagef verbal or written, from de- 
fendant to Mrs. Gigind, or Mrs. Grand to defendant. 

C. J. — I shall ask no more questions, I see we shall 
not agree upon the point of honour, for I confined 
honour to morality. 

Rohevt Sanderson examined, — Has known the plain- 
tiff and his wife since their marj*jage : they lived in his 
house with Idrn for teif montlis. 

Cininsel . — You have then, sir, had occasion to observe 
how they lived together, whether in a happy state or 
oth(‘rwise ? 

ir/fnm'. — As much as T ever knew a married couple, 
during the time they were in my house. 

O . — Are you acquainted with Mr. Grand's rank in life? 

W — I know he is a Company's servant, and has an 
in the Board of Trade, 

C . — You have heard what has been given in evidence 
in this action. Have you since that seen Mr. Grand ? 

W. — I have. 

(7, —In what condition was he ? 

'V. — -As miserable as a man could be. 

C. — Of wliat period of rime are you now speaking ? 

W. — Of the first time that I saw him after thisrCS'^el 
fiair. 

C . — Do you know what has occasioned their separation? 

W, — This affair, which has been given in evidence. 

G. — You say yoi? saw Mr. Grand after this transaction 
happened ; to what do you impute his miserabj|e state ? 
— From the behaviour of Mr. Francis ci^ thisoccasioa 

Q 
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Cross-examined . — You say you apprehend Mr. Grand s 
miserable slate to be owing to Mr. Francis’s behaviour 
to Mr. Grand’s wife; explain, do you mean any that 
passed under your own eye or his suj^posed behaviour ? 
W . — From his* supposed behaviour.^ 

Francis was not much given to recording his defeats. 

* Having gone ihrough. tlie sworn testimony of the eye-witnesses to 
this night’s work, the readers, who wish to see a wonderful instance 
of woman’s credulity, should turn to the account which Lady 
Francis has given as her version of the story ; much of it has been 
reproduced in the second volume of Francis’s Memoirs, to which we 
must refer the curious. For the benefit of those nob within reach of 
the book, wc may briefly mention a few of the circumsbauces that 
they will be surprised to hear,” riz., that poor Mrs. Grand was 
married to a dirty old sordid Frenchman,” who treated her very 
badly, and who looked out for some means of i)ayiug off his licavy 
card losses. That Francis’s sorrow for this ill-matched beauty melted 
into love, which was fanned into such passionate despair by the 
steady rejection of his overtures, that he fell into a fever, which lasted 
exactly six mouths. Pity now so moved the lady that she consented 
to one stolen interview. Where ‘‘ in all the broken sighs his sick heart 
lent him,” Francis was in vain pleading his suit, when he was rudely 
set upon by a band of armed ** ruffians” (purposely placed ready by 
Grand, who had got wind of the intended meeting), who, having first 
cunningly got possession of the lover’s sword (fortunately for them- 
selves), held him down in a chair, while the outraged husband called 
for a pistol to take the prisoner’s life. Meantime the hapless lady, 
from the window of the room into which they had locked her. called 
out in fluent English, “ For God’s sake come ; they are murdering 
him.” The JJens ex machinal who obeyed this summons, was the faith- 
furiitUe Ducarell, who “ very resolutely rushed into the house ” and 
Bword in, hand fell upon “ the gang.” Francis, on seeing his friend, 
threw off those about him, who were glad to take refuge in flight, 
anG»\m.e two adventurer^ made an orderly retreat.” 

Twhc admiring and devoted wife who left thii^ pyramid of sentimen- 
tal fiction on record, professed to have got the materials from Francis 
himself. Truly there is a charity that believeth all things, and 
thinketh hb evi^ 
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Yet he did make a note of this one in his diary, — viz.y 
March 6 th : J udgmen t against me in the Supreme Court.'* 
Turning again to the notcs*of the industriously accu- 
rate Justice Hyde, find what amount, the judgment 
was for, v\z .: — 

'' 111 the 2nd Term, 1770, on Saturday, March 6th : 
Judgment was pronounced for the plaintiff. Damages 
fifty thousand sicca rupees." 

Then })is Lordsliip adds, probably with some satis- 
faction, — “ 50,000 Sicca rupees are e(|ual five thou- 
sand one hundred and ifine pounds, two sliillings and 
eleven })encc sterling, reckoning according to the weight 
ahd fineness of the silver."^ 

''Mr.‘ Justice Chambers was of opinion, it was not 
proved the defendant had committed adultoiy; and 
therefore there ought to be judgment for the detenclant." 

Unfortunately, wo are not able to give v’crZxtf m th^ 
judgment of the majority of the Court, as the volume 
in which J usiice Hyde says that he has recorded this 
and the evidence and arguments is not now forthcoming ; 
but a copy of the dissenting Judge’s opinion is in exist- 
ence, having been printed by Hickj^, in Ids newspaper, 
two months after Francis left India, and apparently ' 
with the object of making light of the charge, as the 
dainages are airily mentioned as a moderate sum," in 
comiiarison, wo presume, wnth what might have bceR 
Francis’s persecutors had had their way, vh. : — 

‘‘ jSir Robert Chambers' s opinion or jirotest in the cause of^ 
Grand versus Francis. 

‘‘ I am fully of opiilioii that the charge iu the plaint is 
not proved : 

♦ Wo mugt confess to a difficulty in following this computation. 
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— Because it appears to me that there is no proof, either 
positive or circumstantial, that Mrs. Grand knew of, or pre- 
viously consented to, his (Mr. Erancis’s) coining for any purpose, 
much less for the purpose of adultery. ^ 

*lnd. — Becaui^p, there is no proof, either direct or founded on 
violent presumption, that they Avere actually together, much 
less was there any proof that they committed any crime 
together. 

Zrd . — Because the evidence appears to me to fall short of 
what is ordinarily considered as proof of any fact, and espe- 
cially of any crime. 

^ih , — Because it falls exceedingly short of what our Com- 
mon Law considers as proof of adultery. 

And lastly, because I have never read or heard of any action 
for crim, con., in which a verdict has been given for the plain- 
tiff on such presumptions of guilt. 

To this opinion Mr. Kicky adds the following Nota- 
hene : — 

Sir llobert Chambers held the distinguished post of Vine- 
rian Professor at Oxford, when he was appointed a Judge at 
the Supreme Court ; and Sir Elijah Impey was Council (sir) on 
the side of His Itoyal Highness the Duke of Cumberland and 
Lady Grosvenor in that memorable mm. con. affair.’"^ Iludibnis 
observes : 

What shall we say when Doctors disagree. 

And soundest Casuists doubt like you and me.” 


* It is a curious coincidence that Junius attacks Lord Mansfield 
%(Novenfber 1770) for laying down a doctrine in the above case contrary 
to that which, eight years afterwards, tho Calcutta Judges applied 
ag^aiiist Francis, viz ., — You wore dating enough to tell the jury that, 
iQ'*fixiug the damages, they were to pay nu regard to the quality or 
fortune of the pai'ties ; that it was an action between A and ; that 
they wey to (^onsidcr tho offence in a moral light only, and give no' 
greater damages to a peer of the realm than to the mcaueet mechanic/* 
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In tlie face of the above very decided opinion of Jus- 
tice Chambers there seems very little foundation for the 
story (repeated by Kaye), that he weakly named flirty 
thousand rupees as«a compromise between the one hun- 
dred thousand said to be suggested «l;y* Hyde, and the 
fifty thousand by Im})ey. 

Nor does there seem to bo any fou relation for the 
otber time-honored story (also repeated by Kaye) in 
connection with this judgment,— , the alleged inter- 
rii])tion of the Clii(if Justi<^e, while he ;^vas delivering 
judgment, b 3 " Mi*. Justice ITj^le, with tlui eager sugges- 
^tion or reminder of '‘siecas, siccas. Brother Imgey,” 
with the view of making the damages as .high at the 
awarded figure as possible. Mr. Merivale sa 3 ’s, that he 
could find no coniirmation of the ol 1 joke : it was pro- 
bald}^ invented to point the moral as to the reputed 
virtuous indignation of Hyde against all “ gallantry in 
the chamber.” The story seems to have been first 
jiromulgatcd in a book of Personal Recollections b}" John 
Nicholls, M. P., published in 1822. The author Avas in 
the Hous(j of Commons wdth Francis, and had known 
Impey and Il 3 'do before they went to India. ITc men- 
tions the Francis-Grand episode, giving such an inac- 
curate account of it that it is clear he is merely retailing 
liearsay gossip: for instance, he speaks of Mrs. Le 
Grand ; and of Mr. Francis descending from the lady's 
apartment by a rope ladder after an alarm hi).d been 
raised,” &c., fee. The evidence derived from such a semreo 
is very questionable ; but the story is not supportatlo 
from any point of*view. Without attaching too much 
importance to the improbability of a Puisne ^udge on 
^uch an^occasion addressing the Chief Justice as “ Bro- 
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ther/’ instead of “ My Lord/’ wo have' but to see that 
the damages were laid in the plaint in siccas, and were, 
as aVnattcr of course, awarded in the same coin.* 


♦ Indoed. it Afoiild ♦seem that even, thong’ll, ‘ Riccas ’ were not 
specified in the plaint, the judgment would have contemi)latcd them 
in the word ‘ Rupees.’ This would apiiear to be the inference from 
the following case reported in Hyde’s own notes. — viz. : “ An action for 
assault and imprisonment. An assault was proved, but no very great 
injury ; thorefoie the Court thought three hundred rui)ees sufficient 
damages. 

“ In the plaint the damages were allegrd ‘ eighty thousand rupees ’ ” 
(how unconscionable litigants seem to have been in appraising their 
dam^g-es in tlie last century), “ without saying what sort of rupees. 
Impey sai<l, if, this is so wholly uncertain as to liavc no meaning at all 
because it is not said current, Arcot, sonant, sicca or some other par- 
ticular sort of rupc'cs, then defendant may take advantage of it in 
arrest pf judgment. IIvDii : I iuclinc to think ‘rupees’ named 
without any distinction must mean sicca rupees, because those are 
the proper coin of this country. I proposed to let the Advocate for 
the plaintiff choose what kind of rupees we should name for the 
damages, as ho judged would be best for his client if a motion in 
arrest of judgment should be made, and Impev assented to it. Tlio 
Advocate named sicca ruiies, and we gav(5 judgment^accordiugly.'’ 
Though it has no reference to the epoch with which the Judges were 
then dealing, we may note here that a few years later, 17911, it was 
, enacted that, “ from the first day of the Bengali year 121)0 (10th April 
1794), no person should be permitted to recover in the Courts any 
sum of money, under a bond or other writing, by which any species 
of Rupees excepting the Sicca Rupees of the 19ih Sun is stipulated 
to bo paid.” In Hunter’s Annals of Rural Bengal, from which wo 
are quoting, will be found the only historical exx)Osition as to the 
<joinage ^ii Bengal in the last Century. Wo must refer those to it 
who wish to appreciate the frequent distinctive mention by our pre- 
decessors of varieties of Rupees, or to understand the causes which 
led*to a marvellous complication of the Curroficy, and learn its disas- 
trous results, and how its reform was effected. Readers will there find 
a subjeot^nrdi^arily dry and difficult, made not only easily intelligi- 
ble, but exceedingly interesting. 
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Francis was also mulcted in the plaintiti' s costs of the 
suit amounting to sicca rupees 947-8. 

Mr. Grand omits to say in his Narrative that, liaving 
secured Francis’s cupecs, he next proceeded to settle 
accounts with Shoe, whoso friendly. olHoes “ to save his 
nohJe patron ” on two occasions Mr. Grand was evidently 
not disposed either to forget or forgive. . 

The law was the weapon which he again had recourse 
to. To see what the nature of the action was, we must 
for the last time rely on the quaint fidelity of Justice 
Hyde’s note : — 

“ Srd Term. 

Thursdaj^ June 24th, 1779. 

Premnf : 

Sir E. Impev, Mji. Justice (’Chambers, and Mr. Justice 

Hyde. 

[Hydo oamo first ; Iiniiey second ; the Court sat at 9-45 ; Chambers 
came about 10-15.] 

G. F. Grand versus George Shee. 

‘‘ An action of trespass, for breaking and entering the 
house of the plaintiff’ on the eighth day of December 
1778. The plaint states first breaking and entering the 
house.” «• 

Mr. Grand did not make much by this, as the verdict 
was one rupee damages and one rupee costs.” 

In Francis’s diary there is the briefest allusion to tliis 
wind-up of the legal proceedings arising out of his evil- 
doing, and, with the proverbial feeling of the transgres- 
sor to the man he has injured, he*adds this comment: 

A la fin ce sceldrS,t est dcrasd.” 

This may be the most fitting opportunity for briefly 
endeavouring to trace the personal feelings ^ Francis 
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towards the Judges who tried this case, with the object 
of seeing what ground there may be for the charge that 
he afterwards allowed influerxces, presumably arising out 
of the verdict, to actuate not only his private, but his 
public conduct regard to those men. 

As regards Chambers, the defendant in the late suit 
would have been less than human, if ho had not ever 
afterwards thought of him as a “ wise and upright Judge, 
an excellent young man.’’ 

Without in the smallest degree insinuating that Cham* 
bcrs’s dissent from the verdict was influenced by consi- 
derations independent of those springing from an honest 
weighing of ^the evidence, it may be pointed out that 
long before (as well as after) the trial, he and Francis 
were the closest official allies, if indeed not something 
more. ' 

So far back as November 1777 we find Francis’s noting 
as follows in his journal : ‘‘Show Chambers my recom- 
mendation of him to Lord North. Ho pledges himself 
to me in return.” 

A month later, when the overtures for a coalition 
between Hastings and Francis fail owing to the latter’s 
flat refusal to the plan of accommodation proposed, he 
puts an N. B. in his diary : “Justice Chambers entirely 
approves m}^ resolution.” On another occasion, when, 
dui’ing a private visit to Hastings, the latter “ professes 
the warmest resentment against the Supreme Court,” 
Francis communicates this to Chambers. 

ffi^the November following the trial he chronicles that 
he stands godfather to Chambers’s soiti 

Francis has been described as a good hater, but he 
could als<i^be Vi good friend, ever active and aggressive in 
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behalf of his friendship as well as of his enmity. This 
is abundantly shown in his letters to India after his 
return to England, where • his intrigues to supf)lant 
Iinpey by Chambem were incessant ; and the inference 
from those letters is irresistible, that^Fi^ncis s action in 
this respect was dictated by no public spirit, but l)y 
a desii’e to gratify private feelings. He h^d bai’ely been 
at home for two months when he writes for the second 
time to Chambers (whom henceforth he habitually ad- 
dresses as “ dear friend : 

Notwithstanding «an3‘tbing Iinpey may tell you to tlie 
contrary, bo assured from me that, except Mr. Dunning, the 
Supreme Court have not a friend or approver even in West- 
minstej’ Hall. The Clianccllor will either give up or certainly 
not defend Tmpey. He is a condemned man. Tliere is no 
power that cither can or is inclined to save liim from, public 
disgrace at the best. The friends of Hastings have tried 
every artifice to make it bo ^believed that you were implicated 
by accepting a post of profit in the JNdice ; but I have cleared 
y()u com])letcly up to the end of last year, and it stands 
rather bettej: than if you had {&ic, had not?) been so charged 

With respect to your interests you may rest 

assured that I wdll be alert in my attention to them. Ibit 
you must he aiding and assisting them yourself. Hyde is 
despised in the same way in which Impoy is execrated. You 
must stand clear and wddc of both.^^ 

Again, soon after Impey s return to England, Francis 
writes to Sir R. Chambers, after reminding hijn thqjji 
I have always confided in your friendship.” '' As^soon 
as Mr. Hastings is disposed of one way or another, J[ 
have reason to believe that the impeacjiment of the 
other (Impey) will be attempted, and with soHjo better, 
prospect of success.” He then gloatingly adds : “ To 
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the best of my judgment he will be hard run, and I hear 
he is very uneasy about it. ... Let the event of the 
prosecution be ever so favorable to him, a minute and 
public inquiry into all his conduct ^cannot but be very 
afflictiufj to bin*/’ ^ 

To his fidus Achates, Shoe, he writes about the same 
time (December 178G) in a similar strain : 

The prosecution of your friend, Mr. Hastings, will be 
revived with a renewal of vigour as soon as Parliament meets. 
Ho has had a pleasant summer of it. 

An attempt will also be made to'^impcach Sir Elijah Impey, 
in whose fate I know you are interested. 

Let the event to their persons be what it may, the charges 
will gibbet their characters to all eternity.’^ * 

And lastly, when Sir Robert Chambers is at length 
confirmed as Chief Justice, Francis writes out to con- 
gratulate him on an advancement : 'SSo long and so dearly 
earned, and so well-deserved and after thanking God 
that, he has got it, he finally assures him : I look back 

to old times, and remembei’ old friends with a tender, 
affectionate interest, considering them as objects in which 
1 have long had a property.'' 

" After this digression we go back to the sequence of 
events. 

That the nocturnal expedition at who^ie finale so many 
menabers of society assisted soon became public pro- 
perty-goes without saying ; and that it made a great 
noise in Calcutta may be gathered from these two entries 
in f'rancis's journaf: 

^‘December 12th, 1778 . — Handsbme behaviour of 
Wheler against the clamours of this cursed place." 

Dedmiber ISth. — H. and B. (Hastings and Barwell) 
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mean enough to send that business home to the Court 
of Directors.'** 

It was not apparently for* about three months afier the 
trial that Mrs. Gilmd consented to paiss into the ])ro- 
tection " of Francis. It is not impMobiible that he went 
to Chandernagorc to seek her, and that the following 
entries point to the renewal of tlVeir intimacy, witli its 
result : 

^'Jnne SOth, 1779. — At Chandernagorc: ul vidi, ui 
'peril!' 

* Francis, in his private letter too, at this time expresseis his annoy- 
•^ances at the Governor-Gcnerars frequently bringing the scandal before 
the Council ; ho felt, and probably with some reason, 4ihat this sudden 
censoi'Iousness came badly from tho husband of Mrs. Imhoff. As 
usual ho took care that Lord North should got early intimation of 
the affair from himself. Hicky. ever on tho alert to vilify, Hastings 
and (passively or indirectly at least) to befriend Francis, has the fol- 
lowing ‘ anecdote ’ with reference to the above in his Gazette 
for 1781 : 

“ An intimate friend of Mr. B — w-lVs, expressing to him one day 

his surprise thajb he should second Mr. H in that extraordinary 

and illiberal censure which appeared on the proceedings of the C— t 

on the conduct of Mr. F s respecting Mrs. G , replied with 

great ironical humour : By G-d I did not wish it, but I could not 

help it. I envy F beyond measure, but I must go along wijih 

II in these matters. The latter part of the confession may be 

of some little apology for Mr. B on the score of necessity, but 

what possible excuse can be found for his colleague in offering so 
warmly to censure a vice which his whole life had uniform^ parsed 
in the practice of, unless, indeed, we suppose it to be the second act of 
his penitence, as wo may reckon the first the honourable Rlliance4i'i» 
had previously entered into. When this gentleman was proposed 
some years ago in Leadenhall Street to be sent out high in his oilS^ 
his abilities, among other qualifications, were mentioned. Abilities, 
replied Lord Clive with a mixture of contempt an^ indignation, — ‘ I 
knew him some time in India, and never hoard o{ ai^. abilities h% 
possessed, except for seducintr the wives of his friends.’ ” 
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June 27th, 1779. — At Chandcrnagore: curious explan- 
ation with La Meiiicre, a ce qui me par wit on ne demands 
pas mienx, &cr 

Francis seems to have deferred to "Vespect for appear- 
ances so far, as‘ not to have received the lady into his 
house in Calcutta. There is little doubt that he estab- 
lished her at Hooghly, and his journal shows that he 
made, frequent trips there during the last half of the 
j^ear 1779, while his thoughts were much occupied on 
matters amatory, viz. : 

Septemher 9th. — Go up to Hughley, whore I propose 
to stay till we hear decisively froin England.’^ 

September 17th, — 0 ! Cam PhiUide, rendi me il cor.'" 

^'September 29th. — Qua^ spiravit amoves!' 

October IGth. — At Hughley.” 

October 17th, Sunday. — Ditto: Ridet hoc, inquam> 
Venus ipsa, indent simplices nymphe!' 

November 10th. — Keturn at night to Hughley. 
Quoquo vestigia tendit, componit furtiin subsequitarque 
decor!' 

'' November 20th. — Hughley. Pulchrior multo, juven^ 
umque prodis publica cura!' 

November 24 >th. — Return at night to Hugldey ; ferus 
et Cupido semper ardentes acuens sagittas!' 

This is tlie last entry in his journal that refers to the 
H'oogfely attraction ; there is no further allusion to Mrs. 
, (Jrand in his Indian diary, unless the asterisks in the fol- 
lowing stand for her name. 

^ *“ February 17th, 17 SO. — This day Mr. Bar well sends to 
desire leave to. pay his respects to * * * * j offers of a 
^passage ^England, &c.” 

Barwell sailed from Calcutta in the Swalloiv^ on the 
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Srd of March 1780, having two days previously gone to 
Francis’s house, as the diary records, to take leave with 
a fine palavering speech.*^’ 

If the entry of^ the 17th refers to a proposal of 
Harwell’s that Mrs. Grand should be a^passenger in the 
SwdLloio under his auspices, Francis, Tiolding the ideas of 
Harwell which he did, regaided it probably with as 
nucli com})osure as he would a proposal to pen a wolf 
iiid a lamb into the same fold. In any case, Mrs. 
Jrraiul did not leave India for several months later ; there 
3^1 be little doubt tl^^'t the following paragraph from 
Hicky’s “ Bengal Gazette,” December 9 th, 1780, refers to 
licr : “ Samuel Tolfrey, Esq.” (whose name we have 
^een as that of one of Francis’s attorney* in the trial) 
‘ has embarked for Europe with a fortune of three lakhs 
)f rupees : he intends proceeding from Colon ysic) or 
Uoringa in the Dutch ship that carries home Mrs.G d.” 

Now Francis himself, according to a letter of Warren 
Hastings, left India on 3rd December 1780, having first 
' engaged a passage in a Dutch ship, which he has left 
for one in the Foa*,” and this is explained by the very 
last entry in the Indian diary so often alluded to; 

Novemher. — Discover at last that it is impossible to 
go in the Dutch ship, so resolve to take my passage in tfie 
Fox* Captain Blackburn,” 

The probability is strongly against there being two 
Dutch passenger ships starting from Calcutta in those 
times within a few days of each other, the likelihood 
being that the ship alluded to in.Hicky, and that in 

* According to the “''Shipping Intelligence ” of the month, Francie^c 
follow-passengers in the Fox were Mr. Harwooa*, Mr. Tilman («ic) 
Mr. and Mrs. Lackam,and Mrs. Evins. 
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which Francis had first engagefd a passage, were the same ; 
if so, Francis at first clearly contem})lateJ accompanying 
Mrs. Ciand on her vo 3 ?^age to.Eui'ope. 

We have thought it worth while to attempt to clear 
up this point, as some writers have more than hinted that 
even in India Francis was not the only ‘'protector'' into 
wliose hands Mrs. Grand fell — a surmise for which there 
does not seem t5 be the least foundation.’*^ 

The story having thus taken Mrs. Grand out of India, 
we had now better leturn to the Narrative, to get a 
general idea of Mr. Grand’s after-doings as a Bengal 
Civilian in the last (quarter of the Eighteenth Century. 
Immediately after the trial, viz., in April 1779, his 
“ health being' sensibly" affected," he “ was advised by those 
friends who deeply felt for him, to change the air;" and a • 
berth was secured for him in Patna, by an exchange of 
appointments with Mr. J. H. Taylor, Head Commercial 
Assistant to the Factory there. 

In 1781 he appears to have been in Benares during 
Hastings’s visit there, and to have joiiK^l in the night- 
escape to Chunar after the tumult, as Ik^ gives the names 
of several of those who comprised Hastings’s suite on the 
night of 21st August. 

The following extract seems to show that Francis’s 
sicca rupees went eventually towards founding an enter- 


M. Piiiliot, though evidently a painstaking writer who en- 
dcavou|i.sto be accurate, thus gives currency to this allegation when 
noticing the ‘ Memoirs of f*hilip Francis “ Aussi Francis, condamnd, 
voulut-il en avoir pour son argent, et il vccht pendant uiieannee 
av6c Mme. Grand ^usqu ^ ce qu’elle se laissa enlever par un autre 
^otecteur jp=Ji'reifamena en Europe.” 
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prise in Tirhoot, which has ‘since grown into a magni* 
ficent ' industry ’ : 

III 1782 I was transferred hy Mr. Hastings from ftead 
Assistant to a commer^sial factory (in which the duties consist- 
ed of prizing (sic) cloths, seeing salt[)etre^wei^kod and loaded, 
attending to the accounts, &c.) to the government of two 
considerable provinces, involving the settlement and collection 
of revenues and maintenance of justice; the j)rovinces were 
Tirhoot and Hajeepoore. 

“ I took possession of a country yielding a revenue of above 
seven laacks of rupees, Jrit which had suffered from the 
depredation committed by those who wore com])clled to aban- 
don the charge to me, and had besides been in revolt owing to 
the intrigues of the Ilajah of Renares, Cheyt *Bing, whoso 
baneful influence had spread so far, and would have spread 
further, had he not been checked in time by Mr. Hastings’s 
wise and spirited measures. 

1 recovered a largo balance duo from the farmers to Gov- 
vernment, quieted and appeased without bloodshed every 
disturbance, brought back the disobedient to a just sense of 
their errors, augmented the revenue, m( rod need the matutf act U 7 ^- 
ing of Indigo after the Ein'opean manner,'^ encouraged the 
establishment of indigo works and plantations, erected three 
at my own expense, and tlius possessed at that moment a. 
fortune of £15,000 sterling, looked forward to a proportionate 
augmentation by continuing in my station and extending my 
manufactories, which, with my houses, lands, furniture, tent 
equipage, horses, boats, stood then upon a valuation of £ it), 000 
more.” 

Lord Cornwallis arrived in Septeiliber 1786, and'Mai. 
Grand went to Calciftta to pay liis respects, to his n<;\f 


♦ The italics are ours. 
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chief and to make reports arid suggestions as/’ he com- 
placently observes, ‘‘ one of the ablest revenue servants 
and ^bne of the most inteUigeM regarding the customs 
and usages prevailing in the provinces of Behar.” 

A measure, soon followed, which seems to have taken 
Mr. Grand quite by surprise, and to have been inexpli- 
cable to him, though to us, perhaps, the reason is plain 
enough, seeing that it was ordered by the Governor- 
General who first established purity and justice as the 
pillars of our rule in India, and who put a stop to the 
insalutary combination of executive authority with 
commercial pursui ts . 

He thus pathetically refers to the l)ard fate that ovei- 
took him : — 

On the 2Gth August 1787 I was in full possession of my 
sippoiidmcut, and my fortune was in that progressive state as 
described in 1785. I was in the enjoyment of every comfort, 
elegance, and luxury of life. I was beloved and respected by 
those living with me : my assistants Messrs. David van der 
Hey den (since M. P. for Westloe), Mr. Henry Colebrooke (since 
Member, Supreme Council), together with Mr. Steeh surgeon, 
and ]\lr. Purvis, my private secretary (since retired to England 
with a considerable fortune derived from the indigo manufac- 
tories) ; and I will say, because I challenge the contrary to bo 
proved, almost venerated by the natives of every description 
under my government, whose tears on hearing of my removal 
accompanied me from the place of my residence to the bank 
;of the Danges, where the limits of the district ceased — a dis- 
tance of twenty-five miles. On the 27th of August 1787, by 
pile stroke of his Lordship^s pen, was Mr. Eobort Bathurst 
nominated Co^ector of Tirhoot and Bajeepore, and thus every 
hope amj,, fair-built prospect existing on the preceding day 
completely blasted. Thus the blow was struck, and from that 
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date I fell perhaps never mhre to rise. View the portrait 
and feel ! I ! ” 

In 1788, without solicitation on his part, he* was 
appointed Judge and Magistrate of Patna, an office 
which he describes as a gold cl^jain* honorable, but 
burthensome* and totally bereft of every emolument/* 
He was shortly afterwards directed to, give up and 
dispose of his indigo concerns in Tirhoot ; against this 
he remonstrated, and finally proving contumacious, and 
charges as to his conduct as Judge of Patna having been 
laid, he seems to have been removed from the service. 

Ho did nob however leave India then, but remained 

m * 

ther(i a few years longer, trying apparentjy to get rc- 
instak’td. His name turns up occasionally in old Cal- 
cutta newspapers. Thus, in December 1793, we find 
him serving on the Grand Jury : in November P794 he 
is one of the commissioners for a scheme of a general 
lottery. Finally he sailed for England in 1799, and 
after a short stay at the Cape reached Dover in March 
1800. From the Court of Directors too he failed to 
get tlic redress which he had so calculated on, that 


* Mr. Grand did not appear to be much in favor of English legal 
procedure hero (unless perhaps when ho himself was the plaintiff), 
at least one may suspect so from his recording the following with 
much approbation : “ The great Lord Mansfiejd was known to say 

that had the institutes of Menu, the Indian Lawgiver, framed and 
perfected into a Code 1600 years before the nativity of our. Saviour 
(which laws Mr. Hastings engaged the celebrated Mr. Halhed to 
devote his time to the acquisition of the Sanscrit language, 
the view of rendering himself able to translate them into English), 
been known and been familiar to him which they Awere after the 
publication took place, his Lordship would never havq given his 
sanctioii for the introduction of English laws in India.'* 


B 
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he liaa accepted pecuniary advances from friends, to 
reimburse whom he was oblitjed to sell all that he 
had/and to transfer his a‘niiuity for their benefit. As 
we shall have occasion later on to ivfiir to the agency 
by wliich Mr. Gvan/l was extricated from his difficulties, 
wc will give verbatim what he has chosen to tell us on 
this subject himself: 

“ After suffering privations and hardships which fell heavy 
at luy time of life, I was relieved l)y the generosity of a 
friend, who had a lively reineinbraneo of attaehnient, and obli- 
gation for the conduct which I had o(3served during prosperity. 
With what w'as left me out of this sum, being two-fifths of its 
amount, I departed for the Continent, rny tried friends in' 
England approving of the same, and repeating their ass^urance 
they would not be unmindful to bring forward my claims and 
a reconsideration of my case, when tliey saw a proper oppor- 
tunity to exert themselves in behalf of their injured friend. 

By this same liberal friend was I offered a handsome 
pension to live at ease and to enjoy for the remainder of my 
days where the local (sic) was most agreeable ; and even I 
was enjoined by the warmest friends of my youth and career 
in life, through whom this bounty was tendered, vi'r., Sir Elijah 
Impey and Mr. Wombwcll, to accept of it, and cpiit the paths 
of ambition and the future trouble which might again arise 
and befall me from public situations. 

I rejected this munificence intended, not from pride, but 
from & consideration* I had other ties which demanded I should 
not sink into perfect repose whilst active faculties permit- 
ted (me) to discharge with credit stations to which I might 

elevated. With 'these sentiiAonts I assented readily to 
the proposition^ subsequently made to vne from the Batavian 
Government tc’ repair to the Cape of Good Hope in a high 
fitation,»r,.with' the promise of a higher, and the eventual assur- 
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ance of those friends to whose* interest in my behalf 1 felt 
sincerely grateful, that both rank and fortune were once more 
within my reach, and that tiotlvng would be spared to throw 
me into the state duriii^ my sojournment abroad of the truly 
pleasing one — oUum cum digiikate ; with thesjJ prospects and 
the fullest reliance of j)erformance did I e^lnbark vested with 
my now honors after the treaty of xVmicns in a time of pro- 
found peace, and with the strongest hope of itS continuance, 
^ for my destination. Tlie unfortunate wnr which soon burst 
out after my arrival, has deprived me of those advantages to 
which I looked with fond delight, not so mucli *f )r what con- 
cerned me personally, but* for the gratification of others, and 
wjiich, from the honesty of those on whose proto ises I impli- 
cit*ly trusted, I am persuaded, I should othf^wise have 
reaj)ed. • Accustomed to vicissitudes, nay seemingly born to 
experience such, I behold this last with philosojthio contem- 
jdntion , mm frangL I feel blessed in my second doftiestic 
attachment, and I thank Heaven daily that what I have beeu 
denied in consequence, say worldly honors and riches, it has 
pleased the Almighty to compensate me in unimitaired facul- 
ties and an uncommon share of hcaltli anil activity far surpass- 
ing what might be ex[»ected in my years ( 1st of February 
1808 ).'' 

The occupation of the Batavian Republic having 
gone (on the Capo becoming a British Colony), Mr. 
Grand was appointed by the new Commander, Lieute- 
nant-General Sir David Baird, to be ‘'Inspector of, 
H. M.\s Woods and Lands ; ” but he seems soon to have lost 
this employment also, and then probably subsided into 
private life. The only reference to hini personally tflat 
we have seen is in 'Sir James MackintosVs Memoirs, 
who, on his way home from Bombay (his sliip^ having 
put in at the Cape), records in his diary : 16th Ja)MiTy 
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1812 . — “At the African Club, where I went to read 
Newspapers and Reviews, I met Mr. Grandt (sic), the 
first 'husband of Madame ‘•Talleyrand ; he is rather a 
gentleman-like old man, a native of Lausanne, sent here 
with an office during the peace/' 

It is much to be regretted that there is a wide gap 
in the history of Mrs. Grand, for the tilling up of which 
no materials of any authentic value seem yet to have 
come to light. 

One would 'like to know ho‘;v sixteen years in the 
very bloom of this beautiful woman’s life were passed, 
and would like to believe that her lot was not “ to be 
false unto many as faithless to one,” which experience 
pronounces to be too frequently the fate of those with 
similar antecedents. 

We certainly have what Lady Fj’ancis says on these 
points, and she professed to have open to her a source 
of information which probably could be most valuable ; 
but unfortunately what this lady committed to paper 
concerning the Grand affair turns out to be such a com- 
pound of superficial truth and solid error, in those parti- 
.culars which can be submitted to proof, that we are 
bound to reganl the whole of it with caution, and with 
the suspicion that much of what Francis in his old ago 
(pilose to tell his second wife on this subject, was intend- 
ed to amuse or to mislead. 

Stilt there is nothing very improbable in her account, 

dnch is briefly ** this, that; on Francis’s arrival in 
Eligland fro>in India, Mrs. Grand'^ went to reside in 
France, where she put herself into the charge of two 
respCv'^ble ^ladies, and though largely (if not mainly)* 
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dependent on the slender support whioli they could give 
her, she refused any assbtance from Francis. That he 
frequently went to see her ih Paris and Spa, but* that 
she, though acknovfledging her affection (or him and her 
attachment for no one else, ‘'resistcil the? temptation ol 
renewing the improper part of her intercourse with 
him.’' That he met her suddenly one df^y in England 
at tlie commencement of the French He volution, and 
that she tried to avoid him; having been driven from 
France with other emigrants, she had det^eriiiined, while 
in England, to remain concealed from him. And that, on 
^'the Avhole, she conducted herself with such decorum as 
finally to secure a most brilliant establish ipent in mar- 
ringe*and the protection of tlie respectable Josephine.'’ 
We may add, as in some degree confirmatory of the 
above, that a foot-note in Vol. II of the MemoirsN[Uotes 
a passage in a letter from Fiaiicis soon after liis return to 
England to an intimate friend in India, which very pro- 
bably refers to Mrs. Grand, viz. : “ You will be glad to 

hear that is established at Paris, creditably in the 

society of Madame Vunlde.” We susi)ect that the ' n ’ ir 
this last word is 4 misreading or misprint for ‘ r ’ ; and 
remembering that Varld* is given in the Calcutta Mar- 
riage Register as the spelling of the maiden name oi 
Mrs. Grand, it seems not unreasonable to inter that the 


* Curiously enough, while these pages are going through the press 
.a correspondent in * Notes and Queries’ asks for the origin of the natflS 
Worley, sometimes written Wyrley and Werl^y. He says it is Nor 
man derivation, and will be found twice in the authentic 
Battle of Abboy. The family first settled at Hampstead Hs^l ix 
Staffordshire; the arms are Hhree bugle horns stringed.’ In Doonaft 
•day the name is spelled Ouarley, 



f 262 


MADAME GRAND. 


blank stands for her, and that she was living with some 
relative of her own on the ^ther s side. 

On the other hand, to show what sort of stories circu- 
lated in France relative to the yeiirs between Madame 
Grand’s arrival* tli^re and her second marriage, we may 
quote one, not because we believe it to be in the least 
more susceptible of ])roof than many others, but because 
it pi’ofovsscs to be so circumstantial as to names, places, 
dates, &c., &;c. 

A work in four volumes, published in London in 18S4 
(four years before his <leath), entitled Life of Prince 
Talleyrand,” is without the author’s name, but is evidcntl^y 
a translation! of a work published in French in Paris in 
the same year, the name of the author being giVen in 
the catalogue at the British Museum as C. M. de 
Villemarest. This book says eoi’j-ectly enough tliat 
Madame Grant was born at Ti'anquebar, and it ])ro- 
duccs what purposes to be a summary of an account 
given by a Biitish Naval Officer, Lieutenant Nath. 
Belchier ; namely, that Madame Grant succeeded in the 
month of August 1792 in escaping from France, having 
witnessed under her very windows (in Rue de Mirabeau, 
*afterwards called Rue de Montblanc) the massacre of 
the jiorter* of the house in which she resided. In her 
hurry she left behind everything she possessed, and 

It will be romembored that it was on the 10th August 1792 that 
the iLassacre of the Swiss guard occurred. So infuriated were the 
qri^tal mob at the heroic devotion shown by4)he guard at theTuileries 
that almost all t^eir countrymen, the Swiss porters in the hotels, &c., 
of the city,^wer(^' butchered by bands of savages, who rioted through 
the stjl| ^ aftelf the sacking of the palace. 
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landed at Dover with her maid, and about twelve louis 
in her pocket. 

There Belchier made* her acquaintance, and learncrl 
that her property Ivad been sequestered in France. The 
lady had been married in India to ^an* Jlnglish gentle- 
man, the union did not prove happy, and she left India 
before her divorce from her husband was pronounced. 
This circumstance turned out most favorably, as she 
was thus still a British subject, and had the right to 
claim her pro[)erty from the Government. A gentleman 
named O’Dryor set off«^vith Belchier for I^aris, with full 
powers to act for Madame Grand in the recovery of 
what was loft tliere. In this they eventually succeeded ; 
leaviqg Paris again on 19th November, carrying with' 
them her property, part of wliich was gold, and much 
money and bank bills, diamonds, pearls, and other 
jewels, &c. Having overcome innumerable difficulties, 
they delivered lier fortune, back to Madame Grand, 
and both refused any pecuniary recompense. The 
account concludes by record!^ that Mr. Belchier calls 
Go<l to \\dtness (why is not apparent) that his only 
objo(^t was to tlius succour a Royalist lady then very 
ill, and, in spite of her sufferings, of remarkable beauty- 
Though this work seems to have appeared in Madame 
Grand's lifetime, the translator in the English copy adds 
in the form of a foot-note, that thc^ greater portion ,of 
the plate and objects of value tlnis preserved did not 
belong to Madame Grand, but to a Frimch nobleman, 
who was thought to have preceded the Bishop of 
in her affections, anfl who, during many ye^ars of disJi’eTss 
in England, was often heard to deplore tlult sl^e had dis- 
poiled him of all the valuables he had left.' Th.xftioble 
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man's name is given as Viscount de Lambertye, Avho is 
said to have returned some years after to Fiance, and 
being^in want, was advised tb apply to the then Madame 
de Talleyrand. ^His demands were stated to be granted, 
he thought, at 'the^ suggestion of Talleyrand. Instead 
of 400,000 francs he consented to accept, without any 
written deed, pine francs daily, which were paid from 
1808 till his death in 1813. 

It is curiously suggestive that another work, published 
in London many years before the one just quoted fiom, 
alludefe in an indirect way to the story attributed to 
Belchier. This book is in two volumes (London, 1805), 
written in a spirit most hostile to Talleyrand, and saysj 
'amongst other things, that, in a petition to the Directory 
in 1797, Madame Grand ])roved herself to liavc been a 
Danish 'subject, and that the Minister of Police allowed 
her as such to return to France with a Danish pass. In 
a foot-note in this book, reference is made to another, 
Les intrigues de C. M. Talleyrand,” which is alleged to 
say that when Mr. GraniJ heard of his wife's flight to 
England, not knowing her circumstances, i.e., the wealth 
recovered fur her by Belchier, forgot that he had been 
injured, and sent her an unlimited credence from Swit- 
zerland.” We know, of course, that Mr. Grand was in 
India in 1797 ; but we quote the statement for what 
it* is yrorth, lest if, by any chance true, we should be 
omitting a circumstance which redounds highly to his 
credit. It will be remembered that in his Narrative he 
^.'des mysteriously *to “ a friend ” who was substantially 
grateful for conduct of his when in prosperity. 

would be occupied were we to attempt to 
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give even a summary of llie fables written by French 
authors as to the first acquaintance of Madame Grand with 
Talleyrand. Their nuniberl^ccm to suggest how little wdl§ 
really known on a# subject, in regard to which inform 
ation, one must suppose, was eagerly sought. 

In July 1797, Talleyrand became Foreign Minister, 
through the influence, it is said, of Madame de Stael 
with Earras the Director. Some authors say, that it 
was very soon after this that Madame Grand came under 
his notice ; one of them, indeed, declares that he had 
from tlie Prince him.'^elf, whose secretary he was, the 
circumstances of their first meeting which, in one form 
or another, are given bj^ several writers, namely : that 
Ma<lrjiio Grand naively presented herself to the Ministeif 
of External Relations, in alarm at the rei)ort which she 
had heard from the best authority, that Bonaparte was 
about to invade England, and l»ad promised to give the 
Bank of England up to pillage; her visit was with the 
object of begging Talleyrand to get a guarantee that her 
property, which was all locked up there, should be saved 
for her. ^diat her friends, amdngst whom was M. de 
Montrond, had advised her to hasten to him for this 
purpose. Tlie story goes tliat the Foreign Minister 
the joke that had been played on her, but being too 
polite to tell her so, quieted her with a document guaran- 
teeing the safe delivery of her plate, jewels, fcc.^to any 
person she may name, as soon as ever Bonaparte s army 
had entered London! The one point worth noting ih 
this story is, that it keeps up the idea of the lady hiirig 
in possession of c&nsiderable property in the da'^s'of 
the Directory. 

Other accounts say that Madame urana a>,*voa in 
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Paris about this time, from London, almost without 
resources, being charged by some Emigres, with certain 
^legockitions which got her ^watched by the Police, and 
for protection from whom she sought cm interview with 
Talleyrand, who nva^ immediately captivated by her. 

Even that most respectable authority, Madame do 
Rcmusat, in lior lately published Memoirs, allows a 
theatrical element in their first meeting. Her version is 
this: “Under the Directory Madame Grand wished to 
go to England, where her husband resided (s/e), and she 
apjdied to M. de Talleyrand for a f»assport. Her beauty 
and her visit produced apparently such an effect upon 
him, that either the passport was not given, or it* 
remained unused. Madame Grand remained in Paris ; 
and shortly afterwards she Avas observed to frecpient 
the Hotel of External Relations, and after a short time 
she took up her abode there.*’ 

However, as pointed out by M. Pichot, the ac(*ounts 
which assign 1707 as the date of the acquaintunceshi]) are 
contradicted by a letter which M. Michaud (Junior) 
says that he himself saw, and which Talleyrand must 
have written early in 170G. 

.. Whether Talleyrand met Madame Grand in England, 
where he was early in the Revolution, or elsewheie, it 
is circumstantially mentioned in the Biographic Univer- 
S( 3 lle .by Michaud, that she came to Paris with 
him from Hamburg in the first days of 1706; that 
Talleyrand had very little money then, and went into a 
?«erlest furnished lodging. He soon had the vexation 
to see arrested, and sent to prison his travelling com- 
panion, on, su.^picion of her having had intimate relations 
with tene emigrants at Hamburg. To obtain her 
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release, Talleyrand was olJliged to wi ite himself to Bai ras 
the Director. Tlie characteristic letter, for the authen- 
ticity of which M. Micliaud vouches, is probably 
to most readers, but for those who may^not have seen it, 
we here give it : — 

“Citoyoii Dirocteur : 

Ou vioiit d’arrotor Mine. Grand comrne coj^ispiratrice. C’ost 
la porsonne d’ Europe la plus incapable de se meler d’aucune 
affaire. C’ost uno Indienne, bien belle, bien paresseuse, la plus 
desoocupeo de toutes Ics femmes (jiie j’aie jamais rencontrees. 
Jc vous demande inter«t, pour elle. Je suis sur ipi’on ne lui 
trouvera ])as 1’ ombre de pretexto pour no pas terminer cette 
*. petite affaire a la{}uelle jo serais bien faclie qu’on mit do 
I’eclat. Je 1’ aimo — ct je vous atteste i\ vous, irhommc a lioiii^ 
tno, que de sa vie ello no s’est melee et ifest en etat de so* 
ineler d’aucune affaire. C’est une veritable Indienne, et vous 
savez k quel degre cette espece de femme cst loin de toute 
intrigue. 

Salut et attacheinent, 

Cn. M. Talleyrand.” 

Readers in this countiy will, perhaps, conclude from 
the above, that the astute Talleyrand had somotliing to 
learn about the dove-like proclivities of veritable “ ^ndi- 
eiines.” 

This will be a good opportunity for seeing what Frencn 
chroniclers of this time say of th(f beauty of Madajne 
Grand, which soon became the theme of Paris society. 
M. Colmache was, we believe, the author of a small 
volume, translated into English alscf, called ‘‘ Revela^oi^ 
of the Life of Prhice Talleyrand.” In his position* as 
secretary, ho seems to have been admitted ;^o tjie intima^ 
of the statesman, whose last moments also he ^‘itnessed 
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and wrote an account of. tie tells some interesting 
anecdotes about Talleyrand, and disposes of some vener-^ 
able ones which had long passed current as genuine. 
He knew Madame Grand before heiv second marriage, 
but it is curioutii tha^ one who ought to have been better 
informed should, by way of correcting other accounts, 
lay down rather authoritatively that her maiden name 
was Dayrl, her father a Breton, and that she was born at 
L'Orient, but taken in early infancy to India. However, 
as touching her personal attractiveness, his testimony, 
as that of an 65^0- witness, should not be open to cavil. 
“ Madame Grand,” he says, at the time of her re-appear- 
ance with Talleyrand, “ had the kind of beauty which 
IS the rarest and the most admired in Europe. She was 
tall and slight, with that languor in her carriage peculiar 
to creole ladies; lier eyes were well open and affec- 
tionate (caressants), her features delicate ; her golden 
hair playing in numberless curls, set off a forehead 
white as a lily. She had, moreover, preserved a cliild- 
like grace in her expression and throughout her whole 
person ; it was this which distinguished her from those 
Parisian ladies who might, perhaps, rival her in beauty, 
an<^ made her resemble rather Madame Recamier than 
Mine. Tallien or Mine, de Beauharnais.” Madame de 
Remusat says on the same subject: ‘'She was tall, and 
her figure had all the suppleness and grace so common 
to women born in the East. Her complexion was dazzl- 
ing, her eyes of the brightest blue; and her slightly 
jiunuf^d-up nose gave her, singularly enough, a look of 
Talleyrand himself Her fair golden hair was of pro^- 
verbial bejiu^/.” 

If are to believe what some French authors say on 
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the subject, the marriage of Madame drand with Talley- 
rand was brought about as dramatically as their first 
meeting. 

Up to 1801 Talkyrand was under the ban of excom- 
munication pronounced against him^in 4790 by Pius the 
Sixth, and the liaison of the ex -Prelate, though a public 
scandal might have been tolerated, Avere^ it not that his 
demi-official receptions as Foreign Minister were held by 
Madame Grand. One account relates that Fouche 
broufiflit to the notice of the First Consul a scurrilous 
article in an English newspaper upon him, whereon 
Bonaparte in a rage sent for Talleyrand : “No wonder,*' 
“said he, “ that Ave are villified in England Avhen Ave 
expose ourselves to it by the conduct of our public 
Ministers; the Envoys and Ambassadors for Foreign 
Courts are, I understand, compelled to wait upon your 
Mistress : this must not continue/* 

“ Neither shall it,” retorted Talleyrand, “ they shall 
henceforth wait on my Avife.” 

Madame do Remusat gives a someAvhat similar expla- 
nation of the marriage, but Avith the important exception 
that it was by no means a proposition of Talleyrand’s, 
This lady, from her position at the French Court, ihad 
the best opportunities for learning the actual facts,"^ and 
her version is, in all probability, the true one. 

From this Ave learn that Madame Srand did th^ honors 
of Talleyrand’s table and salon, and “with a good grace 
but that difficulties arose with the ambassadresses, some 
of whom would not consent to be rSceived at the 
office by the lady fSresiding there, whereupon the mftei 
complained, and the protests of both si^es^^ame to th( 
ears of the First Consul, who at once sent fee ^Tallev 
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rand and told him that Madame Grand must leave the 
house. This was not so easy to accomplish. Madame 
Giand/ with admirable promptitude, went to Josephine 
and supplicated her to procure her r n interview with 
Bonaparte, to whose presence she was admitted. Con- 
temporary evidence tells us that at this time she was, 
though not in the hey-day, still in the rich maturity 
of her charms ; she was nine and thirty, but what of 
that, a woman is never any older than she looks ; and 
Napoleon, wdien afterwards disparagingly alluding to 
her at this epoch, acknowledged that elle etait tres- 
belle femme.” 

At the interview with the First Consul she fell on her 
ioiees, and very probably it was the old story, woman’s 
best weapons, tears and cajoling, triumphed once again, 
for the ’softened flonaparte dismissed her saying, ** I 
see only one way of managing this, — let Talleyrand marry 
you, and all will be arranged. You must bear his name, 
or you cannot appear in his house.” Once bent on 
making a marriage Bonaparte lost no time, but at once 
conveyed his decision to Talleyrand, and gave liiiii but 
twenty-four hours to think about it. 

T1 ese hours were so well employed by the lady herself, 
that Talleyrand reluctantly assented, influenced, as Ma- 
dame de Remusat conjectures, by the remains of love, 
the^power of habit,* and also perhaps by the fear of 
irritating a woman whom it is impossible to suppose he 
had not admitted to his confidence.” 

Jcviienhine too is said to have been a warm advocate for 
the furtherance of Madame Grand s wishes. The marriage 
was performed ery soon, but even the place where this 
occurred-^ds in dispute amongst French writers, some 
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saying that it was in the* village of Epinay 1 > 3 ^ a cure, 
gthers, before one of the Mayors of Paris. Its date was 
10th September 1802. 

In the precedi 11 ^ year Tallc 3 ’ran(l liad^ obtained from 
Pius the Seventh a revocation of the wciioiiimunication 
passed on him b}^ the previous Pope, and a sanction foi 

Ills return to secular life.* Though he himself believed 

^ • 

this to be authorization enough for his entry into the 
marriage states as a layman, the Pop(‘ did not, and highly 
resented tlui step, and, it is said, made it a condition, 
when he afterwards came to the French Court, that no 
one should present to him cette dame.” Talleyrand’fc 
*f)wn relations als(j were said to be much ^outraged, so 
mucluso, that his mother declined any longer to accept 
the adoNvance which her distinguished son made her. 

The First Consul also looked askance at the lady 
whose mari'iage he had promoted ; whethei he did so to 
wound Talleyrand, whom he really never liked, but 
whom he could not do without, or from ))ersonal objec- 
tion to herself, is not veiy clear. At anj" rate, according 
to Madam5 de Rdmusat : 

“ He treated her coldlj’, even rudedy ; never admitted hci 
to the distinctions of the rank to which she was raised withlmt 
making a difficulty about it : and did not disguise the repug- 
nance with which she inspired him, even while Talleyranc 
possessed his confidence. Talleyrand bore all this, nevei 
allowed the slightest complaint to escape him, and arranged sc 
that his wife shouhl appear but seldom at Court. 8lie*reccivec 

* The words in the Payal brief are: ‘‘ Nous vous degageons ^nrjij 
plenitude de notro puissance du lieu de toutes Ics cxcommunicatione 
Nous vous accordons le pouvoir de porter Thabib aec^Ue?! et de gere] 
toutes les affaires civiles.'^ 
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all distinguished foreigners on certain days, and on certain 
other days the Government officials ; she made no visits, none 
^cre exacted foin her. Provided eal;h person bowed to her on 
entering and leaving his salon, Talleyrand^ asked no more ; he 
always seemed b)^bcar with perfectly resigned courage the 
fatal ‘ tu Pas vouliP of Moliere^s comedy.'^ 

In no aspect of tlie ease, therefore, could Talleyrand be 
congratulated; bullied in the first place by Bonaparte 
because he was not married, and then in disgrace with 
the Pope, because he was. 

The first Consul was remarkablo for tlie want of even 
the ordinary courtesy of a genthnnan to ladies, but so 
pronounced did his cold demeanour to this attractive 
Voman appear to court society, that the wits of tlie 
day felt bound to seek sotuc cause for it, not lying 
on the {surface ; and accordingly this was one of the anec- 
dotes accounting for his resentment, wliich went around. 

When Madame de Tallcyi’and appean^d first at Court 
after her marriage, Bonaparte, with })atronizing imper- 
tinence, expressed a hope to her, that the future good 
conduct of tlie citizeness Talleyrand would causci to be 
forgotten the indiscretions (legbreU'*s) of Madame Grand ; 
to svhicli the bride naively^ I'ejoiiied, that in this respect, 
perhaps, she could not do better than follow the example 
of the Citizeness Bonaparte ! * 

♦ Napoleon himself has given a very sufficient reason for his action 
regarding* Madame Talleyrand, if he is to be believed. When speak- 
ing to O’Meara at St. Helena in a tone of very moral elevation (the 
of which will pbrhaps sound strange to modern readers who 
knfbv^ his own multitudinous liasons and moijal obliquities), ho said ; 

The triumph of Talleyrand was the triumph of immorality ,* a priest 
a arried to tUu w/l‘e of another, and who had given a large sum to her 
baBban(^fbr permission to retain his wife ; a man who had sold every- 
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It was at Neuilly tliat the Talleyrands lived after the 
jnarriage, and that Sir Elijah Irripey visited tliem imiae- 
diat<^ly after the Peace^of Amiens; and, if there Jje iufy 
foninlation foj:* tla^ sentimental scandal of Lad}^ Francis, 
the Ex-Chief Justice even in his old age^“ sufiered much 
extremity” from the witcheries of Ids hostess. But as 
an extraordinary statement, made in connection with 
this renewal of acquaintanceship between old Calcutta 
iViends, will compel us again to refer to Mr. Grand’s 
Narrative, we must ])e particular in quoting it exactly, 
moi*e es[)ecially as it* seems to have iTeen accepted as 
true by the English ai»d FreiKth writers who have re- 
'•produced it. In the life of Sir E. linpey, by liis son, 
page^JiSG, we llnd the following: 

“ Among tlui persons whom we met in the very mixed 
society of Paris, was the Ci-devant Mrs. Le Gnmd (sic), 
who had lately b(‘en married to M. de Talleyrand, then 
Minister for Fondgn Atiairs. 

My father renewed his old acquaintance with her; 
and through the lady he became sutlicientlv intimate 
witli the ^.xt raonlinary diplomatist, her husband, to be 
one of tlie Englishmen most frequently invited to his 
table. The soin'es and ])ctlfs-s(^ui)ers of Madamo ^le 
Talleyrand at her charming Villa of Neuilly wc^e at 
this period about the most select in France, being rival- 
led only by those of the Consulcss Jc^sephim', the liter«ary 

thiiif? and played the traitor to every wide and everyone., I forbad 
Madame T. to come to my Court, chiefly because her reputation waa 
run-down (dccriee), and because I discovered that BOine 
merchants had paid lier,400,0()0 francs in the hope of obtaining' s«me 
commercial favors through the intervention of her husband.” If 
true, not a bad. stroke of business, it has been ^ernarked, for <^e 
reputed to bo a fool 1 

S 
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Matlfinie clc Stcaef, and tlie fasliional)](‘ 'and fascdnatiiior 

o 

Madame Kc^camier. Tlie}^ invited not only the Corps- 
diplomitUiue, but all sucId as'^were distinguished by 
tlieir station or talents. 

, I 

“ At one' of* these assemblies, myself being present, tliis 
rcmaikable renco’HtvG took place, of persons not likely 
even to have met beneatli the same roof, under any cir- 
cumstances less’fortuitous. These pei-sons were Mr. and 
Mis. Fox, Sir Elijjih ami Ladj^ Imp(\y, M. and Madame 
dc Talle3U'and, Sir Philip Francis, and Mr. Lo, Grand !” 

Mr. Impey \Vritos as an cye-/vitness. In the first 
place we have to observe that on liis own sliowing he 
was only in Paris during the visit ho alludes to, fora,' 
portion of December 1(S01 and of January 1802. Now, 
as we have seen already, tliere was no Madame Talle\ rand 
till Seiiticmber 1802, and Francis was not Sir Pliilip till 
ISOG. But allowing for some little confusion of dates,* 

* It is very uii])iilatal:)lc to liave to comment iinfavoral»ly on any 
portion of the honest attemi)t whicli Mr. Impty made to (lel'end iiis 
father’s memory. Jm2mr co;i//rc.txu,s Achifll lie sat d()\wi manfully 
at the age of sixty -six to write for the first time in his life a 
ponderous book, mainly devoted to controversy. It is no dispjirage- 
jAhiL of him to say that at such an age his mind lacked the 
necessary accuracy. Wc will give a single instance here of his 
handling of dates. Thornton, in his History of India, reflected on 
Chief Justice Impey s pidicial oppression in tlio committal of a Mr. 
North Naylor, a Solicitor, for contempt of Court. lie was confined to 
jail for a fortnight in March, and unfortunately died in the follow- 
ing August irom the effects of the climate. His Counsel appeared 
j^efqf^'thc Supreme Couvt for him : Nr. Laurrvcc . — “ I hope your 
Lordship docs not mean that Mr. Naylor should answer in. riurulix.'' 
Chief Justice. — “ Why not ? Mr. Naylor will have more time to think 
his coudu€‘t prepare his answer.” Nr. Laurence . — “ It is a bad 
place foi> contemplation.” Mr. Impey, instead of answering this 
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it would be safel' to assiiifie some stAnge betraj^al of 
memory, or mixing up of circumstances, on Mr. Jmpey’s 
part, than to believe tli^t such an unfortunate meeting 
conflicting elcmenl^ would not liave been guarded against 
by one, of whom Talley rand’s secretary jtestifies, — she 
was unrivalled in the tact and with wliieli she 

received company.” Philip Francis as a septuagenarian 
had notliing to gain or lose by not being I’Ank on this par- 
ti(*ularpoint with his second wife, wlio distinctly sa^^s, that 
he tohl her, that he as well as Sir E. Impe}^ was in Paris 
aftei’ the peace, and 4hat he received •a m(‘ssnge from 
Madame Grand telling him of her pros]Xi(*ts, and asking 
him not to attempt to see her, lest M. Talleyrand might 
take offence ; and so much did she deprecate even an acci»^ 
d(‘ntal meeting at that critical tinu^, that, to avoid all 
chancre of it, she expressed her iiiientioii of lu^iking a 
little excursion into the country. To carry out her 
wishes, Francis says that he hastened his own departure 
fj'om Paris, and that he nc'ver set eves on her again. 
Ho also said that Talleyraini, whom he did jueet tlien 


cliarj^ci ag’iiinst liiw fatiu'r on its says that he was not there at 

all Jit the time: that Dyilo (the junior jmisiie) was the Jinl^e cy.llgd 
“ (rhh'f Justice and then he I'aucies he dispu'^cs of the qncsti</i by 
showing* triumphantly that his father was away at (-hittag:ong* from 
the titli July 177S to Uth March 1771) (which by the way he was not) ; 
be overlooks the fact that the contempt, comi^ittal, and dcat^i of Mr. 
Naylor all occurred in 1780 (when his father was present), and had 
notliing* whatever to do witli 1778. In another part of^hil^ book he 
poes out of his way to chronicle that ‘‘ the j^uino ship carriod^)Ut the 
Judges and Members of yonncil. ” The smallest cmpiiry on s^»feivi^ll 
a matter would have shown him even the names of the two ships < 
assigned to their freight,— the Judges being in oiie,.'the Councillors in. 
tho other. 
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and at other times, was alwiiys ungracious to him in 
manner, and gave no encouragement to an acquaintance- 
ship. ^.Tlierc is quite enough inlierent prohahility in all 
this to shake our faith in evidence, to (lie contrary, 
coming even fi;oin a truthful witness who may liave 
fifot confuse<l alx^ut his reminiscences. 

0 

But, Mr. Impiy's story was not new ; he puhlislied 
his father’s life in BS-Pi, and over tliirt}^ ye.irs hefore tliat, 
the fdleged coming together of incongruities at Ntuiilly 
liad been in ])rint, and found its way to the (-aiu^ of 
Good Hope, ]K)ss\l)ly to the AfricKii tdub tliere, wlierci 
it came under the o)>servation, and arousiMl the indig- 
nation, of poor old Mr. Gram.l, and ins]»ireJ tin’s posi- 
st5i*ipt to his Narrative, dated 3()th April 1S14, viz. : 

‘‘ A miserable author, denominating himself the modern 
Phitareh,^ has liad the impudenee to assert ‘ that at a. dinner 
given hy M. do 'J'alleyrand in 1802, then the Minis! (‘r in 
Franco for Foreign Affairs, there sat down to tahlc the former 
Mrs. Grand with her former husband, Sir Elijah Im])ey, who 
had presided on the Bench in the action-at-law brought hy 
him before his tribunal, and Sir P. Francis, who had commit- 
ted the injury.’ I treated the remark at the juncture, when 

1 saw the publication, with the contempt so unfounded an 
asJ^ei^ion merited, and it had accordingly CKCaj)ed my memory 
wlicn I was finishing the narrative of iny life which 1 have 

given 1 feel myself compelled to animadvert 

thereon,,, and out of ,fustico to both parties implicated in this 
illiberal and false observation, to refute this calumny in all its 
points. 

, therefore, calf God to witness that to my knowledge 

I nbver saw tlie first Mrs. Grand, neither in India nor in 
Europe, from^tli^, meloncholy Sunday, viz., the 13tli December 
lf78 — the sensation of which day 1 have described, and which 
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fixed our eternal separation. Wo remained from that moment 
4ikc those who, having lived for a time in the height of happi- 
ness, have witn(‘ssed that happ'iness suddenly and unexpt}cte(fry 
interrupted byoiie Ij^iing cut off never in tins world to meet 
again. Persons of tliis stamp never Ciyi fdtget the ties which 
hod ('xisted. We knew the delicacy of each other’s senti- 
iiKMits, and never once thouglit of infriij;^ing that line of 
coinluct which such a sense of feeling uaturallj'^ prescribed. 


I certainly went to l^aris in LS0*J, and utih the exception 
of tiie friend of my youtn, Mr. Womb well, and my lamented 
.friend Sir Elijah Impey, saw during my sojournment in that 
eapitiil none of the other ]«ersons mentioned, i lodged at tlj^ 
Hotekdu Corcle Hue do Uichelieu, an hotel for the accommoda- < 
tion alone of male strangers. Madame de ’falleyrand was, as 
I understood, inhabiting Xeuilly, a residence in the*environs 
of Paris appertaining to M. de Talleyrand, it was in the 
lieight of summer, and few peo[»lo of rank frequented the city. 

I gratified my curiosity in seeing the public buildings, A'c., 
and after an abode of a very lew da}s departed for Switzer- 
land, Arc., A:c.” 

There we may leave the draiiiatie rencontre at “ the 
charming Villa of Neuilly.” But Jlr. Grands postsc/ipt 
suggests some considerations on anotluir matter. His 
.solemn statement in this, while perhaps literals true, 
conveys an impression the reverse of true ; it certainly 
docs so, if, when he parades their mutual delicacy and 
the absence of all thought of intVin^ging wlial; it, pros- 
cribed, he wishes it to be believed that lie not oin'j^cM 
not actually see his former wife, but had no communi- 
cation, direct or indirect, with her. No orte it^ading thte 
disingenuous nostscrint would suspect, for instance, that 
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a very prominent object in this visit to Paris (which 
lyas spent in “ seeiiifj public buil<Jings was the negociat- 
ing witli the Talley rands for an appointment which 
would provide 'him with a livelihoocl, and which above 
all would get Inm o\it of Europe. 

From his former allusion to the offer of a handsome 
pension from a‘ certain 'liberal friend ' tendered througli 
Sir E. Impe3% and his acknowledging that lie did see the 
latter during tills Paris visit, it may fairly be inferred 
who the friend *in need was, and that the go-between in 
the final negociations was the wily old Chief Justice. 
For a knowledge of the circumstances attending on Mr., 
^jrand’s deportation from Europe to the Cape, we have 
again to express our indebtedness to an interesting little 
volume of Recollections of Talleyrand brought together 
by M. AmcMt'e Pichot. Before we ([uoto him, it may 
be well to premise that in the Acte de Mariage between 
Talleyrand and Madame Grand (10th Se[)tember 1802), 
she is described as the divorced wife of G. F. Grand, b}" 
an Act i)ronounced in Paris in April 1798 (lej.8 Germi- 
nal, An. vi) — i.e., just two years before Grand arrived 
from India. How the divorce (presumably obtained 
un\ler the law of republican Franco) was brought about, 
or whether moiie^^ facilitated it, we have come across 
no evidence whi(jh will show. However, the fact of 
its liaving been got nearly four and-a-half years before 
his inahTiagej, contradicts this statement of Madame de 
llenKisat, with reference to the alleged necessity for 
^husli-rnoney, — vh'. : It apjiears that Mr. Grand, who 
lived in England, although little desirous of receiving 
•a wife fro^n ^hom lie liad long been separated, contrived 
to get hi^iself lai'gely jiaid for withholding tl|c protest 
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against the mari'iage, with which he repeatedly menaced 
*the newly- wedded coujjle.” 

M. Pichot also has it, that the divorce w^ olfly 
obtiwned just befoTe the marriage, and was not consented 
to till a large sum was paid. 

We have already seen what Mr. Grand has Jtold us 
himself about his going to the Cape consecpient on a 
‘‘ j)r()positi()n made to me from the Batavian Govern- 
ment;” he also gives a translation of the order defin- 
ing the appointment, with its einolumeiits, to which he 
was nominated : 

‘M^lxtnict from the Consultation of an Assemblj^ of the States 
governing the Batavian Kepuhlie — 

“ bi this Assemhly it was this da 3 ’ proposed, ana alter mature 
deliberation resolved, to nominate Mr. (h F. (Jrand to the 
station of Privy Councillor of the (Jovernment at •the Ca]>e 
of (Jood Hoi^e. He is accordingly appointed and establislied 
in the above situation with a salary annexed thereto of 
2,000 CJaroli guilders annually. 

^‘And further it was resolved to transmit copies of his nomi- 
nation to •the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to the 
Directors of the East India Company, and to Mr. C. F. Grand, 
ill order to serve for their respective guidance. 

S. DASSAVAI^., 
Secretary. 

This is dated ten days after tTie marriage, of the 
Talleyrands, — i.(\, 2{)th September 1802; and s^ime light 
is thrown on the s|)irit wliich guided tlic •Assembly’s 
mature deliberations ” by tlie following auCt)grapli 
letter sent a month later by Madame de Talleyrand^ 
herself to M.*Vau der Goes, the Minisk^r 4br Foreigu 
Affairs of the Batavian Kepublic : 
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Moxsieuii — Je no veux pas tarfler clavantage ii vous 
remcrcier de votre obligeance, efc do tout ce quo vous avez • 
voiilu faire pour M. Grand a* ma '^^emande. 

‘‘ L’empressemeut et la grace quo vous j avez, mis, me prou- 
vent, Monsietxr, qi^e* Tonne comp to pas en vain sur votre amiti^, 
et cela m’autoriso k vous dornander uii nouveau service. 
C’est celui do faire cnjoindre k M. Grand de s’einbarquer sans 
dclai, etant tout a^'fiiit incoiivenant qiTil prolonge son sejour 
k Amsterdam, ou il est d6ja depuis uii mois,/(n*^ mal a propos, 

‘‘ Jo vous serai done tros-oblige de vouloir bion lui i'uiro 
parvenir le plus tul possible (choz M.^M. 11, ot Tb. do Smoth, 
A Amsterdam) Tordre pour son cmbanjueinent, vous priant. 
Monsieur, de recovoir d’avaiice tons mes remorciments a cot 
4^ird et d’agroer Tassurance do ma plus })arfaite consideration. 

TALLEYRAND-PERIGOIID, NEE WOULEE.” 

She \Vas evidently very proud of her new name, 
because only twelve days after her iriarriage (1st Voiule- 
miaire, An. XL), in writing to tlie same correspondent, 
she says ; You will see, sii*, by the name which my 
union with M. de Talleyrand gives me the right to bear, 
how the tender and sincere afiection of that amiable 
friend has made me the hap|)iest of women.” 

'As M. Pichot remarks, it was a stroke; of high diplo- 
macy as well as national economy on TalleyramTs part 
to get the Batavian Republic (which could refuse no- 
thihg to France since 1795) to provide for M. Grand. 
That Talleyrand himself was the suggester of an aj^pli- 
cation to h'is NctherlamTs colleague is evident from a 
pi»ssag6 in a letter from Ma<laiue Grand to M. Van der 
'Goes in the month preceding the marriage (3 fructidor 
au. X 2i'tli/. August 1802), “ M. de Talleyrand 

m’autorise k vous mander qu’il vous aura une obligation 
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particaliore de*ce quo voiis ferez p?)ur moi a cette 
occasion.” And ap;aiti, when the Batavian Minister 
announces to her the ^embarkation of Grand, th3 
fulness of hor gratitude she writes : M. de Talley- 

rand is as sensible d-s I am of j^our kyid Offices, and 
charges me to repeat to you all that I liave already 
conve 3 ^ed to you of his recognition, and his desire to 
give you proofs of his attachment an^ consideration 
(2nd Januaiy 1808)/’ 

But the putting to sea of Mr. Grand was !iot destined 
to quite bring to an cild the bride’s apprehensions about 
him ; it was not for nothing that she wisho<l to hasten 
his departure ; probably no one knew better than M. de 
Talleyrand how long the Peace of Amiens was going 
last. The rupture came : but the only concern wliich. 
the renewal of war liad for poor Madame de Talhyrand 
was in connexion with Grand’s vo^^age ; What, if it were 
not over ? Wliat if some dreadful British cruiser were to 
capture the ship transporting him, and land himself back 
again in Europe? Here would be asoriy trick for fate to 
play her, after matters had been arranged so nicely too; 
this would be '‘fort mat d p?’opos ” Avith a vengeance ! 
To whom could she more suitably confide/ her new 
anxieties than to her tried ally, \biii der Goes ? iThat 
s}UJipathizing friend was ecjual to the occasion, and with 
a g;illantiy that never failed, he %igain came to 
relief, with the intelligence which calmed her fears, that 
Councillor Grand had arrived at the Cape. 

Readers are referred by M. PichoC for the proofi^of the 
authenticity of this* curious ct)rres}>ondence to a histery^ 
of the Diploinatic Relations of the Bataviay Rej>ublic, 
publislied at the Hague, only in 1804?, bj^ Professor 
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Wraede, or the iJnivcrsity of Utrcclit, to whom the 
autograph letters were communicated by Baron Van der 
Q:)es,»?5on of Talleyrand’s friend. 

As we shall have no further occasi(5n to' refer to Mr. 
Grand, it is only fair, before we dismiss him, to notice 
another incomprehensible statement disparaging to him 
and to Madame ^Ic Talleyrand, whieliaj)poars in a foot-note 
in Mr. Im[)ey’s Life of his father, and Avhich has been 
reproduced, with acceptance seemingly, in the Memoirs 
of Francis ” : 

* 1 

‘‘ Part of the .scHjuol of Lc Grand’s liisfory I can supply : 
After the Peace of Paris, iu 1815, he came to London ; so duL 
Madame la Prpices.se de lienevento. Ills object was to ])nl)lish 
fhe particulars of the lady’s life at Calcutta in revenge for his 
disa[)pointnient tit Batavia — her’s to seek redress for the publi- 
cation. d saw it; it was a ])aitry book, priiite(l at the Cepe. 
They both applied to me. I a<lvised the author to suj)pi-css 
his work, and the Princess not to go to law. This advice, of 
course, was very unpalatable to both : the lady took a legal 
opinion, and the gentleman took himself off. What Ix'came 
of him since I know not : but the libel shortly disapp('are,<l, 
and the matter seems to have ended as amicably as before.” 

. All wc can say about this is, that if Mr. Tnipoy r<‘ad 
the book, which he says he saw, he would not thus have 
. bashed up an old blunder of MacFarlano’s and called the 
narrative a libel. io.se who have gone through the 
numerous extracts which we have given from it will 
liave seen that Mr. Grand never imputed even blame to 
lijs \yifc, and that lib alludes to'hcr with gentlene.ss and 
,ki fid ness, and to those who can read between the liiu^s, it 
will be prof abje that he writes under a sensp of obligation 
for favor conferred : Where then is the libel for which 
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redress was to be sought? He tells us himself of the 
philosophical way in w^iich he took his disappointment 
about the official post (bunJ for him, and his wor<J^ d<j*fdt 
breathe nmcK of the spirit of revengo against a woman, 
too, who did her utmost for him, for Jier*own sake as well^ 
as for his. The man moreov(;r, whose correct name Mr. 
Tmp(‘y does not even know, never wentt^ Batavia, but to 
the (^ape of Oo"d Hope, which, it is violently improhahlc, 
h(* ever left again, as, with the pcoverhial triumph of Hope 
over Expeik'ncc, In? dared a second n^arriage, and this 
tinn? successfully, as we may gatlnn- from the concluding 
sentence in the dclicatory letter introdu(‘ing his Narra- 
tive' written in 1S14, wlicnhe was at least,sixtv-six, and 
evi(f“ntly at peace with t])e world and dispos('tl to stay 
whci'e lie was so: You know the s<^'<piel — Happy in my 
second choice of a partner T upbraided not tlio* worhlly 
opportunity lost. My happiness centrtMl alone in do- 
mestic C'>nc(‘rns. May you be blessed in the like man- 
ner, should it over he your lot to deplore as I did the 
ci’uel se|i;i.rati(m wliich forced me from the first.” We 
must leave to others the task of ri'conciling, if they can, 
this conclusion with Mr. linpey\s foot-note ; we cannot 
fancy a more difficult one. , 

- It is said that Madame dt? Talleyrand’s great elet^ation 
gave her but sliort-lived happiness, and that like mosj> 
2 yfrrraus, she went but indifferently through the trials 
of prosperity. Stories are told of her affectation of 
royal state, in having maids of honor, page.^, &c., which 
possibly have some truth in them, as an anecdote ^ela^es, 
that when courtiers camo to congratulate TalleyrauH oa 
his advancement by Napoleon in 180(Htctthe ranlj of 
Prince of Beneventum, ho stoj^ped them witli “ Eh ! Mon 
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Dieii, voiis vous troinpez ; ce u est pas ici — c’est a Mino: de 
Tallejaand quil faut faire vos compliments, les femmes 
sant toujour bien aises detre princesses.” Talleyrand 
was too mucli o£ an aristocrat himselft and had too keen 
an ai).preciation ‘of ,the ludicrous not to feel humiliated 
at MaJame’s pretension^? ; and this added to his irritation 
caused by her jealousy of his relations, and their cordial 
detestation of her was, perhaps, a fact roiuh'rini^ separ- 
ate establishments desirable. Possibly, too, lie wished 
for separation on other grounds. Raikes in his Join-nal 
says, that this occurred in 1815', and that long ludore 
that time lie had been tlic favored lover of another , 
lady, whose daughter, a fascinating beauty (designated 

the Duchess of D ), eventually presided -over 

Talleyrand’s house. Against such a formidable con- 
junctioir* of adverse influences, Madame La Princesso 
had now but little to oppose, because at this epoch, 
as we learn from a contemporaiy, Time was making his 
inevitable mark, and “ th<i elegance of !ier flguio was 
injured by her becoming stout,” and (alas ! that it should 
be to tell) this afterwards increased, and by degnjes her 
features lost their delicacy, and her C(»mplexion be(*ame 
very red.” Whatever may have led to tlui separation, or 
whether it'occurred under the Empire or the Restoration, 
.one of the conditions of it was that Mad«uue was to 
reside in England oh the allowance of sixty thousand 
francs a year, and not to return to Prance without Talley- 
rand’s consG'knt. Whether the sojourn in England was 
long ^uv^short, we know not, bUt that she leturned to 
,Fra'iice in the Ministry of Decazes is* vouched for in the 
well-remem];»cr(^d answer of Talleyrand to i^ho king, who 
sl}ly asked with atfected interest if it was true that 
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Madame de TaWeyrand \fas in Fraifbe. “Rien n’est 
plus vrai, Sire, il fallait bieu que j’eusse aussi niou 
vinrrt Mai‘s.” 

Tile estalilislnnc^t whicli Madaiiie TalleyraTid main- 
tained af‘t<‘r the separation from her •Imsli^nid Ava^ at 
Aut(‘iiil, Mild there she entertaine‘d society and re^^ulMted 
licr hous(diold in strict imitation, it is said, of that of Tal- 
leyrand’s. All the dom(‘stic dtdails being so conducted, 
and all the surroundings so arranged, «as to kei'p in active 
lif(» a memory that was very dtwir to luu-. M. f \dmaehe 
says, that in those day^^ he was often th? bearei* of kind 
message's to her from Talh»yrand, if it t‘Vor b(‘came 
•known to him tliat she was in the l(‘ast out of health. In 
M. Pichot’s colh'ction of souvenirs, tlu'rt' is one relatin''* tft 
the Piincess’ Jite at Auteuil, wliich may be quoted, as the 
author vouches that he had it direct from the proprietoi of 
the Villa Realise jour there, which she rente' J. It appears 
that there was attached to her as companion a countess 
of the old regime, one of whose duties was to follow her 
at a rc'spectful distance when she went out on foot : ii 
the countfjss happeni'd to come a little too near, the 
Princi'ss turned and said severely, “ Comtesse, vous 
jicrdez le rcjspect.” There are (to use a homely phrasej 
“ many ups and downs in life,” but we dtiuht that tJieri. 
is ofU'ii seen a stranger contrast than the one which thi? 
anecdote suggests, — nanudy, betweeiiithe ]'iosition of this 

Princi'sse ” censuring a gentlewoman of high birth foi 
coming too close to her nobility, and that of, the trem* 
bling young wife of some years back, whom 
at midnight appealing in vain to a native serv ant^ i 
India to release her captured lover and so to save Ivoi 
reputation. 
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In spite of tlu liigli position that Madame Grand 
made for lierself, there is no observation more common 
ab^out jier tlian that she was a /cry stujud woman; so 
widely has this beeft disseminated ^hat its beliid* has 
been established, au<l, perhaps, the most }>rominent 
characteristic now recalled of tliis lialf-lorgotUm celebrity 
is her proverbial silliness. Most reigning beauties, it 
may be observed, are credited with dulln(\ss; tlie impres- 
sion seems to have been ahva}'s general that a pretty 
face and a comely hgiire are incom])atii)le with aii}’' other 
endowment. Oiie lias not to be long in the world to 
learn that “ Mrs. So-and-So is certainly very hamlso’ne, 
but insipid to a painful degree, nothing wliatever in 
her;” indeed, there would a^)p(‘ar to be something ratluu* 
soothing than otherwise in the reflection that our noigh- 
boui*’s beauty is counterpoised by stupidity, and that 
'^Fortune doth never come with both hands full.” 

It is not improbable tliat sometbing of this too hasty 
generalization, coupled with a little envy, lieljied to 
propagate the belief that lias so long outlived iMadame 
Grand. It may be worth while, if only as a matter of 
curiosity, to see bow far a few circumstances in general 
acceptance regarding her career justify this belief. 

have already glanced at the storic^s connecting her 
prominently with iiegociations on behalf of emigres; she 
is,Al«o mentioned a,s having at one time been biougbt to 
Paris by a Mr. Bellamy — “ Pour la meler a d(\s intrigues 
financietes,” * All this may possibly have been untrue, 
but it,, would never have been said of a woman who 
WAS a fool, whatever else she might have been. Again, 

' * Second lidition, Biog. Univ. Art. Talleyrand, signed Capefjgiie. 
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it is* incoiicoival Je that so ‘ilirewd a in in as Talleyrand 
would liavo allowed her during the four or five years 
prior to their inarriage to conduct his receptions ^if, jis 
Matlanic de Reinusat records, “ She was so intohuahly 
stupid that she never said the right thi^rg;” and this at 
a period when Bonaparte’s victories and treatiL\s had 
tilled Paris with ambassadors and foreigners of distinc- 
tion. 

Yet the same authorit}^ says rather inconsistently 
in anothi‘r phnie, “1 have Iioard it said, she was one of 
tho most charming wovieii of her time,’'* which seems to 
sug‘»’est that IMadame de Remiisat had but little personal 
*M(*(piaintance with lier. M. Colmaehe, speaking from 
his own knowledge (avowe<lly so at least) of ^ladame 
Grand’s demeanour at the Foreign Minister’s receptions, 
says, “She dispensed politeness to each and all alike, 
contenting everyone.” lie allows that slie evinced a 
certain uirxpcneure in the social traditions of the ivorld 
ill which Talh*yrand placed her, which amused the wits 
who fre(pientod her society, Talleyrand fell a victim* 
1,0 lier after he had escaped the beauty of ^ladame 

M. Coliniicjlit’ was (U)n^t,antly at Valcuoay with Talliyraiid, and 
ill liis recollections of the Priiico's table-talk, which, ho says, ho wj^s 
ill 1 he habit of notiu'j down, lio rolatos that the latior thm once 
ni ^o.^ 0 luod himself to him, showiuf? that, under certain circum- 
slmiocs, a woman's very foibles can be delusive and chaiiniiiEr . "^ly 
pas^don for Madame do Talleyrand was soon eitiu^^^uished. bovanse fthe 
was me.rcly i)'»ss(^sse(i of beauty. The inflnema' of personal charms 
is limited; curiosity forms the jrroat injynslient of this kind of love ; 
but add the fascination of intellect to thosp attractions whhVh habit 
and possession diminish each day, you wdll find them multipli^ te». 
fold ; and if besides intehect and beauty, you discover in your 
caprice, singularity, and irregularity of temper, close your eyes and 
seek no further— i'ou are in love for life.” 
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Recamicr and ot'aers, and the faRcinatfcns of Madame 
de Sfcael ; his secretary accounts for this by the naivete 
whicKgave so strong a tinge of ^originality to all which 
Madame Grand said or did, so unlike the slavery to forms 
and etiquette wlrch must ever inllmmce professed wonien 
of the world such as those by whom he was surrounded/^ 
M. Michaud wj'ites thus of Madame de Talh^yfand : 
“Nous avous on I’a vantage de Tentendre plusi(mrs fois, 
notaniment a I’epoque du 81 May 1814, et nous pouvojis 
affirmer (pie sa conversation sur ce grand cvcMiement 
n’etait point cehe d’une sotte” Philip Francis said of 
her, that “lier understanding was much bettm' than tlio 
world allowed/' We, who know tlie circumstam^es o^‘ 
her premature embarkation on life, can understand how 
her education, in the ordinary sense, must ])ave beiui 
neglected, and this disadvantage must have W(*ight(Hl 
her heavily ever after ; 1)ut she was educated “in the 
school of events," and tliat slie profited by sueli school- 
ing is evident by her rising in s})itc of the teri iblo 
drawbacks connected with her early years. If not 
leariKjd hei’self, she at least affected tlie society of tlio 
learned, even long after living apart from Talleyraiid, as 
may be gathered from many sources. R(‘aders of 
Moore’s Jliary will remember his recording that ho 
went in Paris (in 1822) to the Pi'incesso Talleyrand’s to 
hear Viennet, a distinguislied author, read his tragedy 
of Achille," and may recall the amusing incid(uit, 
“ heard two acts declaimed by him with true Freneli 
gesticulation ; the ludicrous cSect of his missing one of 
thfe feuillets in the middle of a fine speech, and ex- 
claiming in the same tragic tone, ^ Grand Dicu 1 quest ce 
que c est que (;a ! ! 
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Moore also tells Ikjav, in* the previous year, he had sat 
•next her at a dinner yarty, and that “ slie talkcil niueli 
of ‘ Lalla llookh’ which she had, read in Fre.nch pro.-^i,” 
and “ praised Beftsy s beauty to me.. Surely even 
Madame de Ueinusat woidd acknowied:^e» thal, under the 
circumstances, these were “ the right, things” to say ? 

There; are probably very few who have not heard or 
read the funny mistake alxuit Robinson Crusoe attri- 
buted to Madame Talleyrand ; the. anecdote has betui 
the round of every new?)pai)er in Eun^ie and America, 
and will pel haps ever be ipioted when her name is 
mentioned. It is more than likely that this anecdote 
is mainly resiioiisible for the i>opular inline, ssion abojft 
lior ‘want of sense. If this piece of ‘ evidence ’ bo broken , 
down, there is really little else to support the allegation 
of stupidity. Though the story has bemt worn thread- 
bare, W(; must give it here again, to show one oi' the high 
authorities who have vouched lor its truth, and to let the 
reader see how the narration is tinged with a spite 
which weakens it as evidence. Napoleon thus told it 
to O’Meara at St. Helena in 1817 : 

“ I sometimes asked Deuou (whoso work I suppose you 
biivo read ) to hrcukfiist with me, as I took a pleasure Jn Ins 
conversation, and spoke very freely with him. Now all the 
intri*’^uer 3 and speculab>rs paid tlieir court to Doiiou with a 
view of inducing him to mention their projects or tlwmserves 
in the course of his conversation with me, thinking Jhat being 
mentioned by such a man as Henon, for wliom I had a great 
esteem, might materially serve them. Talleyrand, wlic»waska 
great speculator, iinuted Deuou to dinner. AVhen ha«v*odJt 
home to his wjife, ho said— My do.ar, I have jnvi,ied Deuonjto 
dine ; ho is a great traveller, and you must say something 
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handsome to him about his travels as he lUay be useful to us 
with the Emperor. 

Mils wife, being extremely ignorant and probably never 
having read any other book of travels thtUi that of Eobinsou 
Cruso(.\ concluded 'that Denon could bo nobody else. AVishiug 
to be very civil to him, she, behjre a large com[)any, asked him 
divers questions a,bout his man Friday. Denon, astonished, did 
not know what to think at first, but at length discovered by her 
questions that she really imagined him to be Robinson Chaisoe. 
His astonishment and tiiat of the company cannot be des- 
cribed, nor the peals of laughter wliieli it excited in J*aris, as 
the story Hew like wild-fire through the City, tind even Talley- 
rand himself was ashamed of it.”* 


* The Emperor was evidently but an iiidiirerent * raconteur^' or bis 
story loses l)y translation from the Italian in wliicli Ik' conversed with 
O’Meara. ‘ We owe an apology to the reader for rei>roducing so poor a 
version of this well-known anecdote; as an am (tide we give here 
the original and best one for the benefit of those wlio may not 
have seen it. It api^oared in ‘‘ L' Album Perdu,*’ and is attributed to 
M. Tlenri Delatouche 

Pen de temps apres lo rebour do rarmeo d'Egyto et des savants (jni 
avaient ete temoins do cette glorieuse (expedition, M. do Talleyrand 
iuvita ii diner M. Denon. C'cst, dit 31. do Talleyrand a sa femme 
un hominc tres-aimable, un auteur, et les auteurs aiment beaucoup 
quon leur parlc de lours ouvrages ; je vous enverrai la relation dc son 
voyag6, et voua la lirez afin de pouvoir lui on j)arler.'' En effet 
M. de Talleyrand fit porter dans la ebambre de dc Talleyrand le 
volume promis, ct cclle-oi Tayaut lu se trouva on mesurede felicitor 
Pauteur place a table a cote d'ello. ‘‘ Ah ! monsieur, lui dit-olle. je ne 
saurais voys exprimer tout Ic plaisir quo j’ai eprouve a la lecture de 
V 08 aventures. — 3Iadame, vous etes beaucoup trop indiilgcnte. — Non. 
je vous assure ; mon Dicif, quo vous avez du vous ennuyer, tout senl, 
dins une ilc dc.scrte 1 Cela m’a bien interensee.— Maia il me semblo. 
'ixK.dame, que... — Vous deviez avoir uue drole de figure avec votre 
giy»,nd bonnetipoiDtu ?— En verite, madamc, je nc ermprends pas... — 
Ah I moi ie comprends bien toutes vos tribulations. Avez-vous assez 
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The tenacity with which the public cling to a time- 
•lionored story, and tl^e reluctance with which they see 
any attempt at the deposition ^)f an old favoriJe, was 
curiously illustrated about fourteen ycffrs ag^), when the 
opened its columns to a spirited* correspoTidenco 
as to the authenticity of this anecdote. Tlie occasion was 
a Review in the Times of Sir H. Buh\»(U’\s “ Historical 
C'haracbers,” where the author introduces this anecdote, 
naming not Donon, but a Sir George Robinson, as the 
hero of it (others assign this position* to Humboldt). 
M. Pichot, a staunch sc iptic as to the conclusiveness of 
the evi<lence Mdiich attributes stupidity to Aladamc de 
’Talle\ rand, led the way in an admirable letter, hiimoi- 
ous ‘and logical, showing that the old story has ]iot 
( ven the merit of originality. He was immediately 
attacked by one who challenged his dates and authority 
and thn‘W out doubts as to the year when a translation 
of Robinson Crusoe appeared in Fiamje : and who also 
quoted Moony’s version as he had giveuHt in his Paris 
diary of ,IS21, as though he seemed to imj)ly that this 
should be r(‘garded as evidence. Mr. Dominic (Vdnaghi 
(the eminent engraver, &c., &c., of Pall Mall, who died in 
1S711) also took part in the cori'espoiidenco, his argu- 
ment as to the anecdote’s being authentic amounted to 
this, that his father had heard it in Paris in LSOd 
from a Miss Dickinson, then said to be the demoiselle de 
compafjnie of Madame de Talleyrand. A story, too good 
to be doubted, is often repeated at ^the time an4-‘» ])lace 

> 

Fouffrrt apres votro naufrag'e 1 — Mais, madamc, je iie Rais... — » 
avez flu rtre bicn content Ic jour ou voiis nvez troiwc 'V^^ndredi 
de Talleyrand avait donne ii lire a sa femme, i)eu J hr use commo disait 
la mardcliale Lcfebvrc, les Aventures de llohlnson CrueoiP 



MADAME GRAND. 


^92 

of its origin, till it c.oiiujs to bo bolioved in, even by cv)n- 
temporaries, but tins does not prove that it may not be 
heJi ii\)V(do neverthelesH. 'fbe source which M. Pichot 
suggests for the ‘anecdote in the following passage iu his 
letter deaves little doubt in our mind tl)at he was riglit 
in suspecting that Ma<lanie de Talleyrand’s mistake was 
the “ inventioiij of some English wdt, or a French hri- 
esprii 

Extraonlinary n<rain is it not tlint IntluTto l^nalisli readc’s 
have overlooked ^this passage of a letior <d‘ Horace Walpole 
to Sir II. Mann, dated Ootol)er '22, fTIl. — ‘The av1io](‘ Ptu n 
is to i)e to-UKU’row night at Sir Thos. IJoljin.son’s ball, which h ■ 
gives to a littly girl of the Duke (U‘ Jtichnionib dc.’ 

111 a nolo (Pichot refens to the Ani<‘riean Edition of .1S12, 
Lord Dover being the Coinnientalor ) to this letter we arc 
told that Sir Thos. Uobinsoii of Uokoliy Ihtrk, coinnionl}Madlc(l 
long Sir Tlioinas, is elsewhere styled the new Uohinsoii (IniMi * 
by Wali)ole, who says, when speaking of him, ‘ IJc w;is.a tall 
uncouth man, and his stature was often rendered still nioiv 
remarkable by his hiuiting-dress, a postilion’s cap, a tight 
green jacket, and buck-skin breeches. He was liable to sud- 
den whims, and once set off in his hunting suit to visit his 
sister, wlio was married and settled at Paris, lie arrived 
wliile there w'as a large company iit dinner, the servant an- 
nounced Mr. Hobiuson, and he came iu to tlie great amazement 
of the guests. Among others, a French Abbe thrice lifte<l 
his fork* to his moutli and thrice laid it down with an eager 
stare of surprise. Unable to restrain liis curiosity any longer, 
he burst with, ‘Excuse me, Sir, are you the famous 
I^ohivsoh Crusoe so remarkable iu history’ ] ” 

« It 

J1 events a mistake made by a French Abbd may 
frirly be cxcKsed in a lady. M. Oolmaphe says that 
tnany of the blunders laid to the charge of Talleyrand’s 
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wife Lear the nnniistakaLle stamp of the firm of Mont- 
Vond & Co., and as we Jiave referred to this gentleman 
as an authority on the subject* we may mention tlTat 
Ills questioiiijjg TaDtyrand as to the truCli of Uio popular 
aii(‘c<lote led to his being told one nmcli fnore likely and 
nearly as amusing. The Robinson Crusoe incident <Iid 
not actually hap[)(m, said Talleyrand, “ bi»t it was guessed 
at and that was enough; the blunder wa,s ascribed to 
her without compunction and then he added: 

I certainly reinemb4?r a ntuveU' whicli*she once uttered 
in I ho midst of a circle of savans and literal, i at Nouilly, 
•yliich would 1)0 considered ((iiite as good and become just iis 
])o{Mdar were it as generally known. Lemerclt*r hail voliiii- 
tecrcif after dinner to reail us one of his unplayed and unplay- 
alde [)ioces. The company liad gathered rjuud him in a circle ; 
Ids lay already uufol.lod on his knees, and, ^clearing 

Ins voice, he hogau in a high, shrill tone, whiidi made us all 
start from our incipient slumber, ‘ Jai Schu* est a LyonJ 
^'Ilierouow, M. do d’allcyraud,' exclaimed tjic ])riiicess, jump- 
ing from her ehidr, and advancing towards me with a gesture 
of triumph* ‘ Now I knew that you were wrong; you would 
have it that it was the Saotief* To describe the embarrass- 
rneiit and cousternatiou of the company would bo impossibl<^. 
I myself was perplexed for an instant, but soon remembered 
tlie difforeiico of opinion to which she had alluded. As our 
carriage was crossing the bridge at Lyoiia^ a little time bcfoi;e, 
she had asked me the name of the river which flowed beneath. 

1 had told her it was ‘Sabuo;’ to which she had*replied^ 
with a truly philosophical reflection — ‘ Ah, how strai^ this 
diflbrenoe of prouuuciatiou ; we call it the Seine in 
I had been much amused at the time, but had not thoifght ijr 
worth while to correct the self-confident error,* and thus hai 
arisen this extraordinary confusion in the troubled brain of 
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the poor princess. Of course vrc all hmglic(\ licarUly at her 
unexpected sally ; but we were grateful nev'ertlieless, for it < 
saved i:s the reading of tl^e dreaded drama, as no one tliat 
evening could be expected to I'etrouver son.^tsn'irux sufficiently 
to listen with becoming attention to all the terrible events 
which Leineroier had to unfold.” 

“ Tlie keenest^ sliafts of ridicule,” continues M. Col- 
inache, ‘^must liave fallen pointless against one who join- 
ed witli such lu^arty" good-will in the mirth whicdi was 
thus l aised vviihout at all agreeing with those who dt'enied 
that it was excit(‘d at his own expense.” Silence respect- 
ing his private troubles, an appearance of complete ^ 
indifference,— ^politeness, patience, and dexterity in taking* 
his revenge were the weapons, according to WadaiiK^ <hi 
Remusat, with wln’ch Talleyrand met tl)e gcuieral con- 
demnation of his marriage. 

Madame de Talloyrand lived to 18:15, dying on tli(.‘ 
10th December in that year. Curious to relab', ev('U 
the very close of -iier extraordinary can‘('r was marked 
by a dramatic incident which is thus noted by^the, Eng- 
lish papers, thougli the Paris papers, tlui '‘Oonstilu- 
tionel ” and the ‘‘Journal des Debats,” merely notice 
her <lcath, the latter [)aper adding, “ La Princesse etait 
dV)rigine Danoise” The “Morning Herald” of iTtli 
' December 1835 says: 

“ A very curious scene is said to have taken place in the 
Clianihereof the Princesse de Talleyrand after she had expired. 
She had given in her dying monients a casket containing 
pkporft' to the Archbishop of Paris who attended her, with the 
dsyuiitrriou to hand them to the Comtesse d’Estignac : that 
lo<ly having t.omc, the Archbishop proceeded tc^ fulfil the direc- 
tions of the defunct, when a personage representing the 
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interests of the frincc, interfered, and S{ii€ the papers should 
not bo given np. Madame D’K.stignae had also a fri(jnd who 
interfered on her behalf o#’ hor.right to the casket, and jdoleiicc 
threatened to^ teimnnate tlio disjfute, when a jagt dc pair. 
hastily summoned came in and declared /hat htt would keep 
the object of dispute in his i)ossessioh uiiAl the ri to if 
was legally decided.” 

The Timcti, referring to the same occurrence, adds : 

“ i^eport says that the casket contained the Princess’ jewels 
and diamonds, value about £40,000. The Comtesse D’Kstig- 
nac is the daughter of l^rl ice de Talleyramfs second brother, 
but rumour says that the Duchess de Dino wishes to have 
• them f(U' herself by having them awarded to the Prince de 
Talleyrand ” 

• 

Th<»s. Raikes, who was in Paris at the time, gives in 
liis Journal a somewhat fuller account of thi» strange 
incidiuit, and says that it made a great noise, as the 
dying woman had, when the last religious ceremonies 
were over, asked faintly for the casket, and delivered it 
witli much earnestness to the Bishop as her valid gift 
and last testimonial of her affection for Madame U’Es- 
tignae. llaik(‘S tells that the afiair was finally compr(»« 
inised for the sum of 200,000 francs on Talleyraii<l 
proving to a mutual friend, by the deeds of his maiTiage- 
settlement, that legal right was on his side. The con- < 
tents were said not to have been liivulged. \Vhether 
Raikes is an authority to be much depended on^is some- 
what doubtful. He describes the deceased •as having 
been a Creole, born at Martiniquer From his^tfgurnal 
we learn that the* declaration of her death w^ 
inscribed in pie Register of tlie Churcl^of ^t. Thonjjas 
D’Acjuin: “On the twelfth of December 1835 there 
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was presented at this Clnireh the Jx)dy of Catlierine, 
widow of George Fran(;ois Grand, connAie civ 'dement 
com-mCi Princesf^e de T<illci/rand/ aged 74 years, de- 
ceased the night before last, fortified with the sacraments 
^of the phiirch, f\t -No. 80 Rue de Lisle (qnory, Lille?) 
Her obsequies were performed in the presence of Mathew 
Pieri*e de Goussot and of Charles Demon (agent of the 
Prince), friends of the deceased, who have signed with 
us.” 

Raikes comments on this sententiously : '‘It is rather 
curious that, after all the satanic allusions to Monsieur 

de T. in the public journals, his jwincipal agent 

should be named Demon.” The curious phraseology 
in' the declaration of his wife’s death shows, as Raikes 
‘|){)ints out in another entry, that Talleyrand in his 
latter days seemed little inclined to ])erpetuate the 
recollection of his marriage. With this view he gave 
directions, the same contemporary journalist alleges, 
that the inscription on her tombstone should indicate 
the fact as slightly as possible, and that she should 
be there described as the widow of Mr. Graiid, after- 
wards civily married to M. de Talleyiand. “ Here,” 
says Raikes, " his dominant foible comes out: he hopes 
that by treating the ceremony as a civil contract at 
that period of the Revolution, he may now palliate that 
stigma in the eyes of the clergy which is irremissibly 
attached to the position of a pretre marid.” 

In the Biographie Universelle we are told that Ma- 
dame de Talleyrand is buried in- the Cemetery of Mont 
Pafna‘^sc, " where one can still see her tomb with a 
’modest insf'ription surrounded by a simple iron railing.” 
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•The Avriter i>f ijiie foregoing pages having rea l some 
* few years ago the abyve yuoted passages fi*om Raikes's 
Journal and Michaud's biographical article on TalltiyrAud, 
felt curious* as ft) the tombstone inscAiption which the 
great di})lomatist had finally demised* or permitted iyt 
iiieiiiory of his wife. To settle the point in the only 
way likely to be conclusive, he prop^)sed to see the 
grav'e for himself — a visit to which he hoped to make an 
oj)portuuity for, while passing through Paris on his 
rt‘tnrn to India. 

At the last moment, however, another route had to be 
taken; in tliese circumstances it occiiired to him to» 
tr(‘s|»ass oil the good nature of a friend, im English lady 
then resident in Paris, and to beg her, if convenient, tq 
go to the grave ami to copy for him the epitaph. And 
as the lady had visited India, and was therefore in a 
position to lecognize East Indian types of beauty, he 
asked her also to take the trouble of going to Versailles 
to see Madame de Talleyrand’s portrait with the object 
chielly of ascertaining whether she could trace in it any- 
thing in the least suggestive of Eastern blood. 

His correspondent, with a kindness for which the 
writer cannot sufficiently thank her, nioiit readily ac- 
ceded to his requests, and paid a visit to the Musee, and 
(though it was in winter) made a pilgrimage to the tomV 
at Mont Parnasse ; as her intei’csting letter supplies* the 
information wliich it was thought desirable tojiave, the 
liberty of quoting an extract from it is takeil 

1 had an opportunity of visiting Versailles' and iuapecting 
the picture of Mine, de Talleyrand, and with some ^ifficuUy 
succeeded in fyiding the jioor forgotten Reality, •for, whativer 
her mental and moral endowments may have been, that she 
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was a woman singularly attractive in on Inward form, Gerard's 
* counterfeit presentment ’ of her leaves no room to doubt. The 
portrait vi that of a lovely highbred-looking young woman ; 
tall and graceful, with exquisitely fair c(riiplex‘ion, delicate 
coloring, wavy hair' of the rare shade called hlotide ccmlvrc, 
dressed rather high on the head and curling over the tomphjs ; 
large blue eyes, small Greek nose, and little mouth with full 
red lips. Slie is attired in a low-necked and short-waisted 
dress, which appears to he of some soft fdniy white material, 
probably Tndian muslin, displayimg a finely-moulded bust and 
arms, and tiny feet in white satin slipper*'^. 

On neck, arms, and in her ears arc pearl ornaments, and 
one hand, the right, holds an open letter, wliilo the other 
haiy^s by her side. She is leaning against an open projecting 
French stove, on 'which are two brown Etruscan vases, 
llehind her are a drapery of green silk and a large cushioned 

sofa covered with the same material 

No indication whatever of Eurasian origin is visible in the 
portrait. The })icture is to be found in tiie small ante-room 
of the second etage,lhe walls of which are covered with paint- 
ings of a similar size. It is numbered 4807, anil hangs 
between the portraits of Mmc. llccamier and Prince Talley- 
rand.” 

. . . . .^ Regarding the last 

restingqdacc of Mine, dc Talleyrand, I went over to Mont 
Parnasse, and with the aid of an official succeeded in finding 
the tomb. As you will* see by the inclosed extract from the 
Register kept at the Cemetery,* no mistake was possible in 
identifying tlje grave, but it corresponds with the description 

inclosure was a printed tabular form filled in at the time of 
the visit , it indicated the grave sought for by a division, line, and 
nuirber ; the cc rresponding entry in the Register described the grave 
as that of “ Talleyrand (Princesse de) n6e Worloo (Cath6rinc Noel).” 
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ill* one particular only, — i.e,, it is inclosed by a siraple ir6ii 
railinjf, but as to the ‘ modest inscription,* if it ever existed, 
of which there is not the faintest trace, its extreme moc^esty 
caused it long since, to retire from tlie pubhc gaze. The tomb 
was in as miserable a state of neglect as could possibly be 
imagined, thickly overgrown with rank grass, w’eeds, and 
nettles ; in keeping with the utterly desolate forsaken look of 
those few feet of earth (all the more remarkable among so 
many carefully tended resting-places), the mouldy skeleton of 
a wn'ath of inimnrteUcs hung (»vcr a corner of the railing, put 
there, T suppose, by sopie imod (kitholic’s h^nd in pity for that 
melancholy nameless grave. One of the gardeners, a civil 
young l^rencbman, at my ro(]uest, brought a spado and® 
tliorou!j:ly cleared away the accumulated earth and rubbi/Hh, 
with which the stone slab, which is (piite level with the ground, 
was covered to the de[)th of some five o" six inches. Among 
the (ichiis we found, veiy opportunely, an old scrubbing brush 
(whatever brought it there), which served to clean the stone, 
and oflectually convince us that any inscription it may origin- 
ally have borne must have been a reailily effaceablc one ; cer- 
tainly not deeply graven, as not the slightest indication of 
previous word or letter now remains.” 

Now wo are able to see how tboroiiglily Talleyrand 
gave eflect, so far as his poor wife’s grave concerned, to 
what llaikos <lescribes as his disinclination “ to perjjetuate 
the recollection of his marriage,” and it must be allowed 
that the Municipal authorities of Paris (if it be they^vho 
had chai’ge of the cemeteries) very gallantly, in a passive 
way, favoured this generous object. 

Will the looked-for publicatioii of Talleyraivil s ^Lq- 
inoirs (still wo believe advisedly deferred) thipw^ Juiy 
additional Ijght, indirectly or otherwise, ^ on Mat^me* 
Grand’s career, or at least on that portion of it inti- 
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mately connected with his own <loinestic'Iifc ? It is nob 
unlikely that the subject wdll bo avoided if possible. 
Butr as »«peculatioii on thjs point would be profitless, we 
must here conclude this attempt at ccyjeetiftg and win- 
ijowing ,the scattered records of one whose captivations 
were celebrated from the Ganges to the Seine; whose 
beauty — not when at its zenith, but when approaching 
its decline — was pre-eminent in a brilliant society re- 
markable for attractive women ; and whose name was 
closely connected with those of actors conspicuous on 
the world’s stage, and was familiar to some of the great 
historic personages of a memoi’able epoch. 

As such, Caljjutta may fairly claim her as not the 
least prominent of its passed-away notorieties. 



]n rjiiiiuVs Narrative he thus writes of the Permanent 
SeltU'iiu'nt. AVe do not ]»r<)fess to l^now whether liis 
remailvs on this sui)je':l have any value or orioiiiality ; 
hut W(,‘ (.‘Xtract tluun as the opinions of one who was* 
a eonieniporary, and himself an experienced pLevei\ue 

h(u\l Cornwallis resigned the Govo”nnient in Septend>er 
and the ])liant Sir J(din Shore, wlm, when in t)onncil as 
Wr. Shore, had opposed the inversion of property proposed by 
his Lordship, — who had revolted at the new doctrine introduced 
of the zemindar being the proprietor of ^is land, but under 
certain rights and titles described in the tenure, which, if not 
obs«Tved by the occupant, rendered liim anuniablc to a forfeiture 
of his occupancy, — now unblushingly stood forth, wlien suc- 
ceeding to the Ciovcniment, to put into execution these new- 
fangled maxims, and, on a sudden completely changing liis 
principles, conferring on tliese zemindars the right of heredi-, 
tarv ])roperty subject alone to an annuaWfixed rent as unchajage- 
sihle as inalienable. Here was a prostitution of cbaiactci, 
wliieh not one of his brother servants ever thought would 
have been disjdayed by the man who i^t the h«ad of’^lfc Board 
of llovenuc finidy (jontciidcd against this iiinovatiolV'aji li6t 
only liaving an im])olitic tendency, but in its principle^ actually 
lia^ing no gW)und to justify the hasty coftclu^ion adopted ; 
and who besides, when he found the arbitrary je^le veux deter- 
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mined upon, endoaVoured at least to nu.tigate the evil conse- 
quences by representing that a settlement in perpetuity could 
not, we)J bo effected but nndei the^complete knowledge of a 
regular assessment Jniving previously been fprmed and obtained, 
which process- would necessarily involve a few years’ considera- 
tion anti attention, and wisely, therefore, suggested a decennial 
settlement being enacted, liable to a (jonfirmatiem foj' ever 
where the assessniont was fnlly ascertained to liavo been judi- 
cious and proportionate, which jn-oof could easily he derived 
during that given ])eriod from the payment of the rents being 
easily made and without any deduction being rccpiired. 

Thus were new rights established for a description of persons 
who never dreamt tliey sliould enjoy sneb, much less would 
ever have thongiit to have claimeil them. It suited the author 
of this nefarious system to persuade his Lordshij) that its 
ado])tiou would rend(*r his name immortal ; it enabled him to 
serve those tried friends in his district who lind so eminently 
contributed to the raising of the immense forlum? wdjioh he 
carried out of the country with liim. No matter what ensued: 
the ])crsonal ends were answered ; the public ones were 
sacrificed ; the sovereign lost for ever that right which liad 
been vested in him from time immemorial, vi:., being Imrd of 
the soil, and allowing to the occupant the right of ])ossessioii 
from generation to generation on occasional renewals of teiiure, 
wliorc :io cause of forfeiture existed. 

The reader will here clearly discern that this created a 
separ.ation from that dependency to the State so esscMilial to he 
preserved in Eastern States. It effectually deprived llie 
sovereign ‘of the pleasing power of remitting to his tenant 
oppressed in his stipulated payments by tlje unexpected mis- 
fortune arisen to him from the rigor of the elements. It 
aebarred him equally from a prospect of increase to the State 
by 'stimulating honest industry in a distribution of suitable 
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pcciiiiiMry advaw'os toiuliiig to ]»r<)?nnl# cultivation. T]y^se 
•vvejo tics of long standing, and wliicli had nnifomily obtained. 
Tliey were every year sctiipu^ously adliered to in that ceremony 
of the Pooucdhj whore the subject* mot tlm reprosentitivc of 
liis Loid with due obedience, and in tl|e conj^tant hope of a 
remission of his fixed rent in alleviaflioii of real kift)wm loCs 
incurred, or receiving from Government a certain advance 
tuceavey ” reimbursable in fixed ]>roj»)rti()ns and stated 
])(M‘l()ds, where the ijitention was manifested of bringing lands 
with product which had eitlnn* long lain fallow or such arable 
ones as were deemed fit for tilinge. Fiiither, to exemplify 
how averse tlnw were t^ ,->11011 a chang(‘ in no instance did they 
consider ti gr(‘at(*r grievance having h(*falleii tliem. They con-, 
‘teinplated with a melanciioly retleetitni tlu'ir cons(*(pience as 
zeiigndars entirely done aw;iy hy remh'ring tlieir oeeiipanSies^ 
’\Nhi(di for geiK'rations h-id regidarly d<'sc(‘ndcd to them from 
Iheir aiiC(‘slors, liable to he transferred to others hy^a sale of a 
]»aitof tlic wliole, for arrears of a rent, haidly, incorrectly, 
and ignorantly ini]>()sed, with the exec[>tion of those who 
r- c('i\ed tlieir new possessions on favond rednciui assessments 
J)ist.raint b} e( iitinement, even stripe>, wd^ere arrears existed, 
were dcei;ied jtrefenihle hy them. It had obtained for ages, 
and cii^tong in endeavouring to im])oso on the landlord by 
making tlie best terms for tlie farm, or proem ing from his 
indulgence unseasonable remissions, had sanctioiw^d such endt^v- 
onr witli no disgrace, wliereas the loj'jiing oil* a branch of 
their zeniiiuhiry was cruelly felt by tlieni and engendered an 
inheiMMit discontent whieli no future coin[)ensatiou .could 
r(‘move : and to cause it to operate with greater disgust, this 
(danse was newly introduced and inserted in tli(?ir cabooleata 
( agreements) which tlu'y w'ore compelled to sign, w^li every 
hazard of distress, oik to see themselves ejected from ^hese 
lands, the supcrintend^ice and management^ of ^whicIi had ft)! 
ages devolvcd*to their trust. 
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In my work wrilton at tlio desire of a frioi'd, not publislied 
for sale, but distributed to friends, and subs(*(|ueiitly to every 
gentleman in tbc Direction, entitled Answer to Mr. Law’s 
Risnig ^lesources,” will Lj seen my decided opinion of its 
fallacy find impolmy. The former could' not be doubted i>y 
kbose versed in tin nature of Indian customs, laws, and nnn*- 
nue ; the latter lias been evinced by the evil cons(‘(picnco > 
which Inive followed. 

I will make allowance for tin* man who, b;i\ ing the lii’4 
station within bis reaidi olfenMl him, can saei !(!<•(', to obi a m 
that end, any doubtful or erroneous opinions which he nr dit 
till then have enttn’ta.iin’d : but for on bred n[> in tin* sei i<‘ ‘. 
and to whom every one looked up for information, not only 'o 
the reveiuK* line, where he bad long conspicuoii>sly shone as ilie 
oracle, but lik(^^visc in every })oint which comprized tin* Ians 
'^and ancient usages of India., to at once saciitici; at the shiine 
of office every idea and knowledge which had rendered bis 
communication an object essential for rebnamce, is such a 
dereliction of all manly steadiness as cannot too siifliciently 
be exposed. 






